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No. 215- TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1711. 

— — .^ige^tMW (Udiciaa^ JideKter artea 
EmcHKt mores, nee sinit esseferoa, Otid. 

Ingenuous arts^ where they an entrance find. 
Soften the manners, and subdue the mind. 

1 CONSIDER a human soul without education 
like marble in the quarry, which shows none of 
its inherent beauties, till the skill of the polisher 
fetches out the colours, makes the surface shine, 
and discovers every ornamental cloud, spot, and 
vein, that runs through the body of it. Education, 
after the same riianner, when it works upon a no- 
ble mind, draws out to view every latent virtue 
and perfection, which, without such helps, are 
never able to make their appearance. 

If my reader will cive.me leave to change the 
allusion so soon upon nim, 1 shall make use of the 
same instance to illustrate the force of education, 
which Aristotle has brought to explain his doc- 
trine of substantial forms, when he tells us, that 
a statue lies hid in a block of marble; and that 
the art of the statuary only clears away the super- 
fluous matter, and xemoveB the rubbish. The 
figure is in the stone, the, sculptor only fiends it. 
What sculpture is to a block of marble, education 
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4 THE SPBCTA^OE. No. 215. 

is to a human soul. The philosopher, the saint, 
or the hero, die wise, the good, or the great map, 
very often lie hid and col^oealed U fi plebeian, 
which a proper education mi^hthave disinterred, 
and l\ave brought to light 1 am therefore much 
delighted with reading the accounts of savage 
nations, and with contemplating those virtues 
which are wild and uncultivated; to see courage 
Qicerting itdelf in fierceness, resolution in oh^tioit- 
cy, wi^om in cunning, patience in siillenness 
and despair. 

Men's passions operate variously, and appear 
in different kinds of actions, according as they 
are more or less rectified ana svsrayed by reason. 
When one hears of negroes, who, upon the death 
of their masters, or. upon changing their service, 
hang themselves upon the next tree, as it frc^ 
quently happens in our American plantations, 
who can forbear admiring their fidehty, though 
it expresses itself in so dreadful a manner? WJiat 
might not that savage greatness of soul, which ap 
pears in these poor wretches on many occasions, 
oe raised to, were it rightly cultivated? And what 
colour of excuse can there be fpf the contempt 
with which we treat this part of.our species? that 
we should not nut them upon the common fpot 
of humanity^ that we should only s^t an insigni-* 
ficant fine upon the man who murders thepi; nay> 
that we should^ as much as in us lies, cut them 
ofi* from the prosj;)ects of happiness in another 
world as \yell as in this, and deny them that 
which we look upon as the proper means for at-* 
taining it 

Since 1 am engaged on this subject, I can not 
forbear mentioning a story which I have lately 
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heard, and which i$ so well attested that I have 
^0 manner of reason to stitt)ect the truth of it. 1 
may call it a kind of wild tragedy, that passed 
about twelve years ago at St Cnristopher's, one 
of our British I^eeward islands. The negroes, 
who were the persons concerned in it, were all 
of them the slaves of a gentleman who is now in 
England. 

This gentleman among his negroes had a young 
wonjan. who was' looked upon as a most extraor- 
dinary oeautjrby those of her own complexion. 
He had" at the same time two young fellows who 
were likewise negroes and slaves, remarkable for 
thecomeliness of their persons, and for the friend- 
ship which they bore to one another. It unfor- 
tunately happened that both of them fell in love 
with, the female negro above-mentk>ned, who 
would have been verv glad to have taken either 
of them for her husband, provided thery could 
agree between themselves which . shoula be the 
man. But they^were both so passionately in love 
with her, th^ neither of them could think of giv- 
ing her up to his rival; and at the same time were 
so true to one another, thstt neither of them would 
think of gaining her without his friend's consent 
The torments of these. two lovers were the dis- 
course of the family to which they belonged, who 
could not forbear observing the strange complica- 
tion of passiphs which perplexed the nearts of the 
poor negroes, that often aropped expressions of 
the uneasiness they underwentrand hov^ impossi- 
ble it was for either of then) ever to be happy. 

After a long strug^e between love and friend- 
ship, truth and jealoui^, they one day took a wal k 
toother into a woodf, carrying their mi9tre8a 
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tkmg with them; where> after abundance jof ]z* 
tnentatioas, they stabbed her to tbe heart, cf 
which she immediately diecU ' A slave^ who was 
at his work not fkr froni the plaqe wh^pe this as- 
tonishing piece of cruelty was committed, hear* , 
ing the shrieks of the dying person, lan to see 
wmit was the occasion m t):]«m* Ha there dis- 
covered the woman lying dead upon the ground, 
with the two negroes on each sioe of her, kissing 
the dead ooq^se, weeping, over it, and beating 
their breasts in the utmost agonies of grief and 
despair. He immedial^V ran to the £IngUsh 
family with the nf^ws 6f what he had seen; whp^ 
upon coming to the place, saw the woman de^d, 
and the two negroes expiring ^ by her, with 
wounds they had given themselves. 

We see in this amazing instance of barbarity 
what strange disorders are bred in the ininds of 
those men, whose passions are not reffulated by 
virtue, and disciplined by reason, nuiouffh the 
action whidi I have recited is in itself full pf ^ilt 
aad horror, i^ proceeded from il ieii^r of mind, 
which might nave produced very- .noble fruits, 
had it been infornrcd and guided by a suitable 
education. 

It is therefore an unspeakable blessing to be 
born in those parts of the world where wisdom 
and knowledge flouirish; though it. must be con- 
fessed, there are/even in these partem several poor^ 
uninstrueted persons, who are but littleiabove the 
inhabitants qt those natkms of whidr I have been 
here q)eaking; as thpse who have liad the advan- 
tages of a mere liberal education rise above one 
aiMtherby several different degrees of perfection. 
For, to return to our etatue in the block of i)aar- 
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ble* we see it sometimes onl^ begun to be chip- 
ped, sotnetames lOu^ hewn> and out just sketch- 
ed into a huma^ ngure; sometimes we see the 
man appe^rjlsg disli^stiyv ia all his limbs and fea- 
tinfQs; sbmetimet we finti the figure wrought up 
to a sreat eleganey, but seldom meet with any to 
whi<in the hand of a Phidias or Praxiteles could 
not give several nice touches and finishings. 

Discourses of moraKty, and-reBections ^upon 
human nature, are the oest mean9 we can make 
use of.4o..imprbFe our minds, and gain a true 
knowledge of iourselves, and consequently to re- 
odycf our souls out of the vice, ignorance, and 
pl*ejudice, which naturally cleave to them. I 
nave all ^ong professed myself in this paper a* 
promoter of these great ends f and 1 flatter myself 
that I dp from, day: to day contribute ^omiathing 
to the polishing of men's minds; at- least my de^ 
sign is laudable, whatever the elocution ma]^ be. 
I most confess 1 am not a little encouraged m it, 
by many letters; which I receive from unknown 
faandsin,approiMition of my endeavours; and most 
take this lopportunity of returniiii^ my thanks to 
those who write.them, and. excusing myself for 
not inserting Several of Uiem in my papers, whieh 
1 am seneiUe would lie a very i^reat ornament to 
them. ; Sbpuld I publish the praises which are so 
well penned, they would do honour to the per- 
sons wjio write them; hnt my pubUshinc of th^m 
would, 1 fear, be a suffimnt inst^ee X0 Uie world 
thai 1 (UdBot deserve t^lB. 
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^ESDArY, NOVEMBER 7. 

nequtrpetfides nAUoTf .' . „ 
n pUeriSf cum nemo ea^fetf . ■ 

adeam veniesi .mdiGBOw ;^ " 

non posse: actum est, iUcet, ] 
i te vtctum senserit Tek^.' Eun. 

If indefed* you can^eep to your i*esolution, ydU will act a 
-noble and^a niianlV part^ but \t, when you baf e set about 
it, your courage iauB3^n, :uid you make ft! yolunt^iy-sub- 
mission, acknowledging tbLe- violence of your pasubn 
and your inability to hold oyk any long^ all's over with 
voui you are undone, and may jg-o hang'yourself : she will 
insult over y6u> when she finds you her slave. 

TO THE SPECTATOR ' , 

* SIR, . . : ^ 

*This istO'irtform you that Mr. Freeman had 
no. soonier taken co^ch/ but his ladjr was taken 
with a terHble fit of the vapours, which, it is fear- 
ed, will make her miscarry, if not bndi^nger her 
life; thei^fore, dear sir, if you know of any receijJt 
that is good against this fashionable reigning, dis* 
t£fmper, be pleased to communicate it for the good 
of the publiQ, and you wilt oblige yours, 



* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ The trproaid waa so'^reati as soon aa 1 hkl read 
the Spectator concefiyng Mrs. Freeman^ (No. 
2 12): that after many revolutions m heptem'per, of 
raging, swooning, railing, fainting, pitying her- 
self, and reviling her husband, upon an accident- 
al coming in of a neighbouring lady (who says 
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jjie ha^writ toyo«abp,) sh 
it bat to. fell to a fit. Ihadtl 
pap^ to her, andhaveap] 
af my countenanise aa4 temr 
wid soon foaiKl my hintorj* 
Mesgotki youri^mtixigi^y fa 
till i aaw ho\y it aiBFected B 
looJked d&equently at her husband, aa often at me ; 
and afae 4id not tremble as ahe iiUed tea till she 
came to the cirepm^oce of Armstrong'a writing 
out a piece of Tully for an opera June: then ahe 
burst out, she waaetposed^ she was deceived, she 
waa wron^edj and abused. The tea-cup was 
throwfi'intP'tlMr fire; and without taking ven- 
geance OR her apouse, she said to mc, that I was 
a pretending co^reomb, *:nieddler, that knew not 
what it i^as to interpose io so nice an a&ir as be- 
tween a ijaaa^dhis wife,. To which Mr, Free- 
2nan — ^^M^am, w«pe 1 less fond of you than 1 
aiHj I should not have taken this way of writiM 
to the Sjsectator, to iuform. a- wow^an whom Goa 
and natui'e has plaeeH under my direction, with 
what I req<}e8t of her; but since you are so indis- 
creet as PiOt tqr tak^ the hiDtwhteh'l;^ave yoili in 
ibat paper, 1 must tell you,^xmadaBi, m so many 
^oros, that yo<i have for a long and tedious Spai^e 
of time acted a palt unsuitable to the sense you 
ought to have of the subordination in which you 
areplAOedi^ And- 1 most aoq^aint you once for 
all, tiHit the-fellow wilhowt, ha,:Tom! (and tore 
iht footmiatn entered aodanswered-^-^'ada^) Sir- 
rah; do^ou not kiiow my voice? Look upok me 
when 1 ispeak to you: I.say,^ poiadamr, this fellow 
bcfre is to know of me myself,' whether 1 am^t 
leisure to see Qdmpany or not^ I.am,-from this 
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hour, master of this hous^f and my basiriess in it, 
and every where e*se,Js to behave-myself in such 
a manner as it shall be hereafter an honour to you 
to bear my name; and your pride, that you are 
the delight, the darling,* 6nd ornament of- a irtan 
of honour, useful ^hd esteemed by his friends; 
and I no longer one that had buriea' some merit 
in the world, m compliance to a froward humour 
which has grown upon an agreeable woman by 
his indulgencer*' JMn Freeman ended this with a 
tenderness in his aspect and a downcast eye, 
which showed he was extremely mioyed^ at the 
anguish he saw her in; for she sat^wellin^ With 
X^assion, arid her ey^ firmly fixed on the fire; 
when 1,^ fearing he wpuldlose all aealn, took «pon 
me to provoke her out of that amiaolie sorrow she 
was in, to fall upon me: upon whidh 1 said, veiy 
seasonably for my friend, that indeeddVIr. Free- 
man was become the eoinimoji ts^lk of the' town: 
and that nothing was so mui^ a jest^ as when it 
was said in company, Mr. Freeman has promised 
to come to such a place. Upon ivhirfi the -ffjod 
lady turned hei^softnes^ into downright rage, and 
threw the scalding tea*kettle upon your humble 
servant; flew info the middle of the room, arid 
cried out she was the unfortunates! ojf all women: 
others kept family dissatisfactions for hours of 
privacy and>re|tirement;'no apok>gy was. to be 
made to her, no ex|^ierit to be found, no previ- 
ous manner of breaking what. was. amiss i^ her; 
but all the world was; to be acquainted vnih her 
erroirs, without the leiist adnaomtiOD. Wr. Free- 
man was: g6ing to. make a.softeriirie speech^ but 
1 interposed. I^odk you, niadam/l nave nothing 
to say to this matter> but you ou^t to consider 
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you are.nowpaat a ebic^^: t^is humour, which 
was well enough in ^ ^rQ is insufterable in one 
of your motherly character.' With that she lost 
all patience, and flew directly at her husband's 
periwig. I got vhei^ in my .arhis,^and defended my 
mend:.he ma£ing signs at the same time that it 
wiKStoomuch^ I beckoning, podding^ and frown- 
ing over her shoulder, that he was^psl if he did 
not persist In this .m^anrier she flew rojind sind 
rouTO the room in a moment, till the lady 1 spoke 
of abovip, iand "servants entered;, upon which she 
fell on a couch as breathless. I. still kept up my 
fri^:id: hut he^ with a very silly air^ tid them 
bring the coach to. the door, and we went off, I 
bein^ forced to bid the coachmai^ drive on. We 
were na sooner come to my iodginj;s,.but ajl his 
wife's relations came tp inquire aiter . him : and 
Mrs. Freeman's: mother writ a note, wherein 
she thought never to have s^en ibis da^, and so 

forth-* 

. ^Irijiwordj sh?,.l a^ ^fraid we are ypon a 
thing we have lio talent^ for;, an4 1 can observe ' 
alrfeady.my filend looks upon me rather a^ a n>an 
that knows .a weakness ofhim, that^he ia asham- 
ed q^ than piie who bus rescued him from^ slave- 
ry.^ Mr. Spectator^ I apa but £* young fellow, 
s»d if Mx^jFreeman submits, I shall b^j looked 
upon as an incendiary, ai>d never. g;el a wifQ as 
loQgajs Ibrdathe. He has indeed sent word hpme 
he shall Ife at ftampstead to night: but 1 believe, 
fear of the first onset after this rupture has. too great 
a place in thisTCsolution. Mrs. Freeman has a 
very pretty, lister; sup]^>se 14eliverhimL up, said 
article wmi the mother for, -her for prihging him 
homp. -If he has not courage to sfend it^(jrou are 
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a great casuist^) is it ifitich ctn ill t))i|i]( ta bnng 
myself off as, well as I eao?. What iiuftedi»& doubt 
my man is, that 4 find .hethiiaks it ireaspnable ,to 
expostulate It least with her; and Gimtiiun Sentiry 
Wiii tell. you, if jrou let your orders be diaputea^ 
you are nolorraer a comi^anderi I wish you 
could advise ,me now to g^ eleto* of this business 
handsomely. . Yours, ;' 

/• . ^tOMMfi^CMW/ 

STS£I,&.- ■•''■. / •; >"T. 



No.il3r.^ THURSB!AY,>OVEMSeW9. 
Jl^p(Miter]hiorqitiiarehmet Jvvi Sat* 



T^en, unifertroin'd by rujes rf docieiicy, ^ -^ 
Tlf assembled {ehuiles raise a j^iieral cry. ■' 

I'SHALt ^ntertaiif in'y reatder to-d^y 
letters .from . my corl^pom^ntSf ; The firtt of 
Ihjemis the description of a club,; whether restFor 
imaginary lean not determine^ birt; am apt to fan- 
cy tMt the writer of it, whoever shp is, haa £cnrm^ 
ed a kind of npeturnal x>r^e^ut of her own fan* 
cy: whether this beso oj^tiot herletter ma^f cob^ 
dtice to the amendihent 6t thatJclnd of persoMs 
who are repre^nted/in it, and whose charaoters 
are frequent ien6u^.ihthe world/ 

* Sra. 55*G8PATOH, T ' ' , • ' 

< In some dfyour first p^j^rsjou were plefl^ed 
to give ti^e-ipubU6 a very div^rtmgaccdinit of se- 
veral dtibsund ndctumal'ass<^lmes; but 1 4mA 
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nember of a society which has' whdly eflCtfjed 
yoor notice, 1 mean a clab of she-romps. We 
take each a hackney-coach, and meet once a-week 
in a large upper-chamber, which we hire by the 
Tear for that purpose; our landlord and his fami- 
ly, who are quiet people, constantly contriving to 
lie abroad on our club night We are no sooner 
come together than we throw off all that modes- 
ty and reservedness with which our sex are oblig- 
ed to disguise themselves in public places. 1 am 
not able to express the pleasure we enjoy from 
ten at night ml four in tne morning, in being as 
rude as you men can be for your lives. As our 
play runs hirii, the room is immediately filled 
wim broken Tans, torn petticoats, lappets or head- 
dresses, flounces, furbelows, garters, and worked 
aprons.-—! had forgot to tell you at first, that be- 
sides the coaches we come in ourselves^ there is 
one which stands always empty to carry off our 
dead metij for so we call aH those fragments and 
tatters with which the room is strewed, and 
which we pack up together in. bundles, and put 
into the aforesaid coach. It is no small diversion 
for'us to meet the next night at some member's 
chamber, where every one.is to pick out what be- 
longed to her from the confused bundle of silks, 
stuis, laces, and ribands. 1 have hitherto given 
you an account of our diversion on ordinary dub- 
nights; but must acquaint you further, that once 
a month we demolish a prude^ that i^, we get 
some queer formal creature in among us, and un- 
rig her in an instant. Our last month's prude 
Was so armed and fortified in whalebone and Duck- 
ram, that we had mudi ado to come at her; but 
you would have died with laughing to have seen 

VOL. V. B 
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how the sober awkward thing looked when she 
was forced out of her intrencnments. In short, 
sir, it is impossible to give you a true notion of 
our sport, unless you would come one night 
amongst us; and though it be directly a^aii;ist me 
rules olour society to admit a male visitant, we 
repose so much confidence in your silence and 
taciturnity, that it was agreed by the whole club, 
at our last meetings fo givQ you entrance for one 
night, as a spectator. 

< 1 am, your humble servant, 

^ KITTY TERMAOAX7T. 

< P. S. We shall demolish sl prude next Thurs- 
day.^ 

Though I thank Kitty for her kind offer, I do 
not at present find in myself any inclination to 
venture my person with 4ier ana her rompine 
companions. I should regard myself as a secona 
Clodius, intruding on the mysterious ntes of the 
Bona Dea, and should apprehend being demol- 
ished as much as the prude. 

The following letter comes from a gentleman, 
whose taste I find is much too delicate to endure 
the least adVance towards romping. 1 may per- 
haps hereafter improve upon the hint he has given 
me, and make it the subject of a whole Spectator; 
in the mean time, take it as it follows, in his own 
words: 

*MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ It is my misfortune to be in love with a young 
creature who is daily committing faultd, which, 
though they give me the utmost uneasiness, I 
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know not how to reprove, her for, or even ac- 
quaint her with. She is pretty, and dresses well, 
is rich, and good-humoured; but either wholly 
neglects, or has no notion (Jf that, which polite 
people have agreed to distinguish by the name, of 
delicacjr.' After our return ffom a walk the other 
day, she threw herself into an elbow-chair, and 
professed, before a large company, that she was 
all over in a sweat. She told me this afternoon 
that her stomach ached: and was xomplaining 
yesterday at dinner of something that stuck in 
her teeth. 1 treated her with a basket of fruit last 
summer, which she ate so very greedily as almost 
made me resolve never to see ner more. In short, 
sir, 1 begin to tremble whenever I see her about 
to speak or move. As she does not want sense, 
if she takes these hints, I aim happy; if not, I am 
more than afraid, that these things, which, shock 
■ me even in the behayiour of a mistress, will ap- 
pear insupportable in that of a wife. 

'lam, sir, yours, &c.' 

My next letter comes from a correspondent 
whom 1 can not but very much value, upon the 
account which she gives of herself. 

^MB. SPECTATOR, 

* 1 am happily arrived at a state of tranquillity, 
which few people envy, I m^an that or an old 
maid; thereiore being wholly unconcerned in all 
that medley of follies which our sex is apt to con- 
tract from their silly fondness of yours, 1 read 
•your railleries on us without provocation. I can 
gay with IJamlet, 
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" —Man delights not me. 
Nor woman neiSier." 

* Therefore, dear ^ir, as you never spare your 
own sex, dj) not be afraid of reproving what is 
ridiculous in ours, and you will oblige, at least 
one woman, who is 

^ Your humble servant, 

* SUSANNA FROST. ^ 



rgyman, and can not help 
ir tenth or.tythe character 
o. 209) you meant myself: 
[uarrel against Jou for the 

our humble servant, 

BXTPGELL. . X. . 



No. 218. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

Quid de quoqtte virof et cut dieaif itepe cavtio, H)as. 

' ' Have a care". 

Of whom you talk, to whom, and what, and where. 

POOUT. 

I HAFPENSD ihe Other day, as my way is, to 
stroll into a little coffee-house beyond Aldgate; 
and as I sat there, two or three very plain sen- 
sible men were talking of the Spectator. One 
said he had that nroming drawn the great benefit 
ticket; another wished he had; but a third shak- 
ed his head,' and said it was a pity that the writer 
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of that paper wa$ such a sort of man, that it was 
no great matter whether he had or no. ^ He is, 
it seems,^ said the good man, * the most extrava- 
gant creature in the world j has run through vast 
sums, and yet beeii^ in continual want; a man, for 
all he talks so well of economy, unfit for any of 
the offices of Itfe, by reason of his profuseness. 
It would be an unhappy thing to be his wife, his 
child, or his friend;^ and yet he talks as well of 
those duties of life as any one. ' Mu 
has brought me to so easy a cdntem 
thing which is fals6, that thiu heav 
gave me no manner of uneasiness, bu 
time it threw me into deep thoug 
subject of fame in general; and 1 c( 
pity such as were so weak as to val 
common people say out of their o^ 
temper, to the advantage or diniinul 
whom they mention, without being i 

by malice or good-will. It would b^ ,^. ^ -^ 

expatiate upon the Bense all mankind have of 
fame, and the inexpressible pleasure which there 
is in the approbation of worthy men to all who 
are capable of worthy actions; biit methinks one 
may aivide the general word faxne into three 
different species, as it regards the different orders 
of mankind, who have any thing to do with it 
Fame, therefore, may be divided into glory, 
which respects the hero; reputation, which ispre-p 
served by every gentleman; ai>d credit, which 
must be supported by every tradesman. I'hea^ 
possessions m fame are dearer than IJfe to these 
characters of men, or rather are the life of Ihosc 
characters. Glory, while the hero pursues ereat 
and noble enterprises, is impregnable^ $ina iU 
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the assailants of his renown do but show their 
pain and impatience of dts brightness, wiliout 
throwing the least shade upon it If the founda- 
tion of a nigh name be virtue and service, all that 
is offered against it is but rUmour^ which is too 
short-lived to stand up in competition with gloryj 
which is everlasting. •. - 

lien is the portion of every man 
with the elegant and knowing 
is as^ stable as glory, if it be as 
d the conbmon cause of human 
concerned when we hear a man 
ir calumniated: besides which, 
>revailing^ custom amongst lis, 
s defence in his own arm ; and 
hecked,put out of countenanx^e, 
' disgrace. 

ippy of all, men, and the most 
langnity, or wantonness of the 
common voice, is the trader. Credit is undone 
in whispers. The tradesman's wound is receiv- 
ed from one who is more private and more cruel 
than the ruflSan with the lantern and dagger. The 
manner of repeating a man's name, — ^As, < Mr. 
Cash, oh ! do you leave your money at his shop? 
Why, do youinow Mn Searoom? He is indeed 
a general merchant.' 1 say, I have seen,. from 
the iteration of a man's name, hiding one thought 
of him, and explaining what you hide,.by saymg 
something to his advanta^ when you speak^ a 
tnerchant hurt4n his credit; and hun who, eve^ 
ry day he lived, literally added to the value of 
his native ^MNintry, undone by one who was only 
a burden and a blemish to it Since every body . 
who knows the world is 8en8U>le of this great 
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eviljt how careful ought a man to be in his lan- 
guage of a merchant? It may possibly be in the 
power of a very shallow creature to lajr the ruin 
of the best family in the most opulent city: and 
ihe more so^ the more highly he deserves of his 
country; that is to say, the further, he places his 
wealth out of his hands, to dra' 
ther climrate. . . ^ 

In this case an ill word may 
want, and by^ a rash sentence i 
fortune may, in a few days, 1 
g^ry. How little does a giddy ] 
an idle phraseto the dislavour 
be as pernicious in the conseq 
ry of a deed to bar an inherit 
gentleman? Land stands whi 
gentleman was calumniated^ 
great action is just as it was b 
offered to diminish it, and th 
and occasion expected to unrs 
trived against uiose characters; bi 
who is ready only for probable d 
him, can have no armour against tt 
the malicious, and the envipus, whc 
to fill the ci^ to hid^dishonour. Fi 
are slow en^hes of destruction in c 
the babbler m the case of the mercl: 

.For this reason 1 thought it an imitable piece 
of humanity, of a gentleman of my acquaintance^ 
who had great variety of affairs, and used to talk 
with warmth-enough ajgainst gentlemen by whom 
he thought himself ill dealt with; but he would 
nev6r let any thing he urged against a merchant 
with whom he had any difference, except in a 
court of justice. He used to say, that to speak 
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ill of amerchant, was to begifi his suit with judg- 
ment and execution*. One- can not, I think, say- 
more on this occasion, than to repeat, that the 
merit of the merchant js above that of ^all other 
subjects; for while he is untouched in bis credit, 
his hand-writing is a more portable coin for the 
service of his fellow-citizens, and his word the 
gold of Ophir to the country wherein he resides. 

STEELE. T. 



No. 219. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

Fix ea nd^tra voco.^^^^ Ovid. 
These I scarce call dur own. 

There are but few men who are not ambitious 
of distinguishing themselves ia the nation or 
country where they live, and of growing consid- 
erable among those with whom they converse. 
There is a kmd of grandeur and respect, which 
the meanest and most insignificant part of man- 
kind endeavour to prdcure in the little eircle of 
their friends and acquaintance. The poorest me- 
chanic, nay, the man who lives upon common 
alms, gets him his set of admirers, and delights, 
in that superiority which he enjoys over those 
who are in scMrie respects beneath him* This am- 
bition, which is naturalto the soul of man, might, 
methinks, receive a very happy turn; and u it 
were rightly directed^ contribute as much to a 
person's advantage as it generally does to his un- 
easiness and disquiet 
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I shall dierefore put together sKnaetiioughftf on 
Unn subjeet^ which I have not met with in other 
ifmters; and shall set- them down as they have 
occurred to me, without being at the pains^ con- 
nect or methoAse thefti. 

All superiority and pre-eminence that oae man 
can have over anodier, may be reduced to the 
notion of quality^ which, considered at large, is 
either tl^t.of fortune, bodjr, or mind. The first 
is that which consists in birth, title, or riches; 
and is the most foreign to our natures, and what 
we can the least call our own, of any of the three 
kinds of quality. In r'elation to the Dody, quality 
arises from health, strength, or beauty; which are 
neu^r to us, and mbr^ a part of ourselves, than 
the former. Quality, as st reg^ds the mind, has 
its rise from knowledge and virtue, and is that 
which is more essential to us, and more intimate- 
ly imited with us, than either of the other two» 

-The quality of fortune, though a man has less 
reason to value himsedf upon it than on that of 
the body or mind^ is, however, the kind of quality 
which makes the most, shining figure in the eye 
of the world. 

As virtue is the most reasonable and g^enuine 
source of honour, we generally find in titles an 
intimation of some particular merit that should 
recommend men to the high stations which they 
possess. Holiness is ascribed to the pope ; majes- 
ty to kings; serenity or mildness of temper, to 
princes; exjcellence or perfection, to ambassadors; 
grace to archbishops; honour to peers; worship 
or venerable behaviour, to magistrates; and rever- 
ence, which is of the same import as the former, 
to the inferior etergy. 
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In the founders of gr^at families, such attri- 
butes of honour are- generally correspondent with 
the virtues of the person to wham they are ap- 
plied; but in the descendants they are too often 
the marks rather of grandeur than of m^rit. The 
stamp and denomination still continued, but the 
intrinsic value is frequently lost. 

The death-bed shows the emptiness of titles in 
a true light. A poor dispiirited sinner Hes trem- 
bling under the apprehension of the state he is 
entering on; and is. asked by a grave attendant, 
how his holiness does? Another hears himself ad- 
dressed to under the title of Highness or Excel- 
lency, who lies under such mean circumstances 
of mortality as are the disgrace of human nature. 
Titles, at such a time, look rather like infiults and 
mockery than respect 

The truth of it is, honours are in this world 
under no regulation; true quality is neglected, 
virtue is (^pressed,* and vice triumphant. The 
last day will rectify this disorder, and assien to 
every one a station suitable to the dignity of his 
character; ranks will be then adjusted, and pre- 
cedency set right. 

Methinks we should have an ambition, if not 
to advance ourselves in another world, at least to 
preserve our post in it, and outshine our inferiors 
m virtue here, that they may not be put above 
us in a state which is to settle the distmction for 
eternity. 

Men, in scripture, are called strangers and 
sojourners upon earthy and life a pilgrimage. 
Several Heatnen, as well as Christian authors, 
under the same kind of metaphor, have represent- 
ed the world as an inn, which was only desigued. 
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to furnish us with accommodations in this our 
passage. It is therefore very absurd to think of 
setting up our rest before we come to our jour- 
ney's end, and not rather to take care of the re- 
ception ^we shall there meet, than to fix our 
thoughts on the little conveniencies and advan- 
tages which we enjoy one above anoiher in the 
way to it 

Epictetus makes use of another kind of allu- 
sion, which is very beautiful, and wonderfully 
proper to incline us to be satisfied with the post 
m which Providence has placed Us. * We are 
here,* says he, ' as in a theatre, where every 
one has a part allotted tp him. The great duty 
which lies upon a man is to act his part in perfec- 
tion. We may indeed say, that our part does not 
suit us, and that we could act another better. £ut 
this,' says the philosopher, * is not our business. 
All that we are concerned ii;i is to excel in the 
part which is given us. If it be an improper one, 
the fault is fiot in us, but in him who has cast 
our several parts, and is the great disposer of the 
drama.' 

The part which was acted by this philosopher 
himselt was but a very indifferent one; for he liv- 
ed and died a slave. His motive to contentment 
in this particular, receives a very great enforce- 
ment from the above-mentioned consideration, if 
we remember that our parts in the other world 
will be new cast, and that mankii^d will be there 
ran^^ in different stations of Superiority and pre- 
emmence in . proportion as they have here ex- 
celled one another in virtue, and performed in 
their several posts of life, the duties which be- 
long' to them. 
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There are many beautifbl passages in the little 
apocryphal book entitled, Tne frtsdom of Sola-' 
mon^ to set forth the vanity of honour, and the 
like temporal blessings, which are in so g^at re* 
pute among men, ana to comfort those who have 
not the possession of them. It Tepresents, in 
very warm and noble terms, this advancement 
of |i good man in the other world, and the great 
surprise which it will produce amone those who 
are his superiors in this. — * Then shdl the right- 
eous man stand in great boldness before the face of 
such as have afflicted him, and made no account 
of his labours. When they'see it, they shall be 
troubled with terrible fear, and shall be amazed 
at the strangeness of his salvation, so far beyond 
all that they looked for. And they, repenting 
and groaning for anguish of spirit, shall say with- 
in themselves. This was he whom we had some 
time in derision, and a proverb of reproach. We 
fools accounted his life madness, and his end to 
be without honour. How is he numbered among 
the children 6f €rod, and his lot is among the 
-saints!' 

" Br would see the description of a life 
id away in vanity and among the 
30mp and greatness, he may see it 
3rawn in the same place.* In the 
(ince it is necessary, in the present 
)f things, that order ai^d distinction 
)t in the world, we should be happy 
enjoy the upper stations in it woukl 
surpass others in virtue as much as 
In rank, and by their humanity and condesoen- 

• ch. V. 8 14. 
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t^ .ihofle wfato ftre Dettefttb. tbeni, and if, on the 
.contrai^^/tjhtose wfao^ iR tneaner J)osts of life, 
would "copai4<^ how tbey may b^ier their con- 
dItipnherpadFtepi'ftnd bj** a just deference andsub- 
,mis6ioh to their su{>efiors, make them> bamy in 
these b)es8ingsi2vitkWhicbProyidenc6ba8tooagbt 
fitio dii^in^igltth^n. . 

JimifiOv. ■■\ , C. 



No. 29% MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 



'sift, „':.' •- : - :^ . /t /.' • ■ . ..;■ 
* Wby wifi y»ii &Pply to mjr fethcar for my love? 

1 canned help^itif he wiH giyeyOu my pei^on; 

biit I asfivfre yba it is not innis power,' nor even 

>iniAy owo, to give you ni?y heart. Dear sir, do 

but cofiiider &e ill eOnsequencelpf such a matd>; 

you are fifty-five, J twenty-oi 

of business, and mightily cor 

tic, and making calculations; 

to consider what proportion 

mine; and wHen you nave jiria 

tiie neceasary decay ob one .' 

d^nete^bn thei>tber, you wUl a< 

perhaps is such lanmiage as .\ 

trom a- yoong^My:,llut my fc 

and J mrart talk plainly, i : 

divAno 9S y&k»M imyfatber i 
vol.. V. c 
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me or leave flie: but if you will be so good «. 
never to see me inore^ you will for evero^ige^ 
^ <3ir9 your most humble ^servant, . 

* MR. SPECTATOR, r . , 

^ There ate "so many artifices and modes (rf 
false wit, and such a variety of humour discovers 
itself among its votaries,, that it would be impos- 
sible to exhaust so fertile a subject, if , you would 
think fit to resume k, ;The foUpwing instances 
may, if you think fit, be added by vvay of appen- 
dix to your discourses on that sul^eet (No; 58,63). 
* That feat of poetical activity mentioned by 
Horace, of an author who could conipose two 
hundred verses while he stood upon one leg, has 
been imitated^ as I have heard^ by a modem 
writer] who,* pridinfr himself on the hurry of his 
invention, thought it no small addition to \m 
fame to have ea^ ^Sieoe minuted with tiie ejcact 
number of»houi:s or days it costs' him in the com- 
position. He could. taste no praise till he had ap- 
Suainted you in hoW short a space of time he had. 
eserved it; and was not so much led to ao osten- 
tation of his art as of his despatch. . 

Jiceipe, aiviSf - - ' 
Jkdpislm tabuktsj jdU^r riohia bcMi hoi^ \ 

Here's pen and inlr, and time ^d place; Mi try 
Who can write mo^ ^d faatest» you'or 1. GmxBOH^- 

^ Thi9 waathe jArhoIe of h^s ambition; and t^ene-. 
fore I can motbut^infe the flights of this ranid 
author T^:y proper to beopp^kl to those laW 
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rtou» BpthiBgs Which ye^ hsrt obsen^d were the 
* delight of the <}eraian wits> and in which they so 
happily got rid of. sucha tedious qtrantity of their 
time. J , . . . 

*4 have known agcsfitieman of anothcr^uroofhu- 
^mour^ who despisipe the naine of an^actthor, never 

ginted ^lis workfl, out con^tracted his talent, and 
the help of a Vipry. fine diamond which he wore 
oh his little ;finger, \Vasa considerable poet upon 
idaiss^ He had a Very good epigrammatic wit; and 
Uiere was i>pla psfflourortaVem window where he 
visited or dined for s6nie years, which did not re- 
ceive ^isie i^Letches or- memorials of.it. It was 
hjs misibrtun^ at l&st to lose his genius and his 
ring to a^^harper atplay^ and he has not attempt- 
^tomakeayersiesince^ . 
^'^Butdfafl cdntractioa^ctf* esfpedients for wit, 
I admire tbatr of anin^Baibys projector whose 
book I baveseeuf Thiti'^rtiioso bei.ng a mathema- 
tidan,-has, accor4itog.to.his taste, throwi;! the art 
of pOetry ititoa short problem,: and contrived ta- 
bles by whichany^jie^ without knowing a word 
of ^mmar o^ sense,- may, fo his i^eat comfort, 
1^ able'/to qptapose> or ratiier to erect,. Latin 
vei^s.^; His fa|>les are a kind ot poetical loga- 
ritiims, which bei)ig4iyided-i:nto^ several squares, 
and all inscribed with so naany incoherent wordsy 
appear to the eye somewhat like a fortune-telling 

• TMis is no fictlpa ^ the Spectator's, as ifnig^ht naturally 
be imagined. There was a projector of this kind named 
JohnFetev, who puhlished a very thin pamphlet in 8vo. 
enjtitied,";Artifi6ialVertifyin^, a hew way to make Latin 
Verses^ London, 16?8. " I he^Seve ^ in ji pfim of his scheme 
which is giy^n InNat Bailey's Dictiotiaiy, folio, tinder the 
word Hexameter. •- - ^ 
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aoreen. .Whalajoy nnuit it betoihetliilewiied 
operator, to find wt these wor^s^ beiog careful- 
ly eoUected and lyrit down in order, iKMs^rduzg 
to the, problem, start of tUem^lves into he^^ame- 
ter ana pentameter verses? A frieiKi (^ mine^ 
who ia.a student in astrology, meeting with tMs 
b0dkf performed the operaSin by the rules there 
iiet down: he showed his verses tp the- next^of 
his aoquainta^ce, who happened to understand 
X<atin; and being informea tbey d^cHbed a teny- 
pest of wind, very luckily prdixed them, t0ge- 
ther with a translati:o% to an almanack hew^ 
just tiien printing, and was suppose^ to hs^e 
foretold the last great storin. ' , r - 

. * 1 thipkthe only improvement bwond this, 
would be that whiclv thelate Duke ofBiiekilig- 
bam* metitionB^ toastiipidpreten.derto^poetrjr, 
as the project of a J)u^en niechamc, viz. a mm 
to make verses. This beiBS the mo^t compen- 
dious method qf all which >ave y§t beea pro- 
posed,^ may deserj^e the thoughts of oiir modern 
virtuosi who are employedin hew'discoveries for 
the public good, and it may be wptth the whila 
to consider, whether ^in ati iMapd where few aija 
content widj^o^tbfjing thought wits, it will not 
be a cxmnnon beiiifit, that, wit as well as labour 
should be xuade ehei^ 

^1 am, sir, 
fYour humble servant, &c»'t 

• George Yilfiers, author <:^.tiie*Re6eapaal, who ditd hi 
168r. < Dean Swift seeing to have borrowed from thenee 
his woedeAengrine Ibr making books, in GuUirer'sTra^tsla, 
pt. 3. Qh.5^ 

t By Mr. Hughes. 
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expeilde of wiesdring out xisy hat sd fadt as 1 do at 
pjceBcnt/ i ' ^ I an^ sir, yourt, .. 

> K S. Th^ ft^: some i^at do ki^ 
won^tbowtome,^^ V 

\ m ti!m-&i^~'iiiriroTfi[^k's. -^ . •: • :'', ■ 



No. atSl^ TIJE^AY, NOV^ 

. From egi^ft wl^ch fiirst m set upon tbe boarjl» 
t\) ai^ple» tipe, with wbich it liot iJEt sftor*^ ' 



of :a classie Wthor. •j-^" 
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man^ tbiinq^ oih«^ luGri to the €lub in 
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general! tbjit th^jiapera marked with R were 
written by my tnehd Sjir Hoger; max Jb signtiioy 
tiie Lawyer, whom I have described ininy seconU 
speculation; and tbatT stands for the .Trade?*, or 
merchant: but the letter^ X, which is placed at 
the jend of^some few of my papero, is that which 
has puzzltagd the whole town, as they can- hot 
think of aa3r^Aame which begins with that letter, 
except X^nophoa and Xerxes-, Vho. can .neither 
of them be supposed to haire^ad any hand in 
these speculations. ; 

I« answer to th^ ic 
haveminy of them 'toa 
terjj I. must tell theih^th 
losopherj who carried 
hi3 cloak. A oerliin a( 
to let him. know what i 
fully; /cower' tV(sa^ysK 
should not know. II 
scure marks for the sa 

perhaps, little amulets or cfiarins to preserVe th^ 
pap^r against the fascination aDd malice of evH' 
ey^s, for which reason 1 woufd not have my 
readers surprifeeid, If hereafter he^sees any^of my 
papers markedrwith i Q^ «i Z, a Y> an &c. or witn 
ih^ "^ox^ Mracadg^bra* , :^. 

1 shall, hpweVer, 30 far exj^ai^i myself to the 
realder, as to let him knbw that the lettter C, L, 
and X, are cabaii^tical, and carry- more in theiQ 

• A ndted charm for a^iie§,' saill to' have ^eeti inyented by 
BasUidei, a heretic t)f the second century'., who taught thit 
very sublime mysteries were contained in the number 365, 
(▼iz. not only the daystrf the y^e^, but thi different ois^rs 
^cekstiftl beings, &c ).^o whibh number the Hebrew letr 
ters tha^ compose the 'w<ml Ab(racadi^bra are said,:^ amount 
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jntfi. Tnoie wTip are versed in the philosophy 
.of Pythajforas^ and swear hjr the T^tracMySy 
tfiat IS, the niimber. four, will know very well 
that the number ten, which is signified. oy the 
letter X, and which has so <iTiuch> perplexed the 
town, has in it many partlefalar powers; that it is 
called by Platonic writer;^ the complete number; 
that^ne^ two^ three, and four put togettfiet, niake 
lip the num})er ten; and that ten is alL - But these 
are not mysterfes for ordiiM^ry reader* tp be let 
into. A man must- have «)ent many ^feats in 
hard study before l|e can arrfiipe, at the knwledge 
of ,them, ; . ; 

- We had,a» r^W3ibieal divine ?n England, who 
was chiapfaitj:iq thee&rl of J6»sfi4pi,te:queen £|li- 
zab'eth/S tiwfe, that-Kad ^h admirable ifeeid fblr; se- 
crets of this nature. Upon^ his. taking the doctor 
of divinity's degfee^ he pEeached. before the Cmi- 
yersitV;^! Giam&idge, uppr^ the first velpse of the 
ifirst chapter of the fir'^bppkdf Chronicles/ Mn 
Which,^.*say<i h%- ^youbav^ti>0 three foUomng 
words, iV \ . ... 

^ Enosh/ • " *: 

-t%X into tnaoy parts; 
d inystef ies in. ieach 
i(i ;an4 elaborate dis- 
rofouhd preacher w^ 
e' reader itiay find a. 
tWp. Fuller's book of 
ins^ncie'Will, 1 hope, 

•It «6em8 ^^e'woKil A^ajh. sigtMfies in-tlie -H,ebrew lah- 
gUage^nilLn; iSheth ^si^ifieB pJUtced; . and Enosh, misery; 
h^GQ this profdwi^ doctor (tt> use the words of the histo- 
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conyince my readers, that there may be a great 
deal of fine writing in tlie capital Jetters which 
bring up the rear of my paper, and give them 
some satisfaotiop m ^baft parttciilaii^ ^utas for 
the fall e^plicaticm of the^e matters, I must refer 
fhemto time^ which- dtsopyers. all thingsJ* 
ABJ>I^ON. V '- '-i C. 



itpa> referred to) ^ '^inbi^ ^ <^ lo^rstical meitfun^'' and 
di^g^ ^ott^ mom inference^ that '^Miih is jxUm^ m niise- 
rf oi^ i^w^* See .FuUer^s Worthi^ of Suffolk, p. 70. 

• Ii^SJ^le's 4edj(iatigp of ^* The Drumtoep'* to Mr. C^n, 
greve, yre^jfind tlm foTtoiiHii(g'pa88a^;^-*The <^tor [of Ad- 
disoh's Worksa iii4td/kr'r Thomas Tiekdl] will not let me 
opj^7- body'^Ise 'Q]|>ey_^.- Addi^nVcommands in*hi4in|p 
ai^tiiBi^ he desU^ l^^ld b'(^- concealed. ThebU>cum- 
stance ^.mai^i^ kU Sp&ctatoi^ f which I did not -know 
tOl-I.had^done wiui th^ work) I made^ihy own act: because 
I thought it too great a sepsibility in my friend, andtko^ht 
it, sinc$rit wa9 done, better to \31ippose it. marked b^ me 
thaii "the author himseH*, the real st»te^ yhStft tJith zealot 
nish^. andlnJucSU^iously exp^oseg. I ■asSc'tbe reader, whether 
4aiy &ing but an. earnestness fa dttpan^ me, could pro- 
voke the e<&toc in behalC of A&, Addison' to say,~ that he 
marked it; oiit <^$;au6on against me,^ when j had taken upon 
me to say it yas I thaf^d it out of tendeniesa to him. l| 
may te henc6 conjectured, that Steele put the (Xj* as a 
marktb distingui^^hAddkon'spapers inUicGuaixlm ' 
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JJo. 222. .W]EDNESI)AY, NOVEMBER 14. 

Cur aUer:Mtrim •eitun^'^ ^^*4^* ^ ^»i^ ' . 
Pr,s4er^!j^[aic^ Hon.. V 

Why, of tvro^broihcsn^ j9ne'] . ^ _ , 
Prefers iUs siybits «p H^rp(l?a>&Sgrftnt'i 



,fr6ni what phhftppy Mntpadfttiou* cmlse.it pro** 
oeeds,,that pqrsoris thus? finished by trature and 
by-^rt shpula sp oRe^^ tbe-m^tnace^ent of 

tbait which they ih vjr^ell Aifloej^ want the 

adctres^ to make a rigbt appjicatton of theit own 
jules^ This is certainly a prodrjgious inconsisten- 
cy in Ijehlayiour, and m^ikes. much sucb a figgre 
in nopr^s ag.,a mdiistro|35. birth' in naturals; with 
this diflieHnViedRly^ which greatly aggravates the 
wonder^, that M h^peiis. mi^ich more Trjeq<ien%; 
aiad what- a. bl^ous^ dQe$ it cast imon wi| and 
leabrning iiv t^h^, general account ai {he world? 
And in nOw diisajavaptageous a light does it ex^ 
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pose them to flie busy class of mankind, that th^re 
^uld be so many instances of persons who have 
so conducted their livesy in spite of these tran* 
seendant advantages, as neither to be haj^y in 
th^nselves, nor usdful to tfieir friends; when 
every bodv sees it was entirely in their own 
power to be eminent in both tnese characters? 
For my part, 1 think there is no reflection more 
astonishinff, than to consider one of these gentle* 
men spending a fair fortune, running in every 
body's debt without the leaist apprehension of a 
futureTeckoning,and at last leaving, not only his 
own children, but possibly those of other people, 
by his means, in starving circumstances; while a 
fiwlow whom one would scarce suspect to have a 
human soul, shall perhaps raise a vast estate out 
of nothing, and be the founder of a family capa- 
ble of being very considerable in their country, 
and doing many illustrious services to it. That 
this observation is Just, experience has put be- 
yond all dispute. But, though the fact be so evi- 
dent and glaring, yet the causes of it are still in 
the dark; which makes me persuade myself, that 
it would be no unacceptable piece of entertain- 
ment to the town, to inquire into the hidden 
sources of so unaccountable an evil. 1 am, sir, 
* Your most humble servant. ' 

What this correspondent wonders at, has been 
matter of admiration ever 9ince there was any 
such thing ^ human life. Horace reflects upon 
this inconsistency very agreeably in the character 
of Tigellius, (^e No. 1Q2) whom he makes a 
mighty pretender to economy, and tells you, 
you might one day hear him qpeak the mert jdri- 

VOL. V* D 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 THE SPECTATOR. No. 223. 

loMphic tiiingsrimaginable concerning being con- 
tented with a little, and hi? contempt of every 
thing but mere necessaries, and ii>hau a week af- 
ter spend a thousand pounds, ^^hen he says this 
of him with relation to expense, he describes him 
as unequal to himself in e\rery other circumstance 
of life. And, indeed, if we consider lalvish men 
carefully, we shall find it always proceeds from 
a certain incapacity of possessing themselves, and 
finding enjoyment in their ^own minds. Mr.« 
Dryden has expressed this very Excellently in the 
character of Zimri.* 

* A man so yarious, that he seem'd to be • . 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome. . 
Stiff in opinion, always in the wrong, ' 
. Was every thing by starts and nothing long; 
Bat in the coiirse of one revolring moon^ 
Was chemist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon; 
Then all for women, painting, rhynung, drinking, 
Besides ten thousand freaks' that died m thinking. 
Blest madman, who could every hour employ 
In something new td wish, or to enjoyi 
In squand'iing wealth was his peculiar art.-^ 
Nothing went unrewarded but desert' 

This loose state of the soul hurries" the extra- 
vagant from one pursuit to another; and the rea- 
son that his expenses are greater than another's 
is, that his wants are also more numerous. But 
what makes so many go on in this way to their 
life's end is, that they certainly do not know how 
contemptible they are in the eyes of the rest of 
mankind, or rather, that indeed. they are not so 
contemptible as they deserve. Tully says, it is 
tiie greatest wickedness .to lessen your paternal 

* Intended to chancteiiie the Duke of Buckingham. 
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estate. And if a man would thoroughly consi- 
der how much worse than banishment it must be 
to his child, to ride by the estate which should 
haye heen his, had it not been for his father's in- 
justice to him, he would be smitten with the re- 
flection more deeply than can be understood by 
any bvit one who is a father. Sure there can lie 
nothing more afflicting, than to think it had been 
happier for his son to have been born of any other 
man living than himself. 

. It is perhaps not much thought of, but it is 
certainly a very important lesson, to learn how 
to enio^ ordinary life, and to be able to relish 
)rdur oeing, without the transport of some pas- 
sion^ or gratification of some appetite. For want 
of tills capacity, the world is nlled with whet- 
ters, idpplers, cutters, sippers, and all the numer- 
ous tram of those who, for want of thinking, are 
forc^ to be ever exercising their feeling or tast- 
ing. It would be hard on this occasion to men- 
tion the harmless smokers of tobacco and takers 
of snuff. 

The lower part of mankind, whom my corres- 
pondent wonders should get estates, are the more 
immediately formed for mat pursuit. They can 
expect distant things without impatience^ be^- 
cause they are not carried out of their way (either 
by violent passions or keen appetite to any thing. 
To men addicted to delights, business is an inter- 
ruption; to such as are cpld to delights, business 
is an entertainment, ^or which reason it was 
said to one who commended a dull man for his 
application, ^ No thanks to him; if he had no busi- 
ness, he would have nothing ta do.' 

STSElE. - T. 
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No. 223. THUR^DAy, NOVEMBER 15^ 

suaoU amma/ guakm te dieam bonam . 
jini€haefui8te,t(ue8curii,9in^reKqtnaB/* Phjbdr. 

O sweet soul! how good must you have beeii heretofore^ 
when your remahis are. so delicious? 

When 1 reflect upon the various fate of those 
multitudes of ancient writers who flourished in 
Greece and Italy, 1 consider dme as an immense 
ocean, in which many hobte authors are entirely 
swallowed lip, many very much shattered and 
damaged, some quite disjointed and broken into 
pieces, while some have wholly escaped the 
common wreck; but the number of the last is 
very small. 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgtte vasto. Vir«. " 
One here and there floats on the vast abyss. , 

Among tHe mutilated poets of antiquity, there 
is none whose fragments are so beautiful as those 
of Sappho. They give us a taste of her way of 
writing, which is perfectly conformable with that 
extraordinary character we find of her, in the 
remarks of those great critics who were convers- 
ant with her works when they were entire. One 
may see, by what is left-of them, that she follow- 

• "In applying to the poetical remains of Sappho the 
two Unes of Phaedras contained in this motto, Mr. Addison 
has \at upon one of the most elegant and happy applica- 
tions that perhaps ever was made m>m any classic author.** 
Ess. on the Genius of jPope. 
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ed nature in all her thoughts, without descend- 
ing to those little points, conceits, and turns of 
wit, with which many of our modern lyrics are 
so miserably infected. Her soul seems to have 
been made up of love and poetry; she felt the 
passion in all its warmth, and described it in all 
its symptoms. She is called by ancient authors 
the tentn muse; and by Plutarch is compared to 
Cacus, the son of Vulcan, who breathecl out no- 
thing but flame. I do not know, by the character 
that is given of her works^ whether it is not for 
the benefit of Mankind that they are lost. They 
are filled with such bewitching 4:enderness and 
rapture, that it might haVe been dangerous to have 
given them a reading. 
An inconstiarit lover, called Phaeon, occasioned 

great calamities to this poetical lady. She fell 
eaperately in loVe with him, and took a voyage 
into Sicily in pursuit of him, he having with- 
drawii himself thither on purpose to avoid her. 
It w^as in that island, and on this ocicasion, she is 
supposed to have made the hvmn to Venus, with 
a translation of which 1 shall present my reader. 
Her hymn was ineffectual for procuring that hap- 
piness wliich she prayed for in it. Phaon was 
still obdurate, and Sappho so transported with 
the violence of her passion, that she was resolved 
to get rid of it at any price. 

There was a promontory in Acarnania, called 
Leucate^ ^n the top of which was a little temple 
dedicated to Apollo. In this temple it wasiisual 
for despairing lovers to make theil* vows in secret, 
and afterwards to fiing themselves from the top 
of the precipice into the sea, where they were 
sometimes ts[ken up alive. This place was there* 
j}2 
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fore called The Lover^s Leap; and whether or no 
the fright they had been in, or the resolution that 
ceuld push them to so dreadful a remedy, or the 
bruises which they often received in their fall, 
banished ^1 the tender sentiments of love, ana 
gave their spirits another, turn, those who had 
uiken this leap were observed never to relapse 
into that passion. Sappho tried the cure, out 
perished in the experiment 

After having given this short account of Sap- 
pho, so far as it regards* the following ode,^I shall 
subjoin the translation of it as it was seat me by 
a friend,* whose admirable pastorals and winter- 
piece have been already so well received. The 
reader will find in it that pathetic simplicity which 
is so peculiar to him, and so suitable tQ>the ode he 
has here translated* This, ode in the, Greek (be- 
sides those beauties observed by Madam Dacier) 
has several harmonious turns in the words, which 
are not lost in the English; 1 must farther add, 
that the translation has preserved every^ image 
and sentiment of Sappho, notwiUistanding it luis 
all the ease and spirit of an original. In a word, 
if the ladies have a mind to know the manner of 
writing practised by the ^ much celebrated Sap- 
pho, they may here see it in its genuine and natu- 
ral beauty, without any foreign or affected orna- 
ments. 

• Ambrose Philips.— The author of the ** Essay on the 
writings o£ Pope," thinks both ti^is and Philips's translatioa 
in No. 229 were revised and altered by Addison himself.-^ 
The winter piece may be seen in Taller, YoL \ No. 12, and 
sec Spectator, No. 336. 
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A HYMN TO. VENUS. 
I. 

•OVemwl beauty of Uie skies, 
To whom a thousand temples riset 
- Gaily false iu gentle smiles, 
Full of love perplexing wiles; 
O, goddess! from my h^art remoye 
The wasting cares and pains of lore. 

- n.- 

* U ever thou hast kindly Heard 
A song in soft distress prererPd, 
Propitious to my tunefol vow> 

O gentle goddeasJ hear me now, . 
^ Descend, thOu bright* immortal gaest, ■ 
^ In.all thy radiant charms confest 

m. 

• * Thou once didst leave ahnighty Jore, 
And silL the golden roofi} above: 
The car thy wanton sparrows drew, 
Hovering in air thcfy lightly flew;^ 

• As to my bower they wing*d their way, 
I saw their quiv*ring pinions play^ 

* The birds cUsmiss'd (while you remain) 
Bore back their empty -car agldn : 
Then you with looksdivinely mild. 

In every heavenly feature smil'^d. 

And asVd what new complaints I made. 

And why I call'd you to my aid? 

v. "^ 

^ What frenzy in my bosom ragM, 
And by what cure to be assuag'd? 
What gpentle youth I would^urer 
Whom in my artful toils secure? 
Who ddes thy tender heart subdue, 
Tdl me, my Sappfeo^ tell me who? 
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VI. . , 

/ Though now h^ ^uns th^ longing arms. 
He soon shall court Uiy sbghted charms ^ 
Though now thy ofT'rmgs he despise. 
He soon to the*e.shiEdl sacrifice: 
Though now he freeze, he soon shall bum, 
-And be thy victim in his, turn. 

■* Celestial visitant, once more 
Thy- needful presence I implore! 
'In pity come and ease my grief. 
Bring my cUstemper'd soul relictfj 
Favour thy suppli^t's hidden firea^ 
Aid give me all my heart desires."' * • 

Madam Dacier observes, there is something 
yery- pretty in that circumstance of this ode, 
wherem Vemjs is described as sending away her 
chariot upon her arrival at Sappho's lodgings, to 
denote tnat it was hot a short, transient virft 
^ich she intended fa make her. This ode was 
preserved by an eminent Greek critic^* who in- 
serted it entire in his works, as a piittern of per- 
fection in the structure of it 

Longinus has quoted anbther ode of this great 
poetess, which is liketvise admirable in its kind, 
and has been translated by the same hand with tiie 
foregoing one. I shall owige my reader with it in 
anower papei*. (229). In the meanwhile 1 can not 
but wonder, th^t these two finished pieces have 
never been attempted before by any of our own 
countrymen. But the truth of it is, the compo- 
sitions of the ancients, which have not in them any 
of those unnatural wuticisms that .are the delight 

* Dionysius of Halicamusus, de Structura Orationis. 
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of ordinary: readers, are extremely diffieult to 
render it^nto anojther tongue, so as the beauties 
of the original may not appear weak and fisded 
Ie ttie tratislation. . . '' 

AOIHSOI^. C. 



No. 224. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER: 16. 

Fu^;ente irahii wiutrido^ gkria curru 

Non mlfiut ignoUa generotit^ — - .• Horn. 

— ^—Glory's dhining'chariot swiftly ^ws, 

With eqaal whix^ the noble and the base. Cauch. 

If we look abroad upon the great multitude of 
mankind, and endeaTOUr to trace out the prmci- 
ples of action in every individual, it will, I think, 
seem hiehly probable that ambition runs through 
the whole species, and that every man, in pro- 
pcfrtion to the vigour of his complexion, is more 
or less actuated bv it It is indeod no uncommon 
thing to meet with men who, by the natural bent 
of their inclinations, and without the discipline 
of philosophy, aspire not to the heights of power 
ana grandeur; wno never set their hearts upon 
a numerous train of clients and dependencies, nor 
o^er gay appendages of greatness; who are con- 
tented with a competency, and will not molest 
their tranquillity to gain an abundance; but it is 
not therefore to be concluded that such a man is 
not ambitious; his desiresi.may have cut out ano- 
ther channel, and determinea him to other pcir- 
tiuits; the motive, however, may be still the same; 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 THX SPISCTATOB. No. 2M. 

and in these cases likewise th6 man may be equal- 
ly pushed on with the desire of distinction. 

Though the pure consciousness oT yvortl^y ac- 
tions abstracted f|rom the views of popular ap- 
plause,, he to a generous mind an ample reward, 
yet the desire of distinction was doubtless im- 
planted in our natures to an additional incentive 
to exert ourselves in virtubus excdlence. 
. This passion,, indeed, like all others, is fre- 
quently perverted to evil and ignoble purposes; 
c(o that we may account for many of tne excel- 
lencies and fp|lies of life 'Upon the same innate 
principle, to wit, the desire of being remarkable; 
for this, as it haa been differently cultivated by 
education, study, and converse, will bring forth 
suitable effects, as it falls in with an ingenuous 
disposition, or a corrupt mjnd: it does accord 
indy express itself in acts of magns^nimity or sel- 
fisn cunning, as it meet^ with a good or a weak 
understanding. As it has been emplpyed in em- 
bellishing tiiie mind^. or adorning the outride, it 
renders uie man eminently praiseworthy or ridi- 
culous. Ambition therefore is not to be confined 
only to one passion or pursuit: for as the 9ame 
humours, in constitutions.otherwise different, af- 
fect the body after different manners, so the same 
aspiring principle within us, sometimes breaks 
for^ upon one object, sometimes upon another. 
It can not be doubted, but that there is as great 
desire of glory, in a ring of wrestlers or cudgjel- 
players, as iii any other more refined competiuon 
for .superiority. No man that could avoid it, 
would ever suffer his liead to be broken but out 
of a pmciple of honour. This is the secret spring 
that pushes them forward; and this superiority 
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trhich they sain above the undistinguished many, 
does more than repair those wounds they have 
received in the combat It is-Mr. Waller's opin- 
ion, that Julius C^ar, had he not been master of 
the Roman empire, would in all probability have 
made an excellent wrestler. 

Gres^t Julius, on the mountains bred, 
A* flock perhaps or herd had led; 
He that the world subdu'd, had been 
But the best wresUer on the green. 

That he subdued the world, wa3 bwipg to the 
accidents of art and knowledge: had he not met 
with those advan^ges, the same sparks of emula- 
tion would have kmdled within him, and prompt- 
ed him to distinguish himself in some enterprise 
of a lower nature. Since therefore no man*s lot 
is so unalterably fixed in this life, but that a thou- 
sand accidents may either forward or disappoint 
his advancement, it is, methinks, a pleasant and 
inoffensive speculation, to consider a great man 
as divested of all the adventitious circumstances 
of fortune, and to bring him down in one's ima- 
gination to that low station of lifp, the nature of 
which bears some distant resemblance to that high 
one he is at present possessed of. Thus one may 
view him exercising in miniature those talents of 
n^tur^ which being drawn out by edtication to 
their full length, enable him for the discharge of 
some important employment. On the other hand, 
one may raise uneducated merit to such a pitch 
of greatness as pay seei;n equal to the possible ex- 
tent of his improved capacity. 

Thus nature furnishes a man with a general ap- 
petite of glory, education determines it to this or 
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that partietilar object The desure of distinction 
is not^ I ttiink, in any instance more observable 
than ihe variety of t)iitsic(es and new appearances 
which the moaish part of the world are obliged 
to provide, in order tb make themselves remark- 
able; for any thing glaring andparticular, either 
in^ behaviour or apparel, is known to have this 
good effect^ that it catches the eye, and will not 
suffer you to pass over the person so adorned with- 
out due notice and observation^ It has, likewise, 
upon this account, been frequently resented as a 
very great -slight^ to leave any gentleman out of 
a lampoon or satire, who has as much right to be 
there as his neighbour, because it supposes the 
person not eminent enough to be taken .notice of. 
To this passionate fondness for distinction are 
owing various frolicsome and irregular practices, 
as sallying out into nocturnal exploits, breaking 
of windows, singing of catches, beating the watch, 

fettinc drunk twice a day, killing a great num- 
er of horses; with many other enterprises of the 
like fiery nature: for certainly many a man is 
more ratish and extravagant than he would wil- 
lingly be, were, there not others to look on and 
give their approbation. 

One very common, and, at the «ame time, the 
most absurd ambition that ever showed itself in 
human nature, is that which comes upon a man 
with experience and old age, the season when it 
might be expected, he should be wisest; and 
therefore it can not receive any of those lessening 
circumstances wfeidi do, ih some measure, ex- 
cuse the disorderly^ ferments of youthful blood: 
1 mean the passion for getting money, exclusive 
of the character of the provident father^ the af- 
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fedionat^ husband, or the ^neitras friend. It 
may be remarked, for the comiprt of honest po- 
verty, that this desire Ireigns most in those who 
have Dilt few good qualities to recommend them. 
This is a weed that will grow in a barren soil. 
Humanitv, good nature, and the advantages of a 
liberal education,. are incompatible with avarice. 
It is strange to see how sudaenly this abject pas- 
sion kQU all the noble sentiments and generous 
ambitions that adorn human nature; it renders 
the man who is. over-run with it a peevish and 
cru^l master, a^vere parent^ an unsociable hus- 
band, a distant and mistrustful friend. But it is 
more to th^ present purpose, to consider it as an 
absurd passion of the neart rather than as a vicious 
affection of the mind. As there are frequent in- 
stances to be. met with of a proud humility, so 
this passiozl, contrary to most others, affects ap- 
plause, by avoiding all show and appearance; for 
this reason it will not sometimes endure even 
the common decencies of apparel. * A covetous 
man will call himself poor, that you may sooth 
his vanity by contradicting tum.' Love and the 
desire of glory, as they are the most natural, so 
they are capable of bein^ refined into the most 
delicate anq rational passions^ It i^trUe, the wise 
man, who strikes out of the secret path^ of a pri- 
vate life, for honour and dignity, allured by the 
splendour of a court, and the unfelt weight of 
public employment, whether he succeeds m his 
attempts or no, usually cpmes near enough to this 
painted greatness to discern the daubing: he is 
then desirous of extricating himself out of the 
hurry of life, that he may pass away the remain- 
der of his days in tranquillity and retirement 

VOL. V. £ 
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It may be thought then but comihoa prudence 
in a man not to change a better state for a worse, 
nor ever to quit that which he knows he ^all 
take up again with pleasure: find yet, if human 
life be not a little moved with the gentle gdesof 
hopes and fears, there maybe some danger of its 
sta^ating in an uiimanly mdolenceand securitv. 
R IS a known 'story of Domittan, that after ne 
had^ possessed himself of the Roman^ empire, his 
desires turned upon catdiinjg flies. Active and 
mas[culine spirits, in the vigour of youth, nei- 
ther can -nor ought to remain at rest; it thev. dehor 
themselves from aiming at noble objects, their de- 
sires will move downwards, and they will feel 
themselves actuated by some low and abject pas- 
sion. Thus if you cut off the top branches of a 
tree, and will not suffer it to grow any higher, it 
will not therefore cease to grow, but will quitk- 
ly shoot out at the bottom. The man, indeed, 
who goes into the world only with the narrow 
views of self-interest, who catches at the applause 
of an idle multitude, 3^ he can find no solid con- 
tentment at the end of his journey, so he de- 
serves to meet with disappointments in his way: 
but he who is actuated Dy a noUe principle, 
whose mind is so far. enlarged as to take in the 
prospect of his country's gpod; who is enamoured , 
with that praise which is one of the fair attend- 
ants of virtue, and valued not those acclamations 
which are not seconded by the impartial testi- 
mony of his own mind; who repines not at the 
low station which Providence has at }Nresent al- 
lotted him,^ but yet Would willingly advance 
himself by justifiable means to a more rising and 
advaatag^HUi ground; such a man is warmed with 
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a gnsnetous emulation; it is a virtuous movement 
itfnini to wirii and to endeavour ihat his power 
of doing good may be equal to his will. 

The man whQ is fitted out by nature, and sent 
into, the world with great abilities, is capable of 
doing great eood'or mischief in it it ought 
therefore to be the care of education to infuse 
into the untainted youth early notions of justice 
and honour, that so the possible advantages of 
good parts may not take an evil turn, nor be per- 
veirtea to, base aiid unworthy pur^ses. It is the 
business of religion, and philosophy not so much 
to extinguish our passions, as' to regulate and di* 
rect them to valuaole well chosen. objects: when 
these have pointed out to . us* which course we 
may lawfully steer, it is no harni to set out all 
our sail; if uie storms and tempests of adversity 
should rise upon us, and not suffer us to make the 
haven where we would be, it w^ill however prove 
no smajl consolation to us in these circumstances 
that, we have neither mistaken our course, nor 
fallen into calamities of our. own procuring. 

Beligion, therefore, (were we to consider it no 
farther than as it interposes in the affairs of this 
life) is highly valuable j and worthy of great ven- 
eration, as it settles th^ various pretensions, and 
otherwise interfering interests ofmortal men, and 
thereby consults the harmony and order of the 
great community;, as it gives a man room to play 
his part, and exert his abilities; as it animates to 
actions truly laudable in. themselyes^ in their ef- 
fects beneficial to society; as it inspires rational 
ambition, correct love, and elegant desire* 

HUOHSS. ' Zr 
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No. 225. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 

JVuihsm numm ahest si sU prudentiorr Jvy. 

Prudence supplies the want of eveiy good. 

I HATE oftea thoucht if the mitids of men were 
laid open, welnouldsee but litrie difference be- 
tween that of the wise man arid that of the fool. 
There are innnite reveries, numberless extrava- 
gancies, and a peipetual train of vanities which 
pass through both. The great difference is, that 
the first knbws how io pick and cull his thoughts 
for conversation^ by suppressing some, and com- 
mutiicating others; whereas the other lets theYn 
all indifferently fly out in words. Thi& sort of 
discretion, however, has no place in private con- 
versation between intimate friends. On such oc- 
casibns the wisest men very often talk like the 
weakest; for indeed the talking with a friend is 
nothing else but thinking aloud. 

TuUy has therefore very justly exposed a pre- 
cept delivered by some ancient writers, that a man 
should live with his enemy in such a manner as 
might leave him room tp become his friend; and 
witn his frienii in such a manner, that if he be- 
came his enemy, it should-.hot be in his power to 
hurt him. The first part of this rule, which re- 
gards our bchaviourtowards an enemy, is indeed 
very reasonable, as well as very pruaential; but 
the latter part ot it, which regards our behaviour 
towards a friend, savours more of cunning than 
of discretion, and would cut a man off from the 
greatest jdeasiires of liife, which are the freedoms 



Digitized by VjOGQIC 



No. 225. THS 8P£Cf 4T.0B. S8 

of conversation with a bo^om frierid. Besidcfs 
thaty-when a friend is turned into an enemy, and 
(us tbe son of Siriach calls him)* a bewrayer of 
secrets, the world is, just enough to accuse the 
perfidiousness of the friend, rather ths^n the indis- 
cretion of the person who confided in him. 

Discretion 'does not only show itself in words, 
but in alHhe circumstances of abtion; and is like 
an under asent of Providence, to euide and di- 
rect us in the ordihsffy concerns oiJife. 

There are many more shining qualitieir in the 
mind of man, but there is none so useful as dis- 
cretion; it js this ii3i,deed which gives a value to 
all the rest," ^hich^setstliem at; work in their 
proper times and places, and turns them to tte 
advantage of the person who is.possessed of them. 
Without it learmne is pedantry, and wit imper- 
tinence; virtue itself looks like weakness; the neat 
parts only quailify a man to be more sprightly in 
errors, and active to his own prejudice. 

Nor does discretion only make a man the mas- 
ter of his own parts, but ol other men's. The dis- 
creet man finas out the talents of those he con- 
verses with,' and knows, how to apply them to 
jM-oper uses. Accordingly, if we look into par- 
ticular communities ^ and divisions of men, we 
may observe that it is the discreet man,, not the 
witty, nor the learned, nor the brave, whoeuides 
the conversation^ and gives measures to me so- 
ciety. A man ivith great talents, but V'oid of 
discretion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, strong 
and blind, endued with an irresistible for6e# 
which^ for want of sight, is of no use to bim. 

* • Eccl. vL 9.— xxvii. 17. 
x2 
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" Thouj^h a man has all other perfections, and 
wantil discretion, -he will be of no great conse- 
quence in the world; but if he has this single 
talent in: perfection, and but a common share of 
others, he may do what he pteases in'his particu-. 
lar station of life. \, .^ 

At the same time that X think discretion .the 
most useful. talent a man can.be master of, I look 
upon cunning tobe the accomplishmelit of little, 
mean, ungenerous minds. Discretion points out 
the noblest ends to us, and pursues the most ptrp- 
per and laudable methods oi attaining them': cun- 
ning has 6nly private selfish aims, and sticks at 
nothing which may make them succeed. Discre- 
tion has large and extended views, and like a well- 
formed eye, commands a whole horizon, cunning 
is a kind of short-sightedness that* discovers the 
nunutest obicfcts which are hear at hand, but is 
not able to discern things at a distance. Discre- 
tion, the more it is discovered, gives a greater 
authority to the person who possesses it; cunning, , 
when it is once aete^ted, loses its force, and mak^ 
a man incapable of brii^ng about «ven those 
events which he might have done had he passed 
only for a plain man. Discretion is the perfec- 
tion of reason, and a guide tp us in all the dutien 
of life, cunning is a kind of instinct, that only looifs 
out after our immediate interest and. i^elfiu^ 
Discretion is only found in men of stroo^^^ense 
and good und^rsUndings: cunning isi^GLtp be 
met with in brutes themselves, and in.^ persons 
who are but the fewest removes from them>. In 
short, cunning is only the mimic of discretions 
and may pass upon weak men, in the saihe man- 
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ner as vivacity is often' mistakea for wit^ and 
gravity for wisdom. ' 

The cast of mind which is natui*al to a discreet 
man, makes him look forward into futurity, and 
consider what will he hid condition millions of 
ages hence^ as well a? what it isf at present. He 
knows that the misery or happiness which is re- 
served for him- in another world, lose nothing of 
their reality hy bein^ placed at so great a distance 
from hixp.— The objects do not appear little to 
him hecause they are remote. He considers that 
those pleacsiires and pains which lie hid in eter- 
nity, approach nearer to him every moment, and 
wifl be present with him in their lull weight and 
measure as much as those paih» and p^sures 
which he feels at this .very instant. For this 
reason he is careful to secure to himself that 
Which is the proper happiness of his nature, and 
the ultimate design of his beingj. He carries his 
thoughts to the end of every action, and considers 
the most distant as well as the most immediate 
effects of it He supersedes every little prospect 
of gain and advantage which offers itself here, if 
he does not find it consistent with his views of an 
hereafter. In a word, his hopes are full of im- 
mortality, his schemes are large and * glorious, 
and his conduct suitable to pne who knows his 
true interest, and how to pursu^ it by proper 
methods. . 

1 have, in this essay upon discretion, consider- 
ed it both as an accomplishment and as a virtue, 
and have therefore described it in its full extent; 
not only as it is conversant about worldly affairs, 
but as it re^rds our ^^ existence; not only as 
It is the guide of a mill^. creature, but as it is in 
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I^eral the director of a reasonable^ belns* It is 
2D this light that discretion is represeated by the 
wise man, who sometimes mentionait lindes* the 
name of discretion, antl sometimes under that of 
wisdom. It is indeed (as described in the latter 
part of this paper) the greatest wisdom, but at the 
same time m the power of every one to attain. 
Its ad vantages are infinite, but its acquisition easy, 
or, to speak of her in the words of the apocrypha 
writer^ whom I quoted in my last Saturday's pa- 
per:* ." Wisdojrn is glorious and never fadeth 
away, yet sl^ is easily seen of them that love her, 
and found of such as^eek her.. She preventeth 
them that desire)ier, inmaking herself nrst known 
unto them. He that seeketh her early, shadl have , 
no great travel, for he shall find ber sitting at his 
doors. To think therefore upon her, is the perfec- 
tion of wisdom; and whoso watcheUi for h^ shall 
quickly be without care. For she goeth about 
seeking such as are worthy of hw,, showeth her- 
self favourably unto them m the ways, and meet- 
eth them in every thought ' 

ADDISON. . C. 

Hi Ogb • ■ 



Nb. 226. MONDAY, NOViEMBER 19.t 

>'^-^Mi§iwn ai pidura poema, Horn. 
A picture is a poem without words. 

I HAVE very often lamented, and hinted npiy 8<^ 
row in several speculations, that the art of paint 

• Wisdom ctf SoL Ch. ri. v. 12. 

t ** Da yon read the Spectators^ I never do; tbeynever 
cane in my wayj 1 go t9 no coffee-hauaes. Thej say 
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ing is made so liftle use of to the improvement 
of our manners. When we consider that it places 
the action.bf the person represented iii the most 
agreeable aspect imaginable, that it does not only 
express the- passion or concern as it sits upon him 
who is dra^n, but,hsts under those "features the 
height <>f the painter's ima^nation, wh^kt strong 
images of virtue and hunoranity might we not ex* 
pect would be instilled into the mind from the 
labours of the pencil? This is a poetry which 
would be understood with much less capacity, 
and less expense of time, thin what is taught by 
writings; but the use of it is .generally pervertea, 
and that admirable skitl prostituted to the basest 
and most unworthy enas. Who is the better 
man for beholding uie mo^t beautiful Venus, the 
best wrought Bacchanal, the images of sleeping 
Cupids, languishing nymphs," or ^ny of the re- 
presentations of gods, goddesses, demi-eods, sa- 
tyrs, Polyphemes, sphinxes, or fawns? Hut if the 
virtues andi vices, Which are sometimes pretend- 
ed to be represented under such drafts, were given 
us by the painter in the characters of real life, and 
the persons of men and women, whose actions 
have rendered them laudable 9r infamous, w^ 
should not see ii good history piece without re^ 
ceiving an instructive l^uctuve. There n^eds no 
other proof of this truth, than the iestimony of 
every reasonable creature who has seen the car- 
toons in her majesty's gallery at Hampton-court: 
these are representations of no less actions than 

abundance of them are very pretty; they are gfoing to be 
printed in small volumes; I'll bring them over with me.'* 
Letter of Swift to Bfn. Johnson, dated Nov. 18, 1711. 
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those of our blenied Saviour and his apostles. As 
I now sit and recollect the warm images which 
the admirable Raphael has raised, it is impossu 
ble, even from the faint traces in one's memorv, 
of what.one has not seen these two years, to oe 
unmoved at the horror and reverence which ap- 
pear in Ijie whole assembly when the mercenary 
man fell down dead ; at the amazement of the tnan 
born.43lind when he first receives his sight; or at 
the graceless indignation of thesorcerer when he is 
struck blind. The lame, when they first find 
strength in their feet, stand doubtful of dieit new 
vigour. The heavenly apostles appear acting 
these great things with a deep sense of the in- 
fiormities which they relieve, but no value of them- 
selves who administer to their weakness. . -They 
know themselves to be but instruments; and the 
senerous distress they are painted in wheii divine 
honours are ofiered to them, is a representation 
in the most exquisite degree of the beauty of ho- 
liness. When St Paul is preaching to the Athe- 
nians, with what wonderful art are almost all the 
difierent tempers of mankind represented in that 
elegant audience! You gee one credulous of all 
that is said, another wrapt up in dee]> suspense, 
another saving there is sqme reason in what he 
says, anotner angry that the apostle destroys a 
favourite opinion which he is unwilling to give 
up, another wholly convinced and holaing out 
his hands in rapture, while the generality attend, 
and wait for the opinion of those who are of lead- 
ing characters in me assembly. I will not pre- 
tend so ihuch as to mention tnat chart on which 
is drawn the appe$a:'ance of our blessed Lord after 
his resurrection. Present authority, late sufier- 
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ings, hamility and majesty, deq[M>tie eommand^ 
and divine love, arei at once seated in hia celestial 
itoect The. figures of the eleven apostles are 
all in the same passion of admiration, but disco- 
ver it differenttj^, according to their characters. 
Peter receives his master's orders on his knees 
with an admiration.mixed with a more particular 
attention : the two oeitt with a more c^n ecstacy, 
though still constrained by the awe of the divine 
presence;, the beloved disciple, whom I take to 
oe the right- o£ the two first figures, has in his 
countenance wonder drowned in love; and the 
last personage, whose'back is towards the qpecta-^ 
tors, and his/side towards the presence, one woukl 
fancy to be St. Thomas, as abashed . by the con* 
science of hi^ former diffidence: which perplexed 
concern it is possible Raphael thoueht too hard 
a task to draw, but hy thi^ acknowledgment of 
the difficulty to describe it 
The whole work is an exercise of the highest 

1>iety in the painter: and all the touches of a re- 
igious mind are expressed in a manner much 
more forcible than can possibly be performed by 
the most moving eloquence. These invaluable 
pieces are very justly m the hands of the greatest 
and most pious ^oveueign in the world; and can 
not be the frequent object of evpry one at their 
own leisure: but as an engraver is to the painter 
what a printer is to an author, it is worthy her 
majesty's name that she has encouraged thai noble 
artist. Monsieur Dorigny, to publish these works 
of I^phael. * We have of this gentleman a piece 

* Hus pftpNer W|i8 mtended hf Ste^ to promote a pro- 
posed subscriptioii to enable Sij^or Kucein Dwigny (wlio 
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of the Transfiguration, which, I think, is held a^ 
work second to non^s in 4he world. 

Hethinks it would be ridiculous in our people 
of condition, after their large bounties to foreign- 
ers of no name or merit, should they overlook 
this occasion of havings for a trifling subscrip- 
tion, a work which it is impossible for a man of 
sense to behold, without bemg Tyarmed with the 
noblest sentiments that can be inspired by love, 
admiration, compassion, contempt of this world, 
and expectation of a better. . . 

It is certainly the greatest honour we can do 
our country to distinguish strangers of merit who 
apply to us with modesty^ ajid diffidence, which 
generally accompanies merit No opportunity 
of this kmd ouent to be neglected; and a modest 
behaviour should alarm us to examine whether 
we do not losi^ something excellent Under that 
disadvantage in the possessor of that quality. 
My skill in paintings, where one is not directed 
bv the p^ussion of the pictures, is so incpnsidera- 
ble, that .1 am in very great perplexity when I 
offer to speak of any performances of painters of 
landscapes, buildings, or single figures. This 
makes me at a loss how to mention the; pieces 
which Mr. JBoul exposes to siile by auction on 
Wednesday next, in Chandois-street But hav- 
ing heard him. commended, by those who have 
bought of hiiA heretofore,, for great integrity in 
his dealing, and overheard him himself, though 
a laudable painter, say nothing of his own was 
fit to come into tne room with those he had to 

hjul been invited from Rome) to copy and engnure the 
cartoona of B a p h^L 
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mU^ 1 feared I >houkL lo^e^oi; (Mxaxmot senr • 
ing^a. iSiaii't)^ worth in omiQi^^ to'i^^«aK bf Kb 
Auction. ^ N \J' '^■, ^ ' V / ^ ' ' 

■ ' - A : ." '/^ * *r ■ ■:'*^' ''^ " ^ '• * * • "^ 

' .fir itAy lasft TtoradayVpaper^vlitta^^ 
of >^j4c«j&alted ?%e 3^er^j&eajt^/wluchl fii^ 
has rsri^^fa a great! curkii^ty amonj^ several pf my 
cyrei^ndents^ i th<^i« .toldtherf that thid.leap 
waslBsedto •fietafecfii froma promontory of Leu- 
ctes, '-TWb I^cucas Was fpftnerly^ a.part of Acar- 
b'ania; being ioi!ie4 ttf it by a ;narrbw nejsk.oT 
land,* which tne se^i^ha^, byjeigtb 'Qf,time,x)Ver- , 
flowed ahciH'i^i^^ awajr^ sothatatpnsjs^nt Leuisas 
i^divided from tha tontine^t, anc) ma-Uttle ^land 
ilV'the rbniaft ^a. TTie .p;^omoBtQr)r qf.thisid^ 
and, from 'whehce'^ie; IpvJfer took -hia leap, Was 
ibrmeViy called ^ticate^ If there^ef h^&a mmd 
to know .botkthe Jsfand atid the prwii^oa^ry by 
tbenr «»0dera ti1:i^% he will, find miiis map the 
aneieitt lalatld of L^cas imder the^ hatne of St; 
Manro;and the aneieptt' promontoi^ of Locate 
und^<^ name of^the oapIS of 'St"™iat»o. . 
• .Since I am engaged tnnfirfaF^in:a^ti^uity, I 
must observe that^-h^oerka^ialhe n^i^im- 
iixed to-ifiy paper, describes: oQCp^ fis.de^Miir* 

VOL. V. F 
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i0g:8heptie^s aMresdkigliiiAiie^ mistress 

irfter the .folk) wittg m^iinpr : ^^Alasi /»*at wijl^ 
become M'/fti^ wretch that Tarn! Will yp.u^riotl 
hfeatt meP.Pil thxow. offi^y -diothefs ancL;^ke a 
leap irito^ that gart^f tlie sea which- js so; tiwich 
frequented hy Dlpi's thaiishcrmarii . And tbdu^h 
I should esca]3e with tny life, 1 know you will 
be ple^ed->ritlr it!^ .1 ^haU,learir.e it with the 
critics to detQrpaine whether ihe' place wfiicli mi$ 
shepherd' so pafticulftriy ppiptS'.qiit^ yvas ni^t tl^e 
abbve-merition^ctLeuoat^V at at lea^l soi^e other 
lover'« leap, lyhieh wst&supposfii- to. have had the 
same effect . l^can^jioi^ b^heW, a^ all tlie inter- 
preters do, that^he shephjQrd meanfi nothing far- 
ther hef^.thatt thiafrbe^ would drb Wri-hinQiself, shice 
he W5presents tjie iteue^f ftis'Iesip ^s'doubtfiil, hj 
ayidrog/ that if be* bhduld- eseape with life, be 
knows hi^ mistoesi^ would, be 'pjew^^d. ijJ'it^ it; 
whiclviSj accol^rng^tcKtuir \nteppr^tati9n,.t;hat she 
would rejoice. any way'tp -get iis^. of a lover who, 
was so XrpUjbJesome ^ hen * - > ; v \: 
After- this, short preface, "i-ahall- p^cseijit ,i?iy 
re^4er with' ^ine. letters whicl> J have- u^eeived 
upon-thismibj^et ' Tbis^ first, ,14^ jiferit itie.'by a. 
pnysiciari,' ,. . ..^ - - '' ^ ^ . 

^ The.TdA^r'^rfea^i whieli you. mention ia your 
223d paperyw^genefaillyit believe, a yepy effec- . 
tiJal cure for lovie* and npt plily torJov^, but for 
all oilier >yite* Irt ahbrtyslr, t am afraid \i Was 
such a lefip as that whicb H6ro iookfto get j*id ef 
herpa^siop fbr^Leander. A.>man id in^no danger 
of breakin^hls'^he^rt^ho broal&B his neck to pre- 
vent it- J^t^^w yei^^welkthe i^Oiidibrs wwl) 
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n:ici|e!hf • autl;io^~relafe concelmiiig this leap; and 
in pattioalar, thatyer^ liiUily p6r80hjf who tried 
it, escaped, iro> only with.llwrt* liy^s, but their 
limb?^ Itby this -meana th^ got ridvpf^heip love, 
though it m^y in part be ascribed to the r^asops 
yciy giv^ jiorM;# why ihay wenot-supppse that the 
cold DJiflT'into'^which they p^urig^ • theH^lves 
h^d also sotifie sMslre in then* • our^ A I^P i^to , 
the ^ea,-or .into any creek of "salt waters, very 
-ofteii gives anew raotit)n.to Ihespirit^^ a^d Anew 
turn to the blood; for which^ ireasotf weprfesCi^be 
it in; diitempers whic^^ n'6 xrthcr ihe^i^Ine will 
reach. - 1 could produc6a quotation Q\ii of a y€«y 
refperable aiiliidi-, in whusfi th6 frenzy produced 
by Ibye' i$ <^'mpare(J to that whifeh is "ptodiiCed by, 
thfe -biting piPa mad dbg, '*Biki as this corriparison 
, is a- little too cbars6;f6r y^Ht papei*j ' ^nd might 
loot as if it were eat§d toTldicule the author-who 
has made use oHh I shall only hitit at it> and de- 
sire you to <ion=?ider whether^, iCthje frenzy pro- 
duced by these two different '^^auses'be 6f the feame 
naturcy ittnajrnofveaij^ properly bfe'cwried [ly the 
same m^ansi. Jl amf My. your mo^ hufdble. ser-^ 
vantyand>well-^^ef,. • ' jEscvLAfiusi^ 

*.MR. SPipCTAtOK,- ■ • . - .\ ' 

>.l am ^ yoflwg woman (^r6sse( ' 

atpry is verylohg andmelanchol i 

the neads w it: Ayoupg^^entleni ; 

m^de his applications Jx) me* for tl 
thier,. and ^^fed"toy head with;* t i 

of ii^ppldess, feomieiifew davff 'Sj-n 
then - Eray^ tell in*, in what pa 
your .promontory lies', wjlicji^y^ 
tedpj knd whether bhiet;may:^ to 
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9h$9 1 am afraid' it iiasiostit^Virtue^ aad that a 
woman ofotir timesi wxMild fiftd bq more relief In 
taking ^ueh a. leap, ihaii iU. singi^ ahymo^W 
Venus. (^eeNb. 223.)\ ^tbat 1 Hiu8t1cry<)ut 

Ah ! cruel heaven^ that xnade ^d du^ for Jove.* ' 
/ ^ Yoiur discdnsQlkte-t^^Tvaqit, - - - 

* MISTER 5PICl»AT^FB,/ ^ - > ^ ' \ . 

,f My.h^t id SO full of lofes' apd pe^bns for 
Mrs/ Gfwin;fred,*«nd she is so pettiin and over^ 
run - with cholers aga^i^t me', ^t ifX-h^d the 
good happiness, to have my 'dwelling {which i^ 
placed by my creat-cranfathenupon-U^ pottomof 
an hiH) no farther distance but 4aventy mile from 
thi6 loierfs 'leapy I. Vonld; indeed endeafouf. to 
preak mv^nccliyapbi it qi> purpose. Now, good 
Mister SpictAt^r of:Orete fritswn, j^u muat know 
itjj there is in .Ca^narvdnshir^a lery pigmpun* 
tain',the^lo^y -of all WaIje5S,w^|iich isnam^d PeiH 
maimnau^,: and yt)U mifi^ a^ knpw^ it i&Bp 
creAt journey txjC foot from me} but the road Is 
stortyj^nd bad^br i^ooes. Now4heJ*eis upon 
the foreSiead of this mpuntain a/ery high, rock 
(like a. parish steeple)' that- ^cbmetb .a hue6 deal 
over the sea; so when.l^m ihl'mjr melah^olies, 
and 1 dp th«dw myself from it^ Wd tesire-my feiy 
good fi^ind to tell me in hisSnictatur, if t.8h%U l>e 
ctire pf my.eriejfoU^ lofea; for.there^is the sRea 
dearas the clasp, and as creei^-ns the .leek; then 
likewise if I be drown., and 4)reak my neck> if 
Mrs. GwinifredAviUnotliofe me afterwarda^ Ecay 
be speedyln youranswer^j Ibr Lamin creat haste. 
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N and 
yourevej? lofin^ friend, 



I it is -mjr tesifes to do my pusiness without 
loss of time. 1 remam, with * cordwl affections^ 



^ D^VYTH "AF S5ENKTK. 



^ P> §. My la:w4ttits-6s^ye brought me ta Lon- 
dony. but I Have Idistmy gausesj and so have made 
myTesolutibns.to'go dowriapd leap before the 
fronts begrn> fqr 1 am apt tb tarfee colds. ' . 

Ridicule^ perhips, is 4 bettej.exped-ient against 
love than sj^oer aqvicje; $ind I am; of Qpinion that 
HtMlibras and Dock Quixote majr be^s effectual to 
Qtire'the ex^T^agancies bf .this passioti as dny of 
th^'old philosophers, f shall /therefore publish, 
-very Speedijy, -thfe translation of 2^ little Grreek 
mahusci^pt, whichiis sent me by d learned friend. 
It appears' to hgVe, he^n U piece of thosq records 
wMcKwere kept'in thl^ .teijtple of ApoHo, that, 
stood ti^on tHe Tprotnontory of Leuc^ate. The 
reader will find it to -b6 a SpmniaryaciioUnt'Cif se- 
veral pefspns who -tried .the lover's leap, and of 
[^ the success they feund in it. As there "s^em to 
be in it some anao)||ronij3nis, afml Idetiations from ' 
the aucieht ortho^aphyj J afi? not whollv satis- 
fied myself that it IS iiitnentic^and nxri leather the 
produptiorf of one of those Oreciah sophisters, 
who have imposed upon ^e world seyei*^r spu- 
rious works of this nattire. ' 1 -speak this«by way 
of prfcautiony lijecause I know there are several 
vmters of uncommon eruditi|Cm, w^o would not 
fair to e^ose my ignorance, if Ihey caught me 
tripping ma. tnatter of so great monieht 
' ABtnsiysr, .-^ •-/■• •■ " '■ . ;.■ . . ' .' . .(X 
..-•. ".. .-••■■■ ' f2 -" -.■•••• 
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Nq.228/ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8^1. 

Shun the mquisitiveand cumiis Hiari; ^ - 

.For whatheBeanhewfllcelate/aig^il. ^ PcwiT. 

Thebb is a creature^ who Ijas ail the or^hs of 
speech, a tolerable good 6aj5acity for conceiving 
what js said to it, together with a pretty proper 
behaviour in all the oceutrieBces ctf common life, 
but naturally Very vapatit ^thought jjn itself, and 
therefore forced to aijj^y itself to foreign assist- 
ances.:- Ofthigi make is that roan ^^dip i^ vefy in- 
quishive. You ihajrtift^ ol)serre,.^at though 
he speaks as good sfense^as any man, upon any 
thing with wnicK he is well acQuam^d,. be cao 
not trust to the rad]^^ of His own fancy to ^entep- 
tain himself ^pon that'foundatioin, i)ut ^jjoes^n 
still to new inquiries. 'T^us;iiiotighji6uknbW he 
is fitfor the most polite conversation^ ybu iihlll see 
him very well cdntented.to sit by. a joc^iey , giv^ 
. ihg afi $LCcount of the many revolutions in his 
horse's hea(ith/what potion ^ made him take, 
how that agreed with *b™) now afterwards He 
,ea«he to his stoihaifeh atid ms e^erase, or kny 
the like impertineiiccy«nd be as well ple^ised as 
as if you talked- 10 him. on the\m6st importaiiit 
truths, ^ This humour is far front making a man 
unhappy, though' it may subject liim to jaill^; 
for he generally fcdls in with t person who seenCis 
to be wrn for; him, w^ich' is'^yom* talka|ive "Mr 
low. It k so ordered,, that tb«pe i^ u secret bent, 
as natural as the meeting of diSerent sexes^ in 
&ese two characters, to si^ly'eachothc^s wants. 
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I had: the hoDCHir the other day^to ditin a^ubhc 
room and ^w aa inquisitive ^man look with an 
air of'Satififaction upon the aj>prOach of one of 
titese talkers. , H^ man of ready utteranjce sat 
dowh'by himVand rubbing his head^ leaning on 
his'arBi) and making anjineasy eduntenapce, he 
b^ganf ^ There is po manner of news to-day. I . 
ean not tell wMt is the matter with me, but I 
^pt^yery: i|l last night; wtelher I caught eold or 
no., I know not, /but J fi^ncy i do^ not w?ear i^pes 
thiek endugh forihei^^ther, and i})ave c6ugh« 
ed aD this week: k must be so, for the custom of 
washing my head winter and summer with epjd 
water, prevents, any injury from the seasoh en- 
tering that way; so it must come m aimy £^: 
biitl take no nbtice.of it; las it comes sb if.g(>es. 
l^fpstof tmr evils p«ppceedfrom too much tendeif- 
nese;-and dur&ces are natux^ly as little able to 
cesist'the^Qold as other parts. Tl>e Indian, an- 
swered very well^ aii European^ who asked him 
how he could^ffCK^ naked ;*J'am all fi|ce.? ,. 

I observed .yiis di0$oursev^as 'as. welcome to 
my general incpiir^ ^ any. other nf more eJonse- 
qnence eouR have beenv ^t^ somebody calling 
Our talker to another, part of- th^ room, the in- 
quirer told the next itianwho^at by him, -that 
|ilr. Svich-a-one, who was jqst gone fifom him, 
iideSd^ta wash his head in -cold water eyery morn-, 
in^ ands(rrepeated^nlostVer6a^'7>».4l*that had 
b^eh ^id io h.tn>^ Thetr^th i^ |he inquisitive 
.are the<funnels of conversatioii: theydo not take 
in anything fortheirowri.iise, nut merely to p^iss 
it to another: the}^. jare the ^pnels thrpd^ which 
all the good -and evil (hat is spoken in town are 
convey^, ^udi lis are emended at them, lor 
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thmk t^iey suflfer by their bijhiivibur,* may tfem- ^ 
«clved mend that incou^etiicnce ; for they are npt 
a malicious^>ebp^ig, and if you will supply them^ 
you nMiycOpti'adict,any. thing tlb^y h^ei^said 'be- 
fore by their own nrouths; - A farther a(?countpf 
a^ing is «ne of the ^ratefiillest goodfethat cah 

. airive to thetrij.and it is^'selAbm that tKeJ^/ are 
nibre particular than to say," the town jsall haye it^ 
or 1 have it^om a go6d hand j so mat ihere is 
room for the town to know the matte? more par^ 
ticularlyj andlbr a better band to contradict what 
was said by a good one. . , ' - ; ' .^ 

I have riot k;nowp thiis iHMnouMnore ndiculoui 
than in' a lathery who h^9- been etft^ptly splicit- 
ous to^have an account how his.sg^i ha^ pasj^d 
away his lei!sure hours:, if it be in a way'thotou^-; 
ly insignificant, ther^ can not ^be a creater joy 
than'atxincmirer discovers in seeing hiTO-fonbw 

f so hopefully His own steps': >buf thia humour 
among men is most pleasant vHifen they are say- 
ing somethipg which is ^not, wholly pr^pfer for^ 
third pewon to hear, and • yet is iii. itself indijferr 
ent. *" The other day there camein a w:ell-dressed < 
yoimg fellqw,* and tM) gientt^meli of thia'spcrcies 
immediate^ f(^ll srwhispering his pedigree. :I 
could overhear, by^ breaks, jfShe tvas his aiiti4i?' 




J generally a darker'wag^f answer, * Not 
much; but thiq. gcntlero'aO' wears Ingher^ heels to 
his'slH)e3^' . . '. .'^ . 

As the 'im^uisifivejin n^ optnion, are- such 
merely from a ya'cs^ncy iniiheif own imaginations, 
there is YKxthii^^ m,etU)nks,-so dangerous ad to 
eommianicate secrets^to the^i:' for the i^Sime tern- 
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per of iiM^uixy ms^es them as impastiiieiitly oom- 
zaunioa^e: but iip.iban, th(5u^:ihe. c(MiyeFses 
witUthem, need put himself iii their ^power, for 
;they witt be conte&ted witly matters of le^ mo- 
ment as iyell. • When th^e Js fuel enough, no 
inattei^ what it is, — :Tb^S the ends of, sentences 
iq the i^^s^^iers, ais,:f thisivants confimation/ 
• this joccaaiSns many speculations^ ' ^ and ^;time 
will diii^ovfjr the event){are^read by thein; and 
lionsidered Jipotratf mereT'^xpl^yes.', . " > « 

One may see now- and thgn^'this humout accom- 
pajpied with a«i insatiable de^e of knowing what 
passes, . withoqt turningat to ^rly useln the world 
nut mer^y their bwn eotef tainipent/ - A npnd 
, which is gratified/this w^y is adapted to humoqr 
^mid pleasantry, aiicl' formed 'for an unconcerned 
character in the -world; and,- like Jmyself, to be a 
nJere spf^tator. This awiosit^, without malice 
.or s^lfJ^lerest, l4ys up^n the imagination a ma- 
^az^e of ^circumstances whi^ih can :not hut enter- 
tain-when thevjire^roduaed in. conversation. If 
one tyere te 'Kriow, Jrom the man of. the first 
(quality to th^ meanest serviant, the different in- 
trigues,, ^entimenjs, pleasures, ■and'^interests. of 
mariiiind, would it jaotlbe the most, pleasing en- 
tertainment ' imagvi\aWe to enjoy so" constant a 
fiaur.ef^as the observing mankind mu^h more dif- 
ferent from Ihemselvfts- ih^hpir secret th^u^ts 
andjpublic aotiohs, than ih their night-caps and 
long periwigs? - . .- -'• . 

^'MR- SPECTATOR, ... . 

. *. Plutarch teDs^ us, that Gaius Graiichus the Ro- 
man, wa^Op^qqenJiy hurried by hifii^>assioh"into 
so^ loud and tumultuous a way of qJeaiing, and 
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80 ^trained his voice, ai^ not to be able to proceed. 
To rei^edy thi8,^exc^68,h&had'an'iprg^iOQS sei>> 
vant, by name Licinius,' always atti^nding' him 
with a pitch-pipMft or- insifrument to<.i'egulate the 
Voic^; who, whefleyer he heard his master begift 
to be higb/^imniediately iQUeb^d a soft note, trt 
whicli it is said,* Caiufi would presently abs^te and 
grow calni... ;• ,; . " . '• - \. 

^ l/poji recblkectitrg thie^totjr, J Jiiave' frequent- 
ly' wopdere^ Jthart thig^- useful instjcuiAent should 
have beeh:so long diflcontinvetl, especisi^ly since 
we fijnfd that this good ofiEkce.orf Liciniuslaas prep 
served his memopy for many hundred year's; 
which, methinks, should have encouric^d some 
one to havfe revived it,, if notlprthe public gpqd, 
yet for bus own credit, Jt may beobjej^ted that 
our Idud talkers are iso fopd of^. their owifnoise^ 
that they wpuld riot tak£ it wellto. be'cheefced by 
their servants: but granting thfe t6 b& truci, sur€f^ 
ly any o( their hearers have a yiery.'godd tide^to 
play a soft note^ in their owh drf^J^P®*^ <To be 
short, ^o Licijiius/.appearing, and' the noise in- 
creasing, I was resolved to. give this late long va- 
cation to the good of jny country.; and"! ^ave at 
length, by the assistance of an l9genious^artIsrt, 

_.,. ^f:_iu_.t.- T^-al Society, almost cott- 

ball be ready^ in a shoil: 
lie with what" number of 
please, either, to vlodge at 
or .their own private use. 
pay thit respect to sev^r 
nqV tviU be indanger ot 
n&trument^ ,tQj g\xe%epi 
letters, |n which, 1: shall 
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. ^ I shpuld.ntow.^eublayou iM> Ipn^r^but that t 
must not conclude wHh0utiiesiring ycm ta accept 
onefoF these ^ipes; wtiich^h^U ber.I^ft fbryou 
vnih Buckley; ^EVitd which 4 hope will beiservice- 
able to youysmce^ as you are sUeht jfouraelf, you, 
ore ttlQsrt -open-to the insuttjB of the noisy. , 

' I ami slr^ &c. 

"'•;.'•/■ .. . • . •..••;. f•_^w.B..^ 

'• o ••''.,. ■• * ■ • , ,; ' ' " ■ 

^ I ^d almost ^rg6t to inf<Jr<n*youj,.Hthat. asan- 
improyement in.thi^ instrument^th.ere Will be a 
particular not$,;^hi(Shr,i call a i|[ush%ote; and this 
lata be made use pf^'^gainst a longjStofy^ swear- 
ings .pbscea^ness^ and the ]lke,^ . 

STEBiiE*' . - " -• T; 



ISo. 229; THURSDAY/ l^OVEMECER 22* 

Sappho's cl^ann'knjg'.l^^. , .. . 

Preserves' her soft, de^rei 
. And'tuil6s oiir'tiYisji'd souls to iprVe. ,^ JOrssch. 

Among 
which *are 
trunk of a 
and h^ad; 
mUnship ii 
gelo decfa] 
u. Indee 
made mo» 
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in thait gttsto^ to diakf^use isf liie -l^lii»1t^pktsu^^ 
for which -wBasonthis^maiiheii statufc is stilf caH"- 
.ed Michael Angel(>'iS9<5feooL V ' ' .^^ 

A fi^gmentoii?appSio7 >^Wch I d^^^ 
subject of' thi;? paper, is in as great- refutation: 
among. the p^ta ^and <!rhic^* 5$^ the lorrtitdatee^ 
figure aboveiAentibiied is among the sfafuatries 

ymen; aii4 
y often ta 
r-wpitings, 

eision of this 
OJthebcau- 

, j-x^ -.' - - - T -^en Wiittfen 

in tlw person of a lover jittttig h^^^ bis- niistressr 
1 shall. set to vie w iiirecr djffeitent cdpies of this 
beautiful original ; the - firgt is a- tf sfhslation by 
Catullus^ the Second by Mdnsieiir Boileaii^ ^d 
the last by a gentleman wh^ef'tra^dTslatipn of the 
hymn to Venus has beeii so desqrve^tiy aamired. 
(See No* 223j ' ...':, — ; .' ' -. . 

-' • \. AID Ll^SffiiiAM; ' '^. 

*Hle mi par esse Dea yideiar* - *; i . — 
flle^ si fas est, superarQ.<iivo6,'', 
'Qui' sedeiis4uiyersii8 identideA te 
. - . ' .«, -> SpectJiti etftuc^t . . 
' / :' ' ^' - ■ K^^' •■>>'.>? /. . 

. *Bjuke;rid^Yitemi;^iiuiercpquod;on^ ' ' •; -^ 
Eripk-seiwu^ ;Qaim:.Tjidn.^^a - ^ " ^ • " 

.: / li^sbia, a^isS, nHiil e4t ^eir jni _'\ 

' ' ' Qiied bquar xmt^» ' •' 



^ 5-Lingjja ied tc^et: tefiu^sub artus 
FLiinfflii dL^Qj^i^: soilit^ suopte. '. 
TuimultaiioesV gexiliha fegi^ ' 
- lAunina noote.' 
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My leaa*ned reader wSl know very wejl the 
reason why one of these veraes is printed in italic 
letters:* and if he compao'es this translatioa witii 
the original, will find that the three &rst stanzas 
are rendered almost word for word, and not only 
with the same eleganos, but with tne same short 
turn of expression which is so remarkable in the 
Greek, and so> peculiar to the Sapphic ode. I can 
not imagine for what reason Madam Dacier has 
told us, that this ode of Sappho is preserved en- 
tire in Longinus; since it is manifest to any one 
who looks into that author's quotation of it, that 
there must at least have been another stanza, 
which is not transmitted to .us. 

The second translation of this fra^ent which 
I shall here cite is that of Monsieur Boileau. 

* Heureux! qui pr^s de toi, pour toi seule so^pire: 
Qui joiut du plaisir de t'entendre parler: 

Qm te voit quelquefois doucement lui sourire^ 
Les dieux, dana son bonheuf, peuyentnlls IMgfJer ? 

' Je sens de veine en yeine une subtile flamme 
Cpunr par tout mon corps, ai>t6t que je te Tois: 
£t dans les doux transports oik s'^gare inon amci 
Je ne s^aurois trouver de langue, ni de voix. 

* Un nuag^ confus se r^pand sur ma vue, 

Je n*entens plus, je tbmbe en de douces liuigueurs; 
£t p41e, sans haleine, intercUte, esperdue, 
Un frisson me saisit, |e tremble, je me meun.* 

* It is wanting in the old copies, and has been supplied 
by conjecture as aboye,. But in a curious edition of Catul- 
lus, pid>ludied at Venice in 1738, said to he printed from 
aai ancient MS. newly discorered, this hne^is given ^ui 

■ ■ * Voce loquenauHk' 

VOL. V. O 
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The reader will see that this is rather an imita- 
tion than a translation. The circumstances do 
not lie so thick together, and follow one ano^er 
with that vehemence and eihotion as in the Origi- 
nal. In shorty Monsieur Boileau has given us all 
the poetry, hut not all the passion, of this famous 
fragment I shall, in the last {dace, present my 
reader with the English translation. 

..I. ■ ' ' ' 

• 'Blest as th' immortal gods Lb he, 
The youth who fondly ats by thee. 
And hears and sees thee i^ the while 
Softly speak and sweetly smile, v 

n. ' 

"Twas this deprived n^ soul of rest, - 
And rais'd such tumults in my breast; 
For while I gaz'd, in transport tout. 
My breath was {^he,^my voice n^i&s lost* 

III. 

* My bosom glow'd; the subtle flame 
Ran quick through aU my vital frame; 
O'er my dim eyes a darloiess hung; 
My ears with hollow murmurs rung. 

IV. 

* In dewy damps my limbs were chill'd; 
My blood with g^nUe horrors thriH'd; 
My feeble pulse forgot to play; 

I nuhted, sunk, and died away.'' 

Instead of giving any character of thfs last 
translation, 1 shall desire my learned reader to 
look into the criticisms which Lbnginus has made 
upon the original. By that means he will know 
to which of me translations he ought to give the 
preference. I shall only add, that this transla* 
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tion is written in th 
as near the Greek ai 
will possibly suffer. 

Longlaus has ohi 
of love in Sappho is 
that all the circumst 
ther in such a hurry 
ing they appear re 
really such as happc 

I wonder that not 
through whose han 
taken occasion from 
related by Plutarch, 
story of Antiochus, 
tonice, his mother-ii 
cover his passion) 
his bed by sickness, 
physician, found ou 
Dy those symptoms 
froin Sapplio^s writ 
room of the loye-si( 
toms discovered the: 
it is probable, that i 
from those which 1 
lover sitting by his 
tiochus is so. well kn 
sequel of it, which 1 
subject ' 

ADDISON. 
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No. 23*0. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23. 

Homines ad deas nuUd repmpmu aeeedunty guAm BohUern 
hamirUbua dandp, . / , ' . 

Hen resemble tjie gods in nothing so much as in doing good 
to their fellow-creatures. 

Hitman nature appears a very deformed or a 
rery beautiful object, according to the different 
Uehttf in which it is viewed. When we see men 
of inflamed passions, or of wicke4 designs, tear- 
ins one another to pieces by open violence, or 
undermining each otheV by secret treachery,, 
when we observe base and narrow ends pursued 
by ignominious and dishonest means; wnen we 
behold men mixed in society as if it were for the 
destruction of it — we are even ashamed of our 
species, and out of humour with our own being, 
^ut in another light, when we behold them mild, 
good and benevolent, fbll of a generous regard 
for the public prosperity, compassionating each 
otl^er'saistresses, and relicvingeach other^s wants, 
— ^we can hardly believe they are creatures of the 
same kind. In this view, they appear gods to 
each other, in the exercise of the noblest power, 
that of doing good, and the greate^ft compliment 
we have ever J)een able to make to our own be- 
ing, has been, by calling this disposition of mind, 
humanity. We can not. but observe a pleasure 
arising m our own breast upon the seeing or 
hearing of a generous action, even when we are 
whollydisinterested in it 1 can not give a more 
proper instance of this, than by a letter from Pli- 
ny, in which he recommenas a friend in the 
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most handsome manner; and methinks, it would 
be.a great pleasure to know the success of this 
epistle, though each party concerned in it has 
been so many hundred years in his grave. 

'TO MAXIMUS. 

* What 1 should gjadly do for any friend of 
yours, i think 1 may now with confidence request 
tor a friend of mine. Arrianus Maturius is the 
most considerable man of his country; when 1 
call him so, I do nc 
fortune, though thai 
integrity, justice, g 
vice is useful to me 
in matters of learnir] 
understanding are ^ 
loves me as you do, 
thin^ that signifies i 

nothmg that is aspiring: and though he might 
rise to the highest order of nobilitv* he keeps 
hiipself in an iriferiprVank: yet 1 think myself 
bound to use my endeavours to serve and promote 
him: and would therefore find the means of add- 
ing something to his honours while he neither 
expects nor knows it; n^y* though he should re- 
fuse it. Something, in^hort, 1 would havj& for 
him that may be honourable, but not troublesome: 
and 1 entreat that you will procure him the first 
thing of this kind that ofiers, by which you will 
not only oblige me, but him also; for though he 
does not covet it, 1 know he will be as erateful 
in acknowledging your favour as if he hm. asked 
it.'* 

* So fitf was VTitten by Hugbes. 
o2 
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BY STEELE. 
* MR. SPECTA.TO»> ' " s 

< The reflections in s<^me of your papers on the 
servile manner of education nowjn use, h^ave 
given birth to an ambition which, unless you dis- 
countenance it, will, I doubt, engage me it) a very 
difficult, though not ungrateful adventure. I am 
about to undertake, for the sake of the British 
youth, to instruct them in such a ntanner, that 
the most dangerous page in Vircil or Homer ma V 
be read by them with much pleasure, and with 
perfect safety to their persons. ^ 

^ Could I prevail so far as to be lionoured with 
the. protection of some Tew of them (for I am not 
hero enoueh to rescue many), my design is to re^ 
tire with tnem to an agreeable solituoe; though 
within the neighbourhood of a city, for the conr 
venience of their being instructed m music, danc- 
ing, drawing, designing, or any other such /ftc- 
coniplishments, which it is conceived may make 
as proper diversiqjis for th^m, and almost as plev 
sant, as the little sordid games which dirty school- 
boys are so much delighted with. It may easily 
be imagined, how sudh a pretty society, convers- 
ing with none beneath themselves, and sometimes 
admitted^ as perhaps not unelitertafning parties, 
amongst oetter company, commended and caress- 
ed for their litQe perfbrmances, and turned by 
such conversations to a certain gallantry of soul, 
might be brought early acquainted with some of 
the most polite English writers. Thus having 
given them some tolerable taste of books, they 
would make themselves masters of the Latin 
tongue by me^ods fair easier than those in Lilly ^ 
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with as little difficalty or reluctance as voaiig 
ladies learn to speak French, or to. sing Italian 
operas. When they had advanced thus far, it 
would be time to fwrn their taste something more 
exactly: one that had any truje relish of fine writ- 
ingy mighty with gre^t pleasure both to himself 
and them, run over together with them the best 
Roman historians, poets and orators, and point 
oiut their more remarkable beauties; give them a 
short scheme of chronology, a little view of ge- 
ography, medals, astronomy, or what else might 
))est feed-the busy inquisitive humour so natural 
to that age. ^ Such of them as had the least spark 
of genius, when it was ohceiiwakened by the shin- 
ing thoughts and great sentiments of those admir- 
ed writers, could not, I. believe, be easily with- 
held from attempting that more difficult sister- 
language, whose exalted beauties they would have 
heard so often celebrated as the pride aiid wonder 
of the whole learned world. In the meanwhile, 
it would ,be reauisite to exerct^ their style in 
writing any lignt pieces tB^t ask more of fancy 
than of judgments and that frequentljrin their na- 
tive language, which every one, methinks, should 
be nnost concerned to cultivate, especially letters, 
in which a jB^entieman must have so frequent oc- 
casions to distinguish himself. A set of genteel 
good-natured youths fallen into such a manner of 
Rfe, would form almost a little academy, and 
doubtless prove no suchcontemptiblecompanions, 
as might not often attempt a wiser man to mingle 
himself in their diversions, and draw them into 
such serious sports as might prQve nothins less 
instructing than the gravest lessons. 1 doubt hot 
but it might be mine some of tiieir favourite 
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plays, to (Contend which ef them should recite a 
beautiful part of ^ poem.dr oration most grace- 
vfuUy, or sometimes to jpin in acting a scene of 
Terence, Sophocles, or our own Shakspeare. — 
The cause of Milo might again be pleaded before 
more favourable judges, Csesar a second time be 
taught to tremble, and another rac^'of Athenians 
be afresh enraged at the ambition of another 
Philip. Amidst these noble amusements, we 
could hope to. see the early dawnings of their 
imagination daily brighten into sense, their inno- 
cence improve into virtue, and their unexpe- 
rienced good nature directed to a generous love 
of their country. I am, &c. • 

STEELE. T. 



No. 231. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24. 

Opudor/ Opietoi/- Mabtiax. 
O modestyf O piety! - 

Looking over the letters which I have lately 
received from my correspondents, 1 met with the 
following one, wiich is written with such a spirit 
of politeness, that I could not but be very much 
pleased with it myself, and question not but it 
will be as acceptable to the reader.- 

*MR* SPECTATOR, 

^ Ypu, who are no- stranger to public assem- 
blies, can not but have observed the awe they 
often strike on such as are obliged to ex^ any 
talent before themi. This is a sort of elegant difr- 
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tress, to which ingenuous minds are the most lia- 
ble, and may therefore deserve some remarks in 
Jour, paper. Many a brave fellow, who has put 
is enemy to flight in the fidd, has been in the 
utmost disordei^ upon making a if)eech before a 
body of hi0 friends at home. One would think 
there was some'kind 6f fascination ia the eyea of 
a large cirde of people, when darting all together 
upon one pferson. 1 have* seen k new actor in a 
tragedy so bound up by it as to be sparce able to 
speak or move; andhave expected he would have 
died above thr^ acts before the dagger or cup of 
poison were broiight in. It woulanot be amiss, 
if such an one were at first introduced as a ghost, 
or a statue, until he recovered his spirits^ and 
grew fit for some living part 

^ As this sudden desertion of one's self shows 
a di£Sdence whleb is not displeasing, it implies at 
the same time the greatest respect to an audience 
that can be. It is a sort oi mute eloquence, 
which pleads for their favour nmch better than 
words could db; and we. find their generosity 
naturally moved to support those who are in so 
much perplexity to entertain them. , 1 was ex- 
tremely pleased with a late instance of this kind 
at the opera of Almahide, in the encouragement 
given to a young singer, whose more than ordi- 
nary concern 6n her first appearance recommend- 
ed ner no less than her agreeable voice and just 
performance. Mere basnfulness, without merit, 
IS awkward; and merit, without modesty, inso*- 
lent. But modest n>erit has a double claim to ac- 
ceptance, and generally meets with as many pa- 
trons as.beholaers. I am, &c.'* 

• This letterwM written by Mr. Jo&i Hugbet. ' 
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It i3 impomble that a person should exert him* 
self to advants^e in an assembly, whether it be 
his part either to sing or speak, who lies under 
too great oppressions of modesty. I remember, 
upon talking with a friend of mine concerning 
the force, oipronuaciation, our discourse led us 
into the enumeration of the ^Veral organs of 
speech which an orator ought to have in perfec- 
tion, as the toneue, the teeth, the lips, the npse^ 
the palate and the wind-pipe. Upon which, says 
my friend, you have omitted the most material 
orfi^n of them all, and that is the forehead. 

But notwithstanding an excess x>f modesty ob- 
structs the tongue, and renders it unfit for its of- 
fices, a due proportion of it is thought so requi- 
site to an orator, that rhetoricians, nave' repom- 
mended it to their disciple^ as a particular in their 
art. Cicero tells us, that he nevfer liked an ora- 
tor who did not appear in some little confusion 
at the beginning ot nis speech^ and confesses that 
he himsdf never entered upon an^oration without 
trembling and concern. It is indeed a kind of 
deference which is due to a great assembly f and 
seldom fails to raise a. benevolence in the audi- 
ence towards the person who speaks. My cor- 
respondent has taken notice, that the bravest men 
often appear timorous on these occasions, as in- 
deed we many observe, that there is generally no 
creature niore impudent than a coward. 

-^^•^Idngitd meSor^ sedjrigida hdh 

Dextera Vibo. 

Bold at the Qouncii board; 

But cautious in ^e field* he ahunn'd the sword. DBTanr. 

A bold tongue and a feebly arm are the qualifi- 
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cations of Dranccs, in Virgil; as Homer, to ex* 
press a man both timorous and sancy, msJies use 
6f a kind of point, which is very rarefy to be met 
with in his writings: namely^ that he had the eyes 
of a <Jog, but the heart of a deer. * 

A just and reasonable modesty does not only 
recommend eloquetice, but sets off every ^at 
talent which a man can be possessed of. It neight* 
ens all the virtues which it accompanies: like the 
shades in paintings, it raises and rounds everv 
figure, and makes the colours more beautiful, 
though not so glaringras they would be withput it 

Modesty is not 6n\j an ornament,, but also a 
guard to virtue. It is a kind of auick and deli- 
cate feeling in the soul, which maKes her shrink 
^«id withdraw herself from every thing that has 
danger in it. It is such an exquisite sensibility, 
as warns her to shun the first appearance of every 
thing Avhich is hurtful. 

1 can not at present recollect either the place 
or time of what 1 am going to mention; bull nave 
read somewhere in the history of ancient Greece, 
that the women of the country were seized with 
an unaccountable melancholy, .which disposed 
several of them to make away with themselves. 
The senate, after having tried many expedients 
to prevent thisselfrmurder, which was so frequent 
among them, pul)lished an edict, that if any wo- 
man whatever should lay violent hands upon 
herself, her corpse should be exposed naked in 
the treet, anc) dragged about the city in the most 
public manner. This edict imniedjately put a 
stop to the practice which was. before so common. 

• Hiad. L 225. 
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We may see in this instance the strength of female 
modesty, which was able to ayercome the vio- 
lence eyen of madness and despair. The fear of 
shame in the fair sex was in those days more 
prevalent than that of death. 

If modest}^ has so great an influei^ce over our 
actions, and is in many cases so impregnable a 
fencei» virtue, what can more undermme mo- 
rality than that politeness, which reigns among 
the unthinking part of mankind, and treats as un- 
fashionable the most, ingenuous part of our be- 
haviour, which recommends impudence as good 
breeding, and keeps a man always in countenance, 
not because he is innocent,, but because he is 
shameless? 

Seneca ^thought modesty so great a check to 
vice, that he prescribes to us the practice of it in 
secret, and aa vises us to raise it in ourselves up- 
on imaginary occasions, when such as are r^al ao 
not offer themselves; for this is thfe meaning of 
his precept, that when we are by ourselves, and 
in our greatest solitudes, we should fancy that 
Cato stands beforieus, and • sees every thing we 
do. In short, if you banish modesty out of the 
world, she carries away wifli her half the virtue 
that is pi it : 

After these reflections on modesty, as it is a 
virtue, 1 must observe, that there is a vicious mo- 
desty, which justly deserves to be ridiculed, and 
which those persons very often discover who 
value themselves most upon a well-bred confi- 
dence. This happens when a man is ashamed to 
act up to his reason, and would not, upon any 
consideration, be surprised in the jpractice of 
those duties, for the performance of which he 
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was ctent into th^ ^orld^ Ma^y aa iispuder 
libeiliBe ^9nnii4 UudH to ,bo .cau&^^ a seiilai 
4iBcourse^ -and would scarce be^le to>sh^w hi 
hestd^dfter Uymg diaieloaed a isligious thottghi 
—^Decency of behavioar^- all otitward show of vii 
tue and abborreoceef yicie^^ai^ cai%iCu)l\t: airoide 
hy thia set ;of shame-faced people,, as.wnat woo] 
di^sp^ge thpifr gaiety; of -temieTjr and infallibl 
Inring' them tCLd&honour.'-.Tms is such a'poOi 
ness of spi^it,^ such a: despicable cowardice^ sue 
, a .degienerat^ abject stole of niind, as one woul 
thinS 1$uman vnatuire ihcapabie of, did we nc 
meet .with frequent iqstanceir <^f it in ordinar 
donyerslition. . * : 

Tjhefe is anothc^ k(nd of vieious inodesty whic 
4nak^^ man a^ham^di^.kis person, .his birl^, h 
prafessTon,.hi5*J>oi^er^yj^ or' toe Irke misfortqi^ 
^ivinch it was ttiot in bis choice to prevent, and 
not in his power ta rectify. If -a man appeal 
ridieulovts by anyof the afore-mentioned circuii 
alaiu?es,>he^ecomes much more So by being oi 
of^ibuntenaneefohthem. They shoujA rather gi\ 
hin^ ec^sLon to exerVi|'no);le'apiriti and to pa 
liate those imperfections whion a^ hot in h 
power, b^r those pMfcrtectiins^ich ape5^6r> to ni 
. avwywi^tj^ ^loM^on rf «i -efninpnt auflior/ Y 
should imitatO'Cisssar, who, bepanse hi^ head wi 
bald, ^ei«d that idtefectwith laurels. . - . 
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No. 832. MONDAY, NOVEMBER'26. 

- • 'V * - * . » -, r ♦^. V *■ 

By bestoV^ftg'noChin^ hte ^fxjfoi^fed' ^ior^^ .' . r 

My wise atid goadiri'erid, Sir Aiadrew Frefe- 
port,-divides himself silmost^qtiftlly between Uie' 
toiwn and the coantrvf his titofe in tbWniis given 
up to the publiq, and theimk^agei=lJelltbfthl8'P^i- 
Tate^for;tufle^hd after- eA^ry thi^ or four^tlays 
spent in this noanneF, he retires, foi^ aisintiiyio 
hi§ seat, within a few milfes of thQ town, to t<>e 
enjoyment of hiai«6lf, hid faihily and his fri^d. 
TChus busirieSs^and pleaJSui^e'/QPT^theKlri Sir An- 
drenV,. labour :, ^nd rest, -recoriimend each other: 
they take their tui^nsj vyith-so tjuick a vicissitude, 
that neither -bedome^ a habij, or takes po'ssessiaii 
of thjB whole man^ tior is it possible he sboyld be 
surfeited- with either. , i often see him at. -our 
club in*^0od;4iuinqur, and vet.sometimeSr too 
with an air of qai?e in his looks; bu tun his coun- 
try retreat he i5 iifw^ys tinbentf and such a icmi^- 
panipn atf 1 >»rottld 3asirfef*aMfl tben$fi)re Ir seldom 
fail to^ff^kebne with bm when he ssploflied'to 
invite me. ; . . • - , - > •' '^■ 

The other day,-ti|^w>n «r we were got in^a 
his. ^^riot, .two or" three be^ars on otch side 
lUmg upon ^e doors, ^nd sSRcit^d eur charity 
with the Usual rhetoric of a sick wife or husband 
at home, three or four helpless litthe children, aU 
stM^ving With ocdd aiid hiingen ^^e were forcfcd 
to part with son?e money to'gi^ rid of theii; im^ 
porturiity; and then We proceeded pn bar jour 
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iiey» witK the btes^ings^tful^^ucGjamatiLons p£ those 
people* - : - _ ; , / " ' „ 

^Well then (j&ay^Sir ^ndrew, V^Ve go off.wi^ 
the; prayers an4 g6od wisljes of ihe beggar^, and 
perhaps too 9ur health? will be drui:ik^at the next 
^le-hduse; sb all we shWl^be able, to value our- 
selves japon ^ that we have, pronjotedthe tratie 
of the victualler «T>d the; excises of the goverti- 
nient. But how ^evr oundes' of ,woo} do we see 
upbri the ' backs' of these "poor creatures? And* 
wheti'they shall next fall in our way,. they will 
hajrdly *t)e better nJre^t; they must ql ways live-in 
ragjs to look like Jobjects o£ cp.rr)passipn. If their 
, families too are^^ sqehsas they are represented; it 
is certain- they carf- not be better clothed^ and 
mast' be.a ^reat'deal worse fed';jcnie would think 
potatoes shovdd b^eiJl their br^ad> and their drink 
the puFfe ;element;-i?tncl'then what g<k)dly (?ustoav- 
erj? are .the farmers like to have lor their wpoj'^ 
.corn ahdv cattle? Suth customers/ and such a 
cbnsainptidn, can not choose but advance tl^ 
landedahterest,^and hold lip the rents of t^e g«iE- 
tlemen! "- ' ' ' : . ' ^ ^ 

. - * But pf all - men living, we merchants^ who live 
by'0>uyingjihd" selling^^ught never to encourage 
begfi^rs* 1^ . goods vvWch. we export are indexed 
the product of the lands; but ^uch th^ greatest 
partT^f their -vahie is *the labour of the people: 
put how^rauch of theSe people'^s labour' shall. we 
expoA w.hilst we hire them to sit still?^ The vjery 
alms they receiAre from us. are the wages^ of rdle^ 
Tie^s. 1 have often tbotlgjii thlBrf ncJ jpiian should 
he permitted to take relief from the'parish, oi^ t^ 
ask ft in the street, till heVhas first purchaseilitft 
mi^h as/poasible of his own livelihood by the 
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labour of Ihs own handsf s[nd then^the ^public 
ou^t only to be taxed^o niake . godtt" tiae >defi- 
cienciy. If thils rqje was" strictly observed, we 
should see ev6ry where suoh a multitude of new 
labourers as wotdd, Tn all probability, reduce tiie 

fjricesof all out manufactuj*e.s. It is the very 
ife of merchandise to buy cheap and sell dear. 
The merchant ought to make his outset as clie^ 
as possihle,' that he ifnay.find the greater profit 
upon his returns; and riothing will eh^e him to 
do this like the redqctibri of the price of labour 
upon all our manufactures. Thi;^ too would be 
the Pbady Way to increase* the number of our 
foreign markets : : the . aoatement pf the price 6{ 
the manufacture would pay for the carriage Of it 
to more distant qbuntrie^r arid this conseouence 
would b& ec^ually beneficial both tOtthe landed 
and trading interests. As s6 great an. addition 
of labouring hands would produce this happy 
consequence both to the merchant and the ^6n-. 
tlettiTan, our* liberality to common beggjairs, and 
every other obstruction to the increase m. labour- 
ers, mu^t be equally pernicious to both.' ; ^ 

Sir Andrew then went on to affirm, * Tliat the 
redaction of the prices of our rtanufswstures by 
the addition pf so many newr h^ndiS, would be no 
iheonyenience to any man:' but observing Lwas 
somethiilg startled at the assertion, he^nfiade a 
short paus^^ add then resumed the disooiirse. ^It 
may seem^sayshe) a paradox,, that the price of 
labour should be reduced "without an abatement 
^f wages, or th^t wages can be abated without 
any inconvenience.^to the labouret, and yet no- 
thing is jnore certain than that bo^ these things 
may happen. The i;rages 'of the labourers make 
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Ijie greate^4)art of th€)}r;ce of fe very thpg that 
isaseful; and if,' in proportion wjth . tlie^ wagesy 
the prices of allxither things should be abated, 
eVery labourer, With^ less Wagesj^ivpuld still be 
able to purchase as many Ji€cessaries of life: 
where then Would -be the 'in convenience? But the 
price x)f labour may be reduced by the-addition 
of more hands to a manufacture,' and- yet the 
wajges of persons remain as high as evei)., The 
admirable Sjr Williarii Petty has given Examples 
of this in somij of his writings:, one of them, as I 
remembef, is that of a watcnV which j shall en- 
dcayour to explain "so as ^ball suit my present 
purpose: It js ceWain that a single;^ watch could 
not be'raad^ so cheap in proportion %' only one 
man as a' hundred watches by a, hundred;. for, as 
therfe is.vast variety in^ the work^ rlo 'One person 
could equally suit nirhself to all the parts-of it; 
the manufacture would be tedious, and. at last, 
but clumsily performed : but, if a hundred watches 
were to be made by a hundred ;men, the cases 
may be assigned to one, the dials to another, the 
wheels to' another^ the springs io another, and 
evierv othfer part tb a proper arti.St: as there 
would'be no need of perplexing^aiiy one person, 
with tpo' much Variety,, every o.ne would be able 
to perform bis single part with jgreater skilland 
expedition^ and the, hundred watches would he 
finished in one fourth part of the time of the first 
one, and ev^ry. op6 of them at one fourth part of 
the Cost, ihoiigh the 'w^^? ®^ every man were 
eqiiai. The reduction QttHe price of the manu* 
facture wdttlj. kfcrease tb6 demand of it; all the, 
same hands would be s$iU eihplayed, and as well 
paid. The saine rule will hold in the clothing, 
h2 
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the shipping, ^fid all other tTradee^ whatsoever. 
And thus, an addition of hands tO<>ur mant^fac^ 
tures will onI)p redjice the price of tliem^^the 
labourer will still h^ve as mileh wages, and wfll 
consequently be* enabled to purchase more c6n»- 
veniences of -life; so. that every interest of the 
nation would receive ii benefit from the increase 
of our working people. 

^Besides, 1 see no pc^iaaion for ,this charity to 
comnion beggars^ jSince eV'ery beecar iS' an in- 
habitant of a parisKv and every ]^r4^ is' taxed to 
the maintenance gf ^helr own poor. For my 
own part, 1 can not be mightily pfeaseB with the 
laws which Jjave done thisf, which have grovid 
ed better to feed than .employ the poor,! We 
have a tradition Trpm. our forefathers, that. after 
the. first of those laws was mad6, tliey were in- 
sulted w.ilh tiSat famous song,^ — \ ' 

* Haxig sbcrow, and cast away care, • - 
- The parish fs bound to find ua,* &c. " * '■' • 

And if we will be so good-natured as to maintain 
them withoiitr workythey can do no less in return 
than sing us * The Merry Beggars.' > 

. \ What then?. Am 1 against all acts Of charity? 
God forbid! 1 know of no virtue in the gospel 
that is in more pathetic e^fpressions reeommenaed 
to our practice.^ " 1 was hungry, andye gave me 
no meaCf thirsty,.and' ye gave ihe no drmk; na- 
ked, and ye clothed me:noti a. 8tranger,^and je 
tpok me not in; sick and in prison, and .ye visit- 
ed me not**' Our blessed Saviour treats thfe ex- 
ercise or neglect of charity to Wjirds a .poor nwih 
as tiiie performance or breach of this duty to- 
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wards himself. ^ I shall endeavour to^ohejr the 
will of my Lbrd and Master: and therefore if 
ah Hidiistrio^ man shall submit to the hardest 
labour arid coarsest fare rather, than endure the 
shame of taking relief from the- parish, or^sking 
it in the street, this is the hungry, .the thirsty, 
the naked f and I ouriit to belieye^ if any. man is 
come hither for shelter a^inst persecution or 
oppressiob) this is^ the stranger> and I ought to 
take him in. If any xsountryraen of our o^n is 
fallen into the handi^of infid:els, and lives' in a 
stat« of miserahJe captivity, this is" the' man in 

r>isfan> and I should conthbute. to his fan^om^ 
ought to give to-^an hospital of-inv?Jids, to re- 
cover as mahyu^iil subjects art can; but I shall 
feestew noneof my bounties upon kn almshouse 
of icHe people, atnd, for the same TCiason,^! shall 
not'thiriK it a reproach to me, if 1 had withheld 
my -diarity from those common beggars. But 
we prescribe better rules than we are able to 
practise: we are ashamed ftot* to give. into the 
mistaken customs of our counti'y : but^ at the same 
time,, I, can not but think it a feproach worse 
than that of common swearing, tlifat the idle and 
the abandoned are offered, in the name of hea- 
' ven and' all that is«acredj to extort fromChris- 
tianund tender ^minds a ^supply to a prqAisate 
way of life, that is always to' bj© swppocte^, i}ut 
never re) ie,ved.* - 
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TVo.,233; TUESDAY^ NOVEMBER 27." 

Thnquam kite sintnostri medi^sinafuroriSi ' '^ 

«^u^' jj>eti« ms malifi hominum miteicere dUcat^ Yibq. 

' As if by tbefse my 8ufPriiig« I could ease^ 
Or by my pains the ^od of lot e appease. Dbtobit. 

I SHAI.L, in ihis paper, discharge myself of the 
promise I Have made to- the public; (No. 327) 
DV obliging them with a translation of the little 
GroQ^k mapuacript, Which is said to have been a 
piece of these fiecei^d^ that Were preserved in the 
temple of ApoWp, upon the promontory of Leu- 
cate. It is a short history of the Lover VLeap, 
and is inscribed, An account of persoiis,. niale 
and female, whp. offiered up their vows in the 
temple of the Pythian Apollo, in the forty-sixth- 
Olympiad, and leaped from the promontory ^f 
Leucate into /the Ionian sea, in order to cure 
themselves of the ps^gsion of love. 

This ^coojit is very' dry in many parts, as only 
meritioning the name of the lover^ ivho^ leaped, 
the. person he leaped for^^nd relating, in short, 
that ne^was cither c'lired, or. killed, or maimed by 
the fall. It indeed gives the names o£ so many' 
who died by it, that it \vould-harve looked like a 
bill of mortaUty had I translate itatf^ll length V 
I. have therefore made an, abridgment of it, and 
only extracted such particular passaged as have 
something extraordinary, either in the casie, or 
in the cure, or in the fate, of the person which is 
mentioned in it* After this short preface-ta^ke 
the account as follows. ■ , 

BattUs, the son of Menaleas the Sicilian, leap* 
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edfor Bombyca.the^musicUn:-gc>t rid of his rjw- 
sion with the loss of his right leg and arm, which 
were brok<Jn in the fall* - 

Melissa,, in love witfi IXaphnis, very much 
bruised, but esea{)ed widi life.- 

Cynisca, the wife of ^schines, h^ing ift love 
with Lycus; and JiJschinieiSjJier husband^ being 
in love with Eurilk; (which had made this mar- 
ried couple very uneasy to one another for -seve- 
ral years) both the husband and the wife tQ.ok the 
leap by consent; they both of them escaped, and 
have lived very happih' together eVer smce. 

Larissa, a virgin oi Thessaly, deserted by Plex- 
ippus,<.after a courtship of three years; atid stood 
upoa the brow of the promontory for some time, 
and after having thrown ;do\Vn arting, a bracelet, 
and a. little, picture, with other pre^ts which 
she had received from Plexippus, shfe threw her- 
self into the sea, and was taken up alivct 
. N. B. Larissa, before she leaped, made an of*- 
fering of a silver Cupid in the temple of Apollo. 

Simaetha, in love with Daphnis the Myndian, 
perished in the fall. 

Gbarixus, the brother of Sappho, in love with 
Rhodope the. courtesan, having spent his whole 
estate upon her, was advised by his sister to le^p 
in the oeginninjjjot h|s. amour, but would not 
hearken to her till he. was reduced to his last ta- 
lent^ heing forsaken by Rhodope, at length re- 
solved to take the leap. Perisned in it. 
^^ iEridaeus, a beautituryouth of iJpirus, in love 
.witii Praxinoe, the wife,ofl1iespis, escaped with- 
outoiamage, saving only that two of his tore-teeth 
^ere sti-uck out, and his nose a little flatted. 

Cleoraja.widowof Ephesus, being inconsola- 
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ble. for the death ef bcir husband;^ was resolved to 
take thia leap in order to get rid o£ heir p^s^on 
for his memory; but being arrivedrkt thajw'omcMi- 
tory, she there, jnet with Dimmachus the Mile- 
sian, and, after a short conversation with him, laid 
aside the thdughts. of hW leap, feind married him 
in the temple of Apollo: / ^ 

N. B. Her Widow's weedV are still seen hang- 
ins: up in the ]iyestern corner of the temple. 

Olphis the fisherman, having receive^ a box on 
the ear from Thestyiis the day before, and being 
determine to* ha^e no more to. do with her, leap- 
ed and escaped with lifct^ - 

^ Atalajita, an ^old araid, whose cruelty had' seve- 
ral years before drivexi two or three despairinr 
lovers to thid leap; beitiff now in the fifW-fifta 
year of her age, add in love with an officer ctf 
Sparta, broke ner neck in the fall. 

Hipparchus, being passionately fond of his 
own.\yife, whowas enamoured of Bathyllus, leap- 
ed, anddied pf h^sfall; upon which, his wif^ mar- 
ried h^r gallknt. 

Tettyx, the dancing-^master, in love with Olym- 
pia, an Athenian matron, threw himself from the 
rock with great, aigiiity, but was crippled hi the 
fall. '" ■■ > - 

Diacoras, the usurer^ in love with his cook- 
maid : ne peeped several times over the precipice, 
but his heart- misgiving him, he we^f fcack, and 
married her thaV evening. • " 

Cinaedus, after having entered hi^ own name 
in the Pythian records,^ihg asked the name cSf 
the person whom he leaped for, and being asham- 
ed to discover it,he,wasset aiHcl&> ai^d not suffer- 
ed to leap. ' .• 
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Eabiea, a fnaid of Paphos^. aged nineteen, in 
love vith Eurybati^. Hurt in the fall, but re- 
covered. • . \^ . 

N* R This wis the second time of her leaping. 

Hesperus, * young man of Tarentum, in love 
with his master's daughter.. Drowned, the boats 
not coming in 9pon enough' to his relief. 

Sappho, the Lesbian^ m love with Phaon, ar- 
rived at the temple of Apollo,, habited like. a 
bride in garments as ,white £is snow. She woi^e 
a garland of myrtle on her head, and carried in 
her hand the little musical ipsitrumentt)f her own 
invention. After having sung a hy nin to A'pollo, 
she hunff up her garland op qnevside of his altar, 
and her Biarp on the other* She, then tucked up 
her vestments like a Spartia^n virgin, and amidst 
thojusands of spectators, who were anxidus for her 
:safety, and offered up vows for her deHverancc, 
marched directly forwards to the utmost summit 
of the promontory, where after having repeated 
a stanza of her own verses, which we could not 
hear, she threw herself off the rock with ^u(5h an 
intrepidky as was never before observed in any 
whp had attempted that dangerous leap^.. Many 
who were present related, that*they sa\v her fall 
into the. sea, from whence she never rose again; 
though there w^re othord w!io'affirm^d^ that ishe 
never cs^m^? tpthe^ottotr^of her leap, but that 
sh^ was chjsTnged into a swaii as she fell, and th^it 
they saw- her hovering in the air under that shape. 
But.wli^ther'or no the whiteness and fluttering 
of her garments might not deceive those who 
looked upon her, or whether she might not really 
be-tf>etamj0rphosed into that musical and melin- 
^choly bird, IS still a doubt among the Lesbians. 
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Alcseus, the £su9iou» lyric po^t^ who had /or 
some time been passionately in lave. with ^pphp, 
arrived at the promontory of Leucate thatcgery 
eveninff, in order to take the- leap upon her ac- 
count; hut hearing that Sanpho had n^n there 
before him, and that^er bedyxoulibe no where 
found, he v^ry gej^erously lamented her fall, and 
Is said to have written Ins hundrJSd and twenty- 
fifth ode up6n that occasion. , ... 

Le^pedjn f his tHt^nipiad 250. 
• ^ / /Males . / 124 - 
Kemdes . . 126 

' .Vured . . . . . . . f20 

.,. * Maleg' ... 51 ' 

\ "'.Females, . 69 

addison;. ^ \_ C.^^ 

> ' ^ * .f* ^ . - 

. - ' ■ • oQo • 



No. 234. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 

J^elttmihamidtta-skararemua,^^ Hob. 

I wish' &is error* in our iriend^Iiip reif^'d. Criec^. 

ydirverjr often hear people? after a story has 
heeintold with^nie entertainit>g circumstances, 
tell it over again, with particulars tl^at destroy the 
jest? but give light Into the truftiloi^the narration. 

TWsflort of veracity^ though' it is impertinent, 
has something amiahkin it^neoause it proceeds 
from the love of truth, even in frivcJoOsi ofec*- 
sions. If such honest amendmentsjdo not pro- 
mise ^n agreeable companion^ they'do.^ since^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



No i^34. THB SFBCTATOB. f7 

friend; for which reason one should allow them 
So much of our time, if we fall into their compa- 
ny, as to set us right in matters iliat can do us 
no manoer of harm, whether the facts be one 
way or the other. Lies, which are told out of ar- 
roganee and ostentation, a man should detect in 
his own defence, because he should not be tri* 
umplwd over; lies which are told out of malice he 
should expose, both for his own sake and that of 
&e rest oi mankind, because every man should 
rise against a common enemy; but the officious 
liar, many have argued, is to be excused, because 
it does some man good, and no man hurt. The 
man who made nu>re than ordinary speed frcxma 
fisht in which the Athenians were oeaten, and 
told them they had obtained a complete victory ^ 
and put the whole city into the utmost joy and ex- 
ultation, was checked by the magistrates for his 
falsehood; but excused himself by saying, *0 
Athenians! am I your enemy because 1 gave you 
two happy days?' This fellow did to a whole 
people what an acquaintance of mine does every 
day he lives, in some eminent degree to particu* 
lar persons, iie is ever lying people into good 
humour, and as Plato said it was allowable in 
physicians to lie to their patients to keep up theit 
q)irits, I am half doubtfjil whether my fri^id^s 
behaviour is not as excusable. His manner is to 
express himself surprised at the cheerful counte- 
nance of a man whom he observes diffident of 
himself, and eenerally by that means makes his 
lie a truth. He will, as if he did not know any 
^mg of the circumstance, ask one whom he 
knows at variance with another, what is the mean- 
ing that Mr. Sudh-«*one, naming his adversary, 

VOL. V. I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 THS SPfiCTATOR. No. 234. 

does not applaud him with that heartiness which 
formerly he has heard him? ^ He said^ indeed/ con- 
tinues he^ ^ 1 Would rather have that man for my 
friend than any man in England; but for an ene- 
my^ — ^This melts the person he talks to, who ex- 
pHected nothing but downright raillery from that 
side. According as he sees his practice succeed, he 
goes to the opposite party, and tells him, < he can 
not imagine howithappens that some people know 
one another so little; you spoke with so much 
coldness of a gentleman who said more ^od of 
you, than, let me tell you, any man livmg de- 
serves.' The success of one of these iiiciaents 
was, that the next time that one. of the adversa- 
ries spied the other, he hems after him in the pub- 
lic street, and they must crack a bottle at the 
next tavern, that used to turn out of the other's 
way to avoid one another's eye-shot. He will 
tell one beauty she was commended by another; 
nay, he will say she gave the woman he speaks 
to the jjreference in a particular for whicn she 
herself is admired. The pleasantest confusion 
imaginable is made througn the whole town by' 
my friend's indirect oflSces; you shall have a visit 
returned after half a year's absence, and mutual 
railing at each other every day of that time. They 
meet, with a thousand lamentations for so long 
a separation, each party naming herself for the 
greatest delinauent, if tne other can possibly be 
so good as to lorgive her, which she has no rea- 
son in the world, but from the knowledge of her 
goodness, to hope for. Very often a whole train 
of railers of eacn side tire their horses^ in setting 
matters right which they have said during the 
war between the parties; ^d a whole cirde of 
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acquaintance are put ilito a thousand pleasing 
passions and^sentiments, instead of the pangs oT 
anger, envy, detraction, and malice. 

The worst evil I ever observed this man's false- 
hood occasion, has been, that he turned detraction 
into flattery. He is well skilled in the manners 
of the world; and by overlooking what men real- 
ly are, he grounds his artifices upon what they 
have a mind to be. Upon thi^ foundation, if two 
distant friends are brought together, and the ce- 
ment seems to be weaK, he never rests till he 
finds new appearances to take Ofi* all remains of 
ill-will, and that by new misunderstandings they 
are thoroughly reconciled. 

'TO THE SPECTATOR. 

*siR, ^ Devonshire^ Nov. 14, 1711. 

* There arrived in this neighbourhood two days 
ago one of your gay gentlemen of the town, who, 
being attended at his entry with a servant of his 
own, besides a countryman he had taken up for 
a guide, excited the curiosity of the village to 
learn whence and what he might be. The coun- 
tryman (to whom they applied as most easy of 
access) knew little more tnan that the gentleman 
came from London to travel and see fashions, 
and was, as he heard say, a free-thinker; what 
religion that might be he could not tell; and for 
his own part, if u>ey had not told him the man 
was a freethinker, he should have guessed, by 
his way of talking, he was little better than a 
heathen; excepting only that he had been a good 
gentleman to nim, and made him drunk twice in 
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/One day, over and above what they had bargained 
for. 

^ I do not look upon the simplicitv of this, and 
several odd inquires with which I snail not trou- 
ble you, to be wondered at, ijiueh Jess can 1 think 
that our youths of fine wit and enlarged under- 
standings have any reason to laugh. There is no 
necessity that every 'squire in Great Britain 
should know what tne word freerthinker stands 
for; but it were much to be wished that they who 
value themselves upon that conceited title were 
a little better instructed in what it ought to stand 
for; and that they would not persuade themselves 
a man is really and truly a free-thinker, in any 
tolerable sense, merely by virtue of his being an 
atheist or an infidel of any other distinction. It 
may be doubted, with good reason, whethet* there 
ever was In nature a more abject, slavish, and 
big^oted generation than the tribe of beaux es^ 
prziSj at present so prevailing in this island* 
Their pretension to be free-thinkers is no other 
than rakes have to be free-livers, and savages to be 
free men; that is, they can think whatever they 
have a mind to, and give themselves up to what- 
ever conceit the extravagancy of their inclination 
or their fancy shall suggest; they can think as 
wildly as they talk and act, and will not endure 
that their wit should be controlled by such for- 
mal things as decency and common sense: deduc- 
tion, coherence, consistency, and all the rules of 
reason, they accordingly disdain, as too precise 
and mechanical for men of a liberal education. . 

^ This, as far as 1 could ever learn from their 
writinjM, or my. own observation, is a true accouat 
of the British free-thinker. Our visitant here, who 
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gave occasioii.t^ this paper, has fopought with him 
a new system of conunon sense,, the tarticolars 
of which I aqa.not jnet acquainted witn, but will 
fose no* opportunity of informing* myself whether 
\i contain any thing wortfe Mr. Spectator's no- 
tice., in. the ihean time, "sir, 1 can not but thittk 
it would be for the good of mankind, if you 
ti^ould take thisC subject into ybur conside^Mtion,^ 
aftd convince the. hopeful :youth of our nation, 
that lioentioqsness^ is-not flteedomyot# if such a 
paradox will not be understood, that ^ prejudice 
towards atheism isfiot. impartiality^ lam, sir, 
your most hiimble :0er-vant, < fhilqnous.' 

STEBL». ' .. ■/ V' -: T. 



No. 535. THURSPAY, NOVEMBER p: 

-» VinemUf/k ^rtpitua , . Hob. , •" ^ 

Aw9» thp tmnultuous noises of thepit- Roscaxjcov. 

TteRE ifr noAing which lies more. within the 
province of a spectator than public shows aiid di- 
versiouB^ and, .^s amoh^ these., th^re'-are ju)ne 
\^hich can pretend to vie with those elegani eur 
tertainments that are exhibited in 'our theatres, 1 
think it particularly incumbent on nle'to take nor 
tice of ^ver^: thing that is remarkable in sutsh nur 
meroud aha refinSl jwseifiblies. . 

It is. observed, that of late years there, has been 
a cerfein person in ^d^ upper gallery of theplayr 
house, who, whein he is pleased with any thing 
ibiit is acted ii^n tiie stage, expresses his appro* 
bation by a loud knqck upon tne benches or the 
1 2 ' 
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waipi^pt, ^ieh may be heard^overr the .whole 
ttrtatre. This ^^ri is coimnonly'knowa^y the 
name of iYie^trurikMueker in the ttpper ^auertf. 
- Whether it be that the blow hec giyea On these oc-. 
casions reisembles thut which is ^tenh^ard in the 
shops of such aitizattsj ot4liat,Ja)e w4s supposed 
to Jiave. ts^e^ a'4*eal trunk-^aker, who, after the 
finishing of his dayV work, iised^io unbend his 
mind at these^ubhc diVeftioiis, with h»s_ hammer 
in his hand, 1 can not certainly tell: Therte are 
some, 1 know, wJio have bfeen/oolishL enough to 
imagine it is a. spirit which hiunls the Jjtppier gd*- 
lery, and from time to. time m^ikes'tliol^ strange 
noises; and the rather becaase he is observed to 
be louder than ordinary evdry tiine the -ghost qf 
Hamlet appears. /Others have reported, that it is 
a.dtttnb man, who has clioseh thfs'way of utt^- 
ing himself When he is transported, with>» any 
thing he sees or. hears.' Othfers will fete 1« to be 
the play house^huhdfe'rer, that exerts himsejf after 
l^his^ manner in the -tipper gallery,, when he .has 
nothing to do upon the roof. . ^ ' 

But lavkig madeit my business to ^t th^ best' 
inforinatioh I c6#lld;in a niatteiriaf' this moment, 
I'firid that the trunk»maker,\as fie is comiftonly 
called, is ^larg^blackman, Whonlnohodj^kpows. 
He genei^ally lean's forward bh a hiigeoAken piant, 
with great attention: to 6 very thing that, j^t^ses 
upon the stagfe. Het is nevet' seen to'i^te; but 
upoo hjsaf ing any thing that pfea^es him, he titles 
lip his staflF with both fiands, aHdltfr^itiipqtfthe 
tifext piece of timber thSt atandij in liis w^^^^with 
excefedilig vehemtericfe: a$^r Whij^l^'b^.ebmpQi^ii 
Kiihself in hi^ former post^riei, liU.suek time.tt 
Something new sets him agaifr at work. 
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Ittef been oVseired, hisfalew isaiy weU timed, 
that the moist judibious critic cbuld never except 
ftgainst it. ; jits soon as t^ny shinhig thought is 
ex^ssed ■ in the poet,' pr- any unoominon grace 
appears in the actor^ be smites the bench or wain- 
scot • if*the audience ijoes not concur with him, 
his smites a' second time; and If the iaiudienceis 
pot yet awakened^ looks.-rouad him Mrith great 
wratn, lihd repeats the b!ow^ third'time, Which 
never ^ifoto produce the elab. He. sometimes 
lets th^ audience begin the, clap of. th^n^ves, 
and at the conchision o£ their apfAah^^rati&es it 
#ith a single thwack. - _ ' 

" He is or ^ great use to the playhouse, Ih^t it 
is.said'a former director of it, upon his, not being 
able to pay \m atten4;attce ' by reason of sickness, 
kept one m pay-tooffi^iatfew htint-iti such time 
as^tieirectivered: but thep^raoii'so etnployed, 
though he laid about him. with- i^ credible vio- 
lence, did it in such wrong |Aac^Sj that the aiudi- 
ence^oon found, .out that |t was hot their old 
friend the trun^-maker. - - ^ '' 

It has It^eenremark^d^ that he lias not yet ex- 
erted himseff with vigour thie ^ason^ He some- 
times plies at the ojiera; aiid, opbn Nicolini's 
ftrst 4ppeat^ce, was ,said to' have dcfnoli^hed 
tbneie benches, in the furjr of his^ applause.' He has 
Itt'oken half a doaeo oaken plants i»pati Dogget,* 
and -seldom goes avv^ay from a tragedy <rf^ak- 

• An admirable comic ^ctoi) ihaj)^ years joint manager 
of tke playbouse wjth Wilkes aitd Cibb^r;' and kn6uivto 
the present day, by the ^nhusd coat ati<J^ bad^e>>wht«h he 
.btqueath^ as a* pme to be rowed for hy jroun^ WAtarmen 
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sp^^ wiihoirt ieaviBg die wainscot -extremely 
6nattepe<i' . , . - 

The pkyer$ do not only cpnnive at his obstre- 
perous approba^tioby but vqiy c)ieerMl3r repair, 
at tHeir own cost^ whatever 4anlageS he makes. 
They haii once a thought of erecting a kind of 
Wooden an vfl for his-uae, thatsboqW beinadet>f 
a yery<floundipg' planJt, in order to render hii 
strokes more deep and mellow • but a^ this might 
not ha ^6 bfeeh'drstineuished from the music Sof a 
kettle-drum\ the project was hid a»de.. . '■" '-' 

Jn the meanwhile, 1 cannot but take notice ^f 
theereat use. it-'is to an audiertcci that a persofi 
should thus preside over-their heads, irfce the di- 
rector 9f'a^ concert, in order to atwaken their at- 
tention,^and t^cat time Ifa their- applauses; or, to 
raise my siijrilie,,! have sometimes fancied thie 
trunk-maker iil the ,upp6r' gallery to be like Vir- 
gil's ruler of the winds,, seated upon the top of a 
mpunHtain^ who, when he struck ni^ sceptre upon 
th^ side of' it, ;r^sed ftv hurricane, and set ibe 
whole cavern in an uproar.* ^-^EBeidL-85;) 

It i& certain ^$ trupk-^i^stter nas 'saved ntsiny 
a gpod play, antf broiight .many n mc^Ail actor 
into repiitatfon, \^ho would not otherwiise haye 
been t^keri notice'of; : It is very Visible, as the 
audjenci^is pot i^ little abashed, it they J&qd them- 
sely^ betraj^ed into a clap, -when their friend in 
the upper. gallery does, not come into it; 450 the 
act9rs do tiotyalue themselves upon the clap, but 
regard it as a mere hrUtum jfu1menfX>T eirmty 
noise, whqn ii has not tKe^ sound qf the oakeh 
plant in ifc 1 kiidw it lias been given out by 
those who are enemies to the. trunk-maker, that . 
he h^.som6trm6B been -bribed tq be inHhe inter- 
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est of a bad poet, or a vicious player; hut this is 
a surmise wHich has no foundation: his strokes 
are always just, and his admonitions seasonable; 
he does not deal about his blows at random, but 
ad ways hits the right nail upon the head. The 
ineicpressible force wherewith he lays them on, 
sufficiently shows the e\ndenee and strength of 
his conviction. His zeal for a good author is in- 
deed outrageous, and breaks down every fence 
and partition, every board and plank, that stands 
within the expression of his applause. 

As 1 do not care for terminating my thoughts 
in barren speculations, or in reports of pure mat- 
ter of fact, without drawing something from 
them for the advantage of my countrymen, 1 shall 
take the liberty to make an humble proposal, that 
whenever the trunk-maker shall depart this life, 
or whenever he shall have lost the spring of his 
arm by sickness, old age, infirmity, or the like, 
some able-bodied critic should be advanced to 
this post, and have a competent salary settled on 
him- for life, to be furnished with biamboos for 
operas, crab-tree cudgels for con^dies, and oaken 
plants for tragedy, at the public expense. And to 
the end that tnis place should be always disposed 
of according to merit, 1 would have none prefer- 
red to it who has not given convincing proofs 
both of a sound judgment and a strong arm, and 
who could not, upon occasion, either knock down 
an ox or write a comment upon Horace's Art of 
Poetry. In short, 1 would have him a due com- 
position of Hercules and Apollo, and so rightly 
qualified for this important office, that the trunk 
maker may not be missed by our posterity. 

ADDISON. C. 
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No. 236. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 

Dare jura maritia, ■ '" Hob. 

With laws oonnubial tyrants to resttain. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

< You have not spoken in so direct a manner 
upon the subject of marriage as that important 
case deserves. It would not be improper to ob- 
serve u^on the peculiarity in the youth of Great 
Britain, of railing and laughing ^t that institu- 
tion: and when they fall into it, from a profli^te 
habit of mind, being insensible of the satisfaction 
in that way of life, and treating their wives with 
tiie most barbarous disrespect 

< Particular circumstances and cast of temper, 
must teach a man the probability of mighty un- 
easiness in that state (for uncjueslionably some 
there are whose very dispositions are strangely 
averse to conjugal &iendsnip;) but no one, 1 her 
lieve, is by his own natural complexion prompt- 
ed to tease and torment another for no reason but 
being. nearly allied tp him; and cap there be any 
thing more base, or serve to sink a man so much 
below his own distinguishing characteristic (I 
mean reason,) than returuing evil for good in so 
open a manner as that of treating a helpless crea- 
ture with unkindnes^, who has had so good an 
opinion of him to believe what he said relating 
to one of the ^eatest concerns of life, by deliver- 
ing her happiness in this world to his care and 
protection? Must not that man be abandoned, 
even to all manner of humanity, who can deceive 
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a woman with appearances of affection and kind- 
ness, for no other end but to torment her with 
more ease and authority? Is any thing more un- 
like a gentleman, than when his honour is engage 
ed for the performing his promises, becau^ no- 
thing but that can oblige him to it, to become siV 
terwards false to his word, and be alone the occa- 
sion of misery to one whose happiness he but 
lately pretended was dearer to him than his own? 
Ougnt duch a one to be trusted in his common af- 
fairs? or treated but a3 one whose honesty consist- 
ed only in his incapacity of being otherwise? 

< There is one cause of this usage, nO less, ab^ 
surd than common, which takes place among the 
more unthinking menf and that is, the desire to 
appear to their friends free and at liberty, and 
without those trammels they have so mucn ridi- 
culed. To avoid this they fly into the other ex- 
treme, and grow tyrants that thev may seem 
masters. Because an uncontrollable command 
of tlieir own actions is a certain sign of entire do- 
minion, they will not so much as recede ifrom the 
government, even in one muscle of their faces. 
A kind look they believe would be figiwnine, and 
a civil answer yielding the superiority. To this 
we must, attribute an austerity they betray in 
every action; what but this can put a man out of 
humour in his wife^s company,^ though he is so 
distinguishingly pleasant every where else? The 
bitterness of his replies, and the severity of his 
frowns to the tenderest of wives, clearly demon- 
strate, that an ill grounded fear of being thought 
too submissive is at the bottom of this, as I am 
willing to call it, affected moroseness; but if it be 
such, only put on to convince his acquaintance 
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of his entire dominion, let him taJce care of ^e 
eonsedtience, which will be certdn, and worse 
than tne present evil; his seeming indifference 
will by degrees grow into real contempt; and if 
it doth not wholly alienate the affections of his 
wife for ever from him, make both him and her 
more miserable than if it really did so. 

< However inconsistent it inky appear, to be 
thonght a well-bred person has no small share in 
this clownish behaviour: a discourse therefore re- 
lating to good-breeding tows^rds a loving andteii- 
der wife would be of great use to this sort of gen- 
tleman. Could you but once convince them, that 
to be civil at least is not beneath the character of 
a gentleman, nor even tender affection towards 
one who would make it reciprocal, betrays any 
softness or effeilninacy that the most masculine 
disposition need be ashamed of; could you satis- 
fy them of the generositv of voluntary civility, 
and the greatness of souf that is conspicuous in 
benevolence without immediate obligations; could 
you recommend to peopie^s practice the saying 
of the gentleman quotea in one of your specula- 
tions, " That he thwight it incumbent upon him" 
to make the inclinations of a woman of merit go 
along with her duty;" could you (I sayj persuade 
these men of the. beauty and reasonaoleness of 
this sort of behaviour — I have so imich charity 
for some of them at least, to"^ believe you would 
convince them of a thing they are only ashamed 
to allow; besides, you would recommend that 
state in its truest, and conseauently its most 
agreeable colours; and the gendemen who have 
for any time been such professed enemies to it, 
when ocaask>n should serve, would return ytra 
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their fbrnksfiyr aMtting their interest in pre- 
vailing 6ver their prejudices.— -Marriage in gene-' 
ral would by thi^ nieuis hea more easy.^nd eom- 
forlable condition^ ^e.Jiusband would be no 
where so we|l satined insdn his own parkmnnor 
the wife so. pleasant as in .the company .of her 
husband; a tfesire of l)i^ng Agreeable in tbelqver 
would be incr^iased in 4be husband^. and the mis- 
tress be moi^ amiable bj^ Jbteco^ning /the wife. 
Besides iall ifhtcb, I am apt to-believe we should 
find th^ race of men growwiser as-their progeni'* 
tors grew kinder, and the affection of th^r pa- 
rents would be conq^icuou^ in thewisdom of their 
chil4re|i ; 41^ short, men would in genets be much 
better hcTimmfed than-tbej^are, did not they sor 
frequently exerci^ the worst :turos of thjwr tem- 
per where 11iey'ouj^t:^tdeierttlv^ best;' : 

'MB. SP^-JATOV. • ' / >; 

< 1 am a woman wholeit-the^dnurati^n of this 
whole town, U> thfowjiii^aelf'f for love of wealth^ 
into the arms of a fool. ^ When Fmarr^ him, 1 
could iiaVe had aby one of^ severiailTiien of sense 
who langdiished rarme;^ but n^iy. -case is jiist. 1 
believed my sUpefi<)^r understanding wcaad form 
him into ;a tractable^ CT^tdre. But, alas, my 
spouse hasxunning a!rtd su^icion, the inseparable 
companioifis of litue nirnds; and every attempt 1 , 
make to divert, by putting on an a^eal)le air, a 
sudden cheerfuin^te, o^. kind behavKiur, he looks, 
upon as^ the first act towards, an insurrection 
s^inst his undeserved dominion over me. Let 
every onerwho is still to ehoose, and hdpes to 
govern a foi^, remember / ^ -^ * 

Vol. v. k ' 4^ TaistissA/ -^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 TSS 9PECTATOB. No. 23^ 

* St. MartWsy NdvefHier 2(k 

' ~ ^il piractice, which 

dress, thoueh you 
^tice of itr II you 
aijr perhaps have a 
an is the disturb- 
ers at ehvirch, ^>y 
liter the minister j 
s, but'also th^ ab- 
ltd fai^e no better, 
ler the prfesf s o€- 
te m. so' audibfe;^a 
voic^ have been 
u' wpuM think it, 
>1^ seertiin;g]y de- 
vout. This irreligiio^s iiiadvertehcy, is a thin^ ex- 
tremely otfei^siv^; butl dp not recom^etid it.as 
a thing fgive you liberty to ridicule, but hope it 
may be amended by the bare mention. ' 
< Sir, your very hnn^bte sferyant> . T* &.' 



No. 237. SATURDAY^ DECEMBER i. 

Fisu carenJtem inagiyi pars vcfi Met. Sbkbga in CBcCp. 
tVttth is in a|prefttmefl£Bui^'po^ from th*^ hfind. 

. It isvi^ryreasonal^ta believe,^ tkat ^lartpf 

' th^pli^i^isure which happy minds shall ^njoyJh a 

future state will arise from anenlarged contem- 

platietf of the divine wisdom in the goveramen- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



No. ^n. TUB BfMpTAW*^ lU 

of Hm worH^4«id n 4i0coT^y:(»f the s^ctret and 
ama^Dg steps of Providence^ from the begit^nin'g 
to the end of tflne,;^. Nothing seem^ to be an en^ 
terts^nment more adapted to the nature of imah, 
if we conaidet that ctirj|d)tit]^is one of the strongs 
esl and, most la^ng "tgppetites implanted in us, 
an4 that adlsAirationisotie^of our moM pleasing 
passioni^pLnd.what a^^j^rpetua}. sdcce^ion of en- 
joyments >¥ill^ -be afforded to Mh ih^ In a scene 
so I^gle Jfltlad Tftrious as jhall th^ be laid open to 
ourviese in the so<5i0ty,of sopefiiir spirits, who 
perhaps wiu join with Jug: in so delightful a pros- 

It is iiot impossibloy oi the contrarv, >that pirt 
of th^ pcinishfneat of .suah as aVe?oi^luded from 
Uiss, m#y consist not onlyin. their bein^denied 
this pnvdt^ge^^lmt n:t having their "appetites at 
the'Sam&4ime va^tlv i^treased^ without any satis- 
faction afibrded to th^iici. •. In these, the vatn pur- 
suit^flniowledge shall p€^*b^ add to their in- 
ielicity^^^d bewilder them mto labyrinths of 
errdr, tartness, .4iatraotion, and unccitaitity of 
CEvery thin^ but their own evilstate. ^ Milton has 
thus iepresentod th^ fallen; aQgel$ reasoning tjo- 
gether in a kiiid of teffl>tte£ham their f 
and creaj^ng to themselves a new! disquiet aipidst 
their very amusements^ he.cpuld not prc^erly 
have described th& sports of condeihned spirits, 
without that cast- of ho^rr and! melancholy he 
has so*judiciously mingled rWijth them,' 

* Others i^art sat pa a lull retifed. . - " 

t^ tbouffhts more elevate^ and r^on'd hi^h 

- Oftorovidehce, ibrekmxwledge/tiriij, and'&tei 

BlxM fete, twwill, fpreknowled^ibitoUite; 
. ^dfoQtidiio^]|d,iiiwand^i]ig'4&i^lDi^^v 
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Tb our ]xre9ei]$ cQiid|ti6U| whfehis a midi^e 
fltate^ our n(imd^ard,.d& it^were, checkered with 
truth add falsehood ' and as bur ftil^iea are mir- 
row, andvbur views imperfect, it « iiriposslble btft 
our curiosity must'iheet witM many r^ulses. TJ^h© 
bu»nes3 of inankind ift^hia Kfe1)eing rs^er to act 
than torlmow, their po^Icm of kupvdedge is deiait . 
to themJacconiingly^ ' i- \ ^ 

Frojix heaceit iSj;,that the reaiSofH of'the inqui- 
sitive has so'lorig been exeh:isecl' with difficult!^ 
in accoiinting for the promiscuous di^tiibutJon^ 
oood andevfli to the v'frtlious and the Wicked in 
Siis world: _ From hence come all fhose^pathetic 
coipplaints of soinaniy tragical ^vents^which hap^ 
pen TO the. wi^ and the good; and of .8uch>ur- 
prisii^5 prosperity, which is often the :i^waird<6f 
the guilty -and the foolish; that reason is spijde- 
times puz2ied,:^d at arlo^s what^to plronounce 
upon so mysterious a disp^sationi - 

Plate Expresses his ahnorten<i;6> of some fttbli^ 
of the poets; which seem "to reflect on ^- gods 
astiae autlWa^of injustice; and lays it down as a 
principlej ^ That wtiateveF-.iSjpermitted to.befidl 
a just man, ivljethe'r peyepty", sickness, or uny of 
those thinffs wlMch:seem. ^biq evilg, rShall either 
in life or (feith cOpdiice to his:^od. f My_reader 
wiH observe ]t^e!iV^reeaHe thi^ maxim islo what 
we find d^ivered by 8f greater authority: Seneea 
has written a discourse .pui^josely on this j5ub- 
• ject, in which betakes jwn?^ -^ter ^he doctrftiie 
of the Stoics, to sho3i<^ that adversity is not in 
itself an e^il; and men^ons anoble'Sayinft of 
Demetrius, That nothing toould^ more miMp- 
py than U ma% whchhad never ienoiOn afflict 
izon. He epnjpare^ prospel^ity to th^ indulgence 
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of afoDtbmoth3r.tQ a child which often proves 
his ruin; but the afiection bf the Divine Being to 
that of a wis6 father, who would have his sons ex- 
ercise with labpur, disappointment, and pain, 
that they may gather strength and improve their 
. fortitude. On thi« decision, the philosopher nsie^ 
in*p that- celebrated sentiment, that thSsreisnot 
on earth a spectacle nnor^ wormy the regard of a 
dieator intent on his«irork9, than a ijrave man 
superior to his sufferings; to wbieh he adds^ that 
it m^st be a piee^sure to Jupitler himself to Joot 
down from heayen and see Cato amidst the ruins 
of his country preserving his integrity. 

This thought will appear yet more reasonable, 
if W€l considw human life as k state of j)roDatidn, 
and adyersity as the post of honour in it, assignr 
ed often tp'the be^t^nd most select spirits. 

Buit what 1 wpulid chiefly insist on here is^ that 
we are J^ot at present in a proper situation to 
judge of the counsels by whicn Providence acts, 
sinQe but little arrives at our knowledge, and even 
thatlittle we discern imperfectly; or, accordij:^ 
to the elegant figure in holy writ, We ^ee hut in 
party ana as in a^Iassjifarik/^, It is to be con^ 
wdprejd, that Providence in its %co»omy regards 
th§ whole- system n^f time and thiols together, So 
tiifit iKveiCan not discover the beautiful 4ion^exion 
beitween incident3 which lie widely separate in 
time; ftud jby losi^ so many links of the thm^p 
our re^tsoni^ become broken and imperfect, 
1R>MSI those parts .of the i&oral wi!>rld which hay^ 
no^ ajit . absolute) may yetvhave a relatiye bedvUty^ 
in respect of^onpie other pjurta concealed from w^ 
k^ openio Ws^ye> before whom pj^t, preseii, 
and teicowi?, are^net tpgether inonepoini^ vwjw: 
k2 
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and those events, the permission of which seems 
nbw to accyse his gooanesSj may, itl the consum- 
mation of things^ both magnify 'his goodness, and 
exalt his wisdom. And ttiis is enough to check 
oar presumption, sintie it-is in vain to apply our 
measures of regularity to matters of 'vvhieh we 
know neither the^ antecedents nor th6 conse- 
quents, the beginning nor the erld.' 

Lshall relieve my readers from this abstracted 
thought, by relating here a Jewish tradition con- 
cermng Moses^ whibh seems, to be a kind ^of pa- 
rable, niustratihg what 1 have last -mentioned." 
That great prophel, it is said, was called up by a 
voice irom heaven to the top of ^au mountain; 
where, in a conference with the Supf-^me Being, 
he was permitted to propose^ to- him some ques- 
tions concerning hi^ administration of the uni- 
verse. In the midst of this divine . colloquy he 
was commanded, to look down on the plain be>- 
low. At the foot of the mountain there issued 
out a;elear spring of water, at which a soldier 
alighted frofn his horse to dnnk. He was no 
sooner gdn^Hhan a little boy. jcanie to the same 
place, and finding a purise Of gold which the sol- 
dier had dropped, took it up and went away with 
it. Imrhediately after this tsame ^n infirm old 
man, weary with age and travelling, and having 
auenched his thirsty sat down to rest himself by 
the side of the spring: The sojdier,' missing his 
purse, returns to search for it, and demands it of 
the old man, who affirms he had not; seen it, and 
appeals to Heaven in witness of his innocence. 
The soldiery not believing his protestations, kills 
Birfi. Moses M\ on his face with horror and 
amazement, when the divine voice thus prevent- 
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ed his expbstulation: * B^ not surprised, Moses, 
lior ask why the Judge of the whole earth has 
suffered this thing to come to pass: the child is 
the occasion that the blood of. the old man is spilt; 
but, know, th^t the old man whorii thou sawest, 
wastiie mulSderer of that child's father. 



No, 238. MONDAY, DECEMBER 3. 

Nequiequam popuh Ubula^ donavtfU aures; 
\ Beipue guodjuon 68 . . Pxrbius. 

Please not thyself the flattering crowd to hear, 
'Tis fulsome stuff to please thy itching* eai*. 
Survey thy soul, not what thoti dost appear, 
> But what .thou art,— 7 — DaTpsir. 

Among all the diseases of the mind, there is 
not one more epidemical, or .more pernicious, 
than the love of flattery. For,' as where the juices 
of the body are prepared to receive a malignant 
influence, there thexiisease rages with most vio- 
lence; 30 in this distemper of the mind, where 
there is pver apropensity and inclination to suck 
in the poison, it catf not be but that the whole or- 
der of reasonable action must be overturned; for, 
like music, it 

' — —So softens and disarms^ the mind, 
- * That not one arrow can resistance' find. * 

First we flatter ourselves, and then the flattery 
of others is sur^ of success. It awakens ouriself- 
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love witbifi, a party which is ev«r iready^lo revolt 
firom our better ji*dgnaent, .and join tofi imemy 
without. Hence it is, that the profusion ot ia- 
yours we so often Bee Doured upon the paFa3ite> 
are rq)resente4 to us, oy our fieif-love^a^ justice 
done to the aian ivho so agreeably reeonciles m 
to ourselves. When we are overc6n>e by^ such 
soft insinuations and ensnaring compliances, w;e 
gladly recompense, the arti&6e$ that are made use 
of to blind our reason, and which triumph over 
the syeako^ss^of our temper and .inclimttions. 

But were every man. persuaded from how me^n 
and low a principle this passion is derived^ there 
can be noSoubt out the person wJbo sh.ouM ^at- 
tempt to gratify it, would then be as contempti- 
ble as he is now successful, ,1^ is .tlie desire of 
some quality weare not possessed oji^ or inclina- 
tion to be.something vye are not, ivvhicb are the 
causes of our giving ourselves up to that man, 
whp bestows upon us the ebaraot^fsiaad qnaliiies 
of others; whicn, perhj^pa, suit us as iU* and w^nj 
as little designed wr our weeing, as their clothes. 
Instead of going out of our own leomplexional 
nature into that of others, it w^re a bett^ j^nA 
more laudable indiwtryio im|»roye>^ur own,*B^, 
instead of a sais^rable copy, lieeo^e a good ori^ 
gmal; for, there is m temper, no disposition sp 
rude and untracjtaWe, but jway, in its own peeu- 
liar oast and turn, be brought to some s^^eieabk 
use in conversation, or in the afiairs of afe. A 
person of a rougher department, ^nd less tied up 
to the usual cea^erooniei? of b^havio**r, wiH, like 
Manly in the play, please by the grace which 
nkture ^ves to every action wherein she is com- 
plied imtii; the brisk and lively mil m^t niant 
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tlieif admiirer^, ahd eveii avmo?^ resertred and 
inl^nchply temper tnaiy at 43bine tfme^ be agree- 
able. / ^^ r 

Whfen there is not'tanity enough awake m a 
iHanTta undd him/ tkb flatterer ^stirs iip that dor- 
mant weakness; and ihspnfes bin* with .merit 
enoHgh ix> he a eoxpomb. ^ But if fkttefj; be ,the 
ihdst $0Tdid act that can be complied- .xyitb, the 
art of praising j«i8t}y is as commendable; for it is 
laudable to praise' WeH; as po^ta at one arid the 
same^time give inmiortality, and re^ve it them- 
aelvesiOT a reward; both are pleased; t^ie-one 
whilst he\receives therrecomp|en5e of merit, th^ 
othw whife he shows hie tnow's4iow to* discern 
it;. but above all? t'hat man is happjr in this art 
who, like a aj^ilful -pain^r^. retains the fieatures 
and compli^xion^ but still softens the picture into 
the 4nQst agreeable likenejBS. • , ., 

There can hardly,'! beliete, be imagined a 
more dfesirabl^ pleasure than' that. of praise un- 
mixed^ with any poSsibilitJ^^ of flattery. Such was 
that which OeVmanicus enjoyed, whert, the night 
before a tettJe, desirous of some^sincere m^rk of 
the esteem Z)^ his legions for' himy he is described 
t)y Tacitus liateriHig iii a -disgijii'Se, to the discourse 
of a soldier, and wrapt up in the fruition of his 
glpry,^^ whilst, VitK'an imdesigned jsincerity , they 
praised his hoWe and majestiCfmie;i; his affabili- 
ty , hi8>yalourjCOhducf,ani«gticcesd^mwap. How 
toust a man have his heart fullblown with joy in 
such an article of ^lory ?is this? Wlwit a spni* and 
encouragement &till to. woceed in those steps 
wliich had ali^^dy IwroujgKt bimjq so pure a taste 
of the.^reaUJst ofDaottal eiypy inents? ^ - ( 

it sometimes nappensj tnat even, eiiOnries. and 



Digitized by 



Google 



lis TKB si^cTAvoiL No*-i98. 

enyibus persdns' bestow '^ aincoreflt xntrks of 
esteem when they^leM design itv * Such affi^rdli 
greater pleasure, as extorted oy mer^t, and fretd 
n*oYn all suspicioa of faivour or flattery. Thts it 
is with Malvolib^he has wit, learning, and di»- 
ceminent, but tempered with an alky of envy, 
self-love, and detraction. Malvolio tun» pale at 
the mirtn and ^>od-humour of th6 jcoinpany^if it 
centre- nw in nis Jpfejrsoft; he ippows jealods an^ 
displeased ,when h^ ceases to' he ^ Only pe^don 
admired ; andloofes upon the omnmendatidns paid 
to another^ as a detraction from his merit, and aii 
attempt to lessen the su^iority henfiectarikit 
by thjs Very meHiod' -her bestowd suishpi^i^^ 
pan never be suspected of flattery. Qifit uneasifr 
ness and distastes are «o many sure and ceitain 
rigris of another's title io^ that dlory he desii^^ 
an,d has thejnortifieatioato.fina^hiln^^ 
jessed of. . ^ , ^ 

^ A good nittvb is iitl^ compared to a precious 
ointment; and when wa are ptaised ^th skUl 
and decency, it is indeed the most a^eable pe^r^ 
fume, but it too' slrdngly admitted into a bmn 
of a les(^ vlgorousandhau^py texture, it will, like 
too^ strong an odour, overcotaie the busies, and 
prove pernicious ^o those nerves i^ was intended 
to refresh. A^genc^iis mind is pf all others the 
most sensiblet)! praise^and dis()rai8e; and a noble 
spirit is a? iyiuch mvigpratied with its du^ propor- 
tion of honour and applause, as it is depressed by 
neglect and contempt; but it is only persona far 
above the common level who ai;e t}ius affected 
with eitber of these.exti^mef.: as in a tbermen^e- 
ter it is only the purest and mo9t subliniaiked spi- 
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rit tbtt i$ eilji^p eoi^traeted or diUted hjptibe be- 
njgnitj^ or iddemencjr 0f the seasonr 

* MR, d^BGYATOR, 

* The tranislatibQs wbicli you have lately given 
m from the <rreek, in some of your last papei^ 
haye been the occasion of my lool^ing into some 
of those authors^ &mon^ whom I chanced on a 
collection of lettero^ whwhpass under the nume 
of Arisl^netus, .Of all the remains- of ^ntiquit^, 
i betieve there can be nothing produced of an air 
80 jgaSsynfand .poIite;^ach.l€^r contains 1 little 
novel OT adventure, which .is told with all the 
beauties of language, -and heightened .with i luxu- 
riance t>f wit Th«^ are; several of Ihem ^rans^ 
kted,* but with such Wide Aviations from the 
original, and in.a style so far di&ring irbm, the 
atithoTs/ that the tran^lator seems mther U> have 
taken hints for the ex{>re$»iiig his oWn sense and 
thoughts than to have endeavoured to render 
those of Ari^taenetus. In jthe fioUowing. transla- 
tion 1 have kept as fiear tiie^meaninjepf the Greek 
af l^ould, ana have only added %?qw words to 
make the. sentences in English sit together a little 
better ^n they would ptl&wiae hav^ilone: The 
story seems to be taken &om that of Pygmalion 
and the statue in OVid.: soi]ae of.the thoughts^are 
of the Slime, ttim ; ^nd the whol^ was written in a 
kind of poeiieal-p^rose*'^ - 

' Never was man more overcoipe with so tan^- 
taatieal a passion as mine/ I hav^ painted i beau- 

. C • By ^rtp Brown aadjotkcnk- \ 
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tiful woman^ and am desp^ring, -dying for tbe^ 
picture. ; My'own sl^iU has undone me Mt is not 
the dart of V enus, but mjr own pencil has, thus 
wounded me. Ah jne ! with what janxijety am. \ 
nece^itat^d to adore iny. own idol? How mi^Yar; 
ble am 1[^ whilst eyeiyjon^ must as much pity the 
painter as he praises<«the 4)ictur^, and Own my 
torment more tiian equal to my jHPt? ©lit why do 
I thus Qomplain? Have there, not: b^en more uh-. 
happy and wmatural passions than mine?; Yes, T 
have seen this representations of Phaedra, Nar- 
cfssus, andPasipihae. Bhadra was unhappy in. 
her love; thaf of Pa»pbae was i^onslxou^; ^nd. 
whilst the other cau^tat his beloved li^ehiBSs, 
he destroyed the.waten;r image which ever eluded, 
his enibraces.. The iouiM^am represented Nar? 
cissus to himself, ^d tb& picture both th^t and 
him> thirsting after his adoreii image.. But I ant 
vet less uhhajppy, I enjoy- her presence continxial-i- 
ly; and if J tdix&ti her, 1 destroy not the beauteous 
iprtn, but she looks. pleased, and a sw^t srnil^ 
sitsrin'thexjhaming space whacK divides Her lips* 
One would swear ^at voice and Speech were is^ 
suine oulL and^atotie^s ears felt the melodiipus 
sound. How often have I, deceived, by a lover'9 
credulity, hear&eped if she had not something to 
whisper me? *and when frusfaated oC my hopee?,, 
how pftwr. have 1 taken my .revienge . in , kisses 
from .her cheeks iand eyies, and softly. wo(^ her . 
to. my embrace; .whilst she, as to me it seemed> 
only withheld her tongue th^ more to inflame me? 
But, madman that I am, shall 1 be thus taken 
with th^ represent^oh only of a beauteous face 
and flowing hairj and Aus waste mysdf and melt 
to tears for a-shadgw? ^Ah, sure it is something 
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mor^ it is a reality ! fbr^ see, her beauties shine oat 
with new lustre, and she seems to upbraid me 
with unkind reproaches. Oh mKy 1 have a living 
mistress of this form, that when. I shall eompare 
the work of nature with th^ of art, I may still be 
at a loss which ^ to choose, and be long perplexed 
with the pleasing uncertainty. 

STSXLE. T. 



No. 239. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

. -I — Befbh horrida leUaJ Viae. 

WjU*Sy horrid wan! DETmir* 

^ 1 kAVB soidetitnes amused myself with consid* 
erinjE the several methods of managing^ a debate 
which have obtained in the world. 

The first races of mankind used to dispute, as 
our ordinary people dp now^a-days, in a kind of 
wild logic, uncultivated by rules of art 

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of ar- 
guing. He would ask his adversary question 
upon question, until he hikl convinced hitn out of 
his own mouth that his opinions were wrong. 
This way of debating drives an enemy up into a 
comer, seizes all the passes tljirough which he 
can make an escape, and forces him to surrender 
at discretion. . - 

Aristotie changed^ this method of attack, and 
invented a great variety of littie weapons called 
syllogisms. As in the Socratic way of dispute 
you agr^-toiverv thine which your opponent 
advances, in the Arirtoteiic^you are stiU denying 

VOL. V. I. 
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and ^contradicting some part or other Mof-whaf he 
days. Socrates conquer^ you by strataeem, Aris- 
totle by force: the one takes the tbwn by aap^ the 
other sword in han.d.' ' 

The universities of Eutxrpe for mai^ yearstJar- 
ried on their debates by syAogisniy insomuch thalk 
we see the knowledge of sereral centuries laid 
out into objections and answers, and all the good 
sense of the age cut and minced into almost an 
infinitude of distinctions. . ' ~ 

When our unirersilies found that there was^no 
end of wrangling this way, they invented a kind 
of argument, which is not reducible to any mood 
or figure in Aristotle. It was called the argu- 
mentum bc^linum (others write it bacilinum 
or baculinUTn,) which is pretty well expressed 
in our English vw)rd duMaw^ When they were 
not able to confute their antagonist they knocked 
him down. It "was their method in these, po- 
lemical debates, first to discharge their syllo- 
gisms, and alfterwards tp betake themselves to 
their clubsy till such time as they had oneway Or 
other confounded their gainsayers. There isiri 
Oxford a narrow defile (to make use of a. military 
term) wher^ the partisans used to encounter, for 
whicjk reason it still retains the name of Logic- 
lane. I have. heard an old gentlemau, a physi- 
cian, make hia boast, tba^ when he was a ypuns 
fellpw, he marched' several times at th^ beadvCU 
a trdop of Scotists,** and cudgelled a body of Smi-^ 

* The follovirers of^Duns Scotus, a celebrated doctor of 
th^ schools, vrh6 flourished about the yea^ 1300, and from 
his opponng some favourite doctrine of t'homas Aqiiin^ 
gave nse to a new party, called the Scotists in opposition ^ 
to the Thonusts, or fblfowers'of the other. 
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gesianst balf.the length of Hi^ street, til) they 
id dispersed themselves for Shelter into their 
r^pective garrisons. 

/This huo^our, I find,, went very far in Eras- 
mus's time, Fpr that auUior tells us^ that upon 
the revival of Greek' letters, most of thciiniversl- 
ti^ in Europe were divided into Greeks and Tro- 
jans* The latter were those who bore a mortal en- 
mity to the language of the Grecians, insomuch 
^atif they met with any who understood it, they 
did not fail to treat him as a foe. Erasmus himself 
had, it seems^ the misfortune to fall into the hands 
of a party of Trojans, who laid oniiim with so 
many blows and bufiets, that he never forgot their 
hostiliticfs to hi^Mying day. 

, There is a way of manaeing an argument not 
much unlike the. former, which ism^oeuse of by 
states and communities, when they draw Up a 
hundred thousand disputants on each side, and 
convince one another by dint of sword. A cer- 
tain ^nd monarch was so sensible of his s^ensth 
in this Way of Teasonine, that he-^writ upon his 

great gun* Batio ultima reffumy^ The logic 

of kings;' but God be thanked, he is now pretty 
well baffled at his own weapons.^ When One has 
to do with a philosopher of this kind^ jbne should 
remember the old genUeman-'s saying, wjip had 
been engaged in an argument with one <>f the 
Roman emperors. Upon hi^ friend's ielling^jm, 
that he wondered he would give up the question 
wh^n he had visibly the better^ of tne dispute; * 1 

* Th^. followers of Martin Smk^eciiuy a fi^olis logician 
of the 16th centuty, whose works were' long admired in 
the schools even of Protestant universities, thoi^^ he hun^ 
self was a Fopish Jesuit 
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am nevor ashamed (says he): to be^ qonfuted by 
due who id. inaster qi fifty legions/ . 

1 shall but just mention another kind of reaaon- 
tag> which may hejcalled s^rgu^ing by poll: and 
another* whiAh is of equal force, in which wagers 
a^e made use of as ar^ments aocoriding .to the 
celebrated line in Hudibras.* ■ .\ 

But the most notable way of managing a con- 
troversy, is that which we may call ar^mnsby 
torture. This is a method ot reasoning which 
has been made use of withthe poor refi^ees, and 
which waft 50 fashionable in pur country during 
the^eign of queen -Mary, ibat in a |)a»sage of an 
author quoted by Monsieur Bayle, it is said the 
price of wood was raised'^in England by reason 
of the executions that were made in Smithfirfd.t 
These disputants cofavince their adversaries with 
a sciriieSfX coiamoi;dy called a pile^of fagots. 
The*! rack i& also a kind Qf syllogism whidihas 
been used with good effect, and has made multi- 
tudes of converts. Men were formerly disputed 
out of their doubts, rieconciled to truth by force 
of reason, and won over to opinions by the can- 
dour, sense, and ingenuity of those who had the 
right on their side; out this method of conviction 
jQperited too slowly. Pain was found to be much 
more enlightening than reason. Every scruple 
was Ibokea upon as obstinacy, and not to be re- 
moveji but by several engines invented for that 
purpose. In a word, the^ application of whips, 
racks, gibbets, galleys^ dungeons, fire andfa^ 

• Part n. c. 1, V. 297, See «Jso» Ko. 145. 
f The author quoted is^d. Ammoniua* Bayle^s Diet 
t An aiguinent in i4ietoncy in which one propoMtion or 
argum^lit is accumulated on another. . 
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in a dispute, may be looked upon as popish refine- 
ments upon the old heatheix logic. 

There i^ another way df reasoning which sel- 
dom fails, thotigh it be of a Quite different nature 
to that I have last mentioned. 1 mean, convinc- 
ing a man by ready ihonay,6r, an it is ordinarily 
caned, bribing a man to an opinion. This me- 
thod has often proved successful when all the 
others have been made use of to no purpose. A 
tmn who is furnished with arguments from the 
mint will convince his antagonist much sooner 
than one who draws them from i*eason and philov 
sophy. Gold Ma wonderful clearer. of the un» 
derstandiog; it dissipates every doubt and scruple 
in an, instant; accomniodates itself to tiie meanest 
capacities; silences the loud and clamorous^ and 
bnitigs over the liiost obstinate and inflexible. 
Pbihp of * ' ' ' m of most invincible 

reason tt I by it all the wisdom 

of Athei ir statesmen, struck 

their on length argued them 

outofali 

Havin i the^several methods 

of dispul prevailed ii> different 

age/^ of tl ry ^iiddenly give my 

reader ai lole art of cavilling; 

which si ^tisfactory anJ^w^r to 

all «uch I » as have yet ap]pearr 

edapini - 

AX^Dlsojr. C 
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No. 240. WEDNESDAY, DEGEMBER 5. 

'-'-^Uter nonfitf cmte, libef, M^rt. 

Of suph materiali, sir, are books composed. 
^MR. SPEC3TAT0R, 

* I am of one of the most^nteel trades of the 
city, and understand thqs much of liberal educa^ . 
tion, as to have an ardent ambition of being use- 
ful to mankind,, and to think that the chief end of 
being as to this life. I had thes^ -good impres- 
sions given me from- the handsome behavioiirof 
a learned, generous dnd wealthy mai> towards me, 
when I first begaii the worldi"^ Some diS'3atisfac- 
tion betweefn. riie and my parents made me enter 
into it with less relish of Tbusineks than 1 ought; 
and to tarn ofiF this uneasiness 1 gave myself to 
criminal pleasures, some excesses, and a general 
loose conduct 1 know not what the excellent 
ihan ahove-m^entioned saw in me, but he descend^ 
ed from the superiority of hiswisdom and meirit, 
to thrp^ himself frequently into mv company. 
This made me soon hope that I had[ something 
in me worths cultivating; and his conversation 
made me sensible of satisfiictions in a^^eular way 
which I h^d never before ima(gined. When he 
wks grown faipiliar with me, he opened himself 
like a eood. angel, and told me, he had l6ng la- 
boured to ripen m^ into a preparation to receive 
his friendship and advice, both which I should 
daily command f and the use of any part of his 
fortune, to apjxly the measures he sKould propose 
to me for the improvement of my own, I assure 
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■3rou^ I can lipt recollect the goodness and confu* 
sion of the good man when ne spoke to this pur- 
pose to me without melting into tears^ but m a 
word, sir, 1 must hasten to tell you that my heart 
burns with gratitude towards him, and he is so 
happy a man, that it can never be in my power 
to return him his favours in kind, but I am sure 
I have made him the most agreeable satisfaction 
I could possibly, in being read jr to serve others 
to my utmost ability, as Tar as^ is co^jsistent with 
the prudence he prescribes to me. Dear Mr. 
Spectator, I do not owe to him only the good-will 
and esteem of my o^^ relations, who are people 
of distinction, the present etfse apd plenty of my 
circumstances, , but also the government* of my 
passions and.Tegulation.of jn}r desires. 1 doubt 
not, sir, but in your imagination such virtues as 
these of my worthy friend bear as great a figure 
as actions which are more glittering in the com- 
mon estimation. What I would ask of you is, 
to give us a whole Spectator upon heroic virtue 
in common life, whiclwmay incite men to the 
same geherous inelitiations as have l^ this admi- 
rable person been shawn^to, and raised in, sir, 
< Your most humble servant' 

* MR. SPBOTATOR, 

* I am. a country gentleman of a good plentiful 
estate, and live, as the rest of my neighbours, 
with great hospitality..! have been ev^r reckon- 
ed among the. ladies the best company in the 
worlds and have access as a sort of favourite. 1 
never* came in pubKc but I saluteid them, though 
in great assemblies^ all around, wherer it was seen 
how geiiteelly I-avoided hampering my spurs in 
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their petticoats whilst I moved simongBt them: 
and on the other side how porettily they curtsied 
and received me,, standing in proper rows, and 
advancing as fast as thiey saw their elders or their 
better^ despatched by me.. But so it is, Mr. 
Sp^^ctator, that all our^^ood^breeding is of late 
k^t by the unhappy arrival of a courtier, or town- 
gentleman, who cam^ lately am^ng^ ixBi this per- 
son, whenever became into a roomi made a pro- 
found bow and fell back, then recovered with a 
soft air, and made a bow to the next, and so to 
one or -two more, and then took the gross of the 
room, by passing by them ina cqntmued bow, 
tiH he arrived at the jDerson heihought proper 
particularly to entertain. This he did with so 
ffbod a graqe-and assurance^ that it i^ ^aken for 
tne present fashion; and there is no young gen* 
tlewomaa \yithih several miles of ibis place has 
been kissed ever since his first appearance among 
us. -We c6untry gentlemen caivnot begin again 
and learn these fine and reserved airs; and our 
conversation is at a stand till we have yourjudg* 
ment fpr or a^iniif kissing by way of civihty or. 
salutation : which is impatienfiy expecte4b'y vpur 
friends ojf both sexed, but by nohC/ so much as, 
* Your humble servant, 

* HtjSTIC SrtWHTI-T*' 

<MB. sPBCTATORj ^ December ^ 171l'.v 

< J*wjas 'ttie other night at Philaster, wfaero-l 
expected to hear your fimous trunk-maker, (No; 
$35} but was unhappily disapppint^ of iiis com* 
pany, and saw another jjerson who had the like 
ammtion to distinguish^ hifnself in a noisy maon^, 
par^y by voeiferSifn, or talking loqd» «nd part^ 
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hr by his bodily asility. This was a vexy lusty 
fellow, but wrUiala sort of beau, who, getting 
into one of the side-boxes on the stage before the 
curtain drew, was disposed to show the whole 
audience bis activity by leaping over th^e spikes; 
he passed from thence to one of the entering 
doors, where he took smifiT with a tplerable good 
grace, displayed his fine clothes, made two br 
Inree feint passes at the curtain with his cane, 
then faced about and appeared at ther other door: 
here he.afiected to survey the Whole house,^bow- 
ed and smiled at randopn, and then showecl his 
teeth, which were some of them indeed very 
white; after this- he retired behind the curtain, 
and obliged us with several Tiews of his person 
from every operiing. 

"* During tlie time of acting he appeared fre- 
Quently in the prince's apartment, made one at 
tne hunting match, and was very^ forward in the 
rebellion.* If th^re were no injunctions to the 
contrary, yet this practice must he confessed, to 
.diminish the pleasure of the audience, and for that 
reason presumptuous and unwarrantable.: but 
since her majesty's lite command has made it 
criminal,t you have authority to take notice bf it 
* Sir, your humble servant, 

^CHABLBS^EASYi' 
STEELE. -. T4 



• Different scenes in the play of Pliilaster. 

t In the play-bnis about uiis time, there was Oris clause, 
• By 4ier majesty's commiuid no person to be admitted be- 
hind ihe scenes/ ' 

:^ Communicated from die letter^bo|[. , -^ l' 
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No. 241. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

Sola sibi, semj^er longam mcomitata viddur 

Lre ffiam^ — Vni«. 

She seems alone 

To wander in her sleep through ways unknown, 
Giiideless, and dark. Dbtssv. 

'MB. SPECTATOR, 

< TnouctH you have considered virtuous love 
in most of its distresses, 1 do not remember that 
you have given us 2^y dissertation upon the ab- 
" lovers, or laid down any method how 
Id support themselves under those long 
IS which they are sometimesf forced to 
1 am at j)resent in this unhappv cir- 
ei, having psurted with the best pt hus- 
lo is abroad in the service of his country, 
not possibly return for some years. His 
warm and generous affection while we w^pe to- 
gether,, with the tenderness which he expresse<f 
to nie at parting, make his absence almost insup- 

Sortable. I thmk of him every moment of the 
ay, and meet him every night in my dreams. 
Every thine 1 see puts me in mind of him. I 
apply myself with more than ordinary diligence 
to the care of his family and hiis estate: but this, 
insteaid of relieving me, gives me but so many 
occasions of wishing for nis returi^. I frequent 
the rooms where 1 used to converse with him; 
and not meetinjg him there, sit down in his chair 
and fall a i^eepmg. 1 love to read the books he 
delighted in^ and to converse with the persons 
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whom he esteemed. 1 visit his picture a hun- 
dred times a day) and place myself over against 
it whole hours together. I pass a great part of 
my time in the walks where 1 used to lesin upon 
bis arm, and recollect in my mind the discourses 
which have there passed hetweeh us.— 1 look 
over the several prospects, and points of view 
which we used tp survey together, fix my eye 
upon the objects which he has made me take no- 
tice of 9 and call to mind a thousand agreeable re- 
mu^lks which he has made on thos^ occasions. 1 
write to him by eveiy conveyance, and, contrary 
to other people, am always in good humour when 
an east wind blows, because it seldom fails of 
bringing me a letter from him. Let me entreat 
jrou, sir, to rive me your advice upon this occa- 
non, and to let me know how I may believe my- 
self in this my widowhood. I am, sir, 

< Your very humbly servant, 

^ASTERIA.* 

Absence is what the poets call death in love, 
and has given occasion to abundance of beautiful 
complaints in those authors who have theated.of 
this passion in verse. Ovid^s epistles are full 
of them. Otway 's Monimia talks very tenderly 
upon this subject: 



< It was Bot kind 



Ta leay e me, like a turUe, here~alone» ' > 
To droop and rnoimi the absence of my mate. 
When thou art fifom me, every place is desert^ 
And I, methiiiks, am savage and forlorn^ 
Thy presence only 'tis can make me ble«t. 
Heal my unquiet mind, and tune my souL' 

OmrSAV, Act H. 
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The consolatiomt of lovers on these ^lecaflibiw are 
very extraordinary. Besides those mentioned by 
Asteria, there are many other motives of com- 
fort which are'made use of by absent lovers. 

1 remember in one of Scudery's romances^ a 
couple of honourable lovers agrcN^ at their part- 
ing to set aside one half hour m the day to tnink 
of each other' during a tedious absence. The ro- 
mance tells us^ that they both of them punctually 
observed the time tiius agreed Upon; and that 
whatever compa.ny or business they were enffaff«» 
edin; thw left it abruptly as soon as the clock 
warned tnem to retire. The romance furthef 
adds, that tiie lovers expecjted the return of this 
stated hour with as mucn impatience as if it had 
been a real assignation, and enjoyed an imagina- 
ry happiness that was almost as pleasing to tncmi 
as what they would have found from a real 
meeting. Tit was an inexpressible satisfaction to 
these divided lovers, to be assured that each was 
at the same time employed in the same kind of 
contemplation, and making equal returns of ten- 
derness and affection. 

If 1 may be allowed to mention a more serious 
expedient for the alleviating of absence, 1 shall 
take notice of one which I have known two per- 
sons practise, who joined religion tD that elegance 
of sentiment with which the passion of love gene- 
rally inspires its votaries. This was, at the re- 
turn of such an hour, to offer up a certain prayer 
for each other, which they had aereed upon be- 
fore their parting. The husband who is a man 
that makes a figure in the polite world, as. well 
as in his own &mily, has often told me, that he 
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coidd not bftve supported an absei^ne of three 
years ivithoui this ex{>edient. 

Strada^ ia one of his prlokisionsy ^Y^is an ao- 
count of a chimerical correspondence between 
t^o friends .by the help of a certain loadstone, 
whiji^ had such virtue in it, that if it touch- 
. ed tiyo several needles, when one of the needles 
€K) touched began .to movj5, the Qther, though at 
never so jgreat a distance^ moved at the ^ame 
lime, and m the same manner. He tells us, that 
the two friends, being each of them posseissed of 
one of tiiese needles,- made a kind of a dial-plate, 
inscr^Mng it withrtbe four-and-twenty letters, in 
the same/ manh^r, as tibe hours of the day are 
marked upon the ordinary dial-plate. They then 
fixed^one of the needles c '^ " ' ' 

In sUch a njann'er, that itq 
out impedimenl;^ so as to 
andrtwenty letters. Upq 
one another into distant 
to ^withdraw themselves 
closets at a certain, hqur ( 
verse with one another 
invention. .Accordingly, 
hundred miles asunder, ea 

up^in hi3 closet at thetimt , 

diately cast his eye upon his aial-plate. If he had 
a mind to write any thing to his friend, he di- 
rected his needle to every letter that formed the 
words whidi he had occasion for, making a little 
pause at the end of every word or sentence, to 
avoid confusion. The friend^ in the iheanwhile, 
saw his own sympathetic needle moving of itself 
to etn^ry letter which tiiat of his correspondent 
pointed at By this means they talked together 

VOL. V. M 
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aeross a wbole <iOtkimtnty and -cQn^jred •'their 
thoughts t^ one another in'W instant^ over eitiea 
^ mountatniSy aead or deserts*^ ' 

If MoDBieur Scadery, or any 0tW writer of 
romaiieey' had mtroduoed a neoromantier, who is 
generally in the train of a Jknig^it-errant, making 
a present to two lovers of^aco^e of thcMjeabOYe'. 
mentioned needles, the reader would no^ have 
been a little pleased to have, seen them corres- 
ponding with one another when they wer^ gudrd- 
^ by ^ies and watches, fur" jeparatod b^ castles 
and adventures. ;- .>^ 

In the mean while^if ever this iAvehtibn shoijld 
be revived -or put ik pr^i^ce, X would propose, 
that upon the lover's dial-plate ther^ -should b^ 
written hot only the four and twenty letters, but 
several entire words, which 4iave always a placte 
in paissionate epistjtes, as fla^xes,r dartsj diey-lan-^ 
gui^h, abs^ce, Gupid, heart, eyesyhang, drown, 
and the like. This would very much abridge 
the loVer^s pains in this Ws(y of writing a letter^ 
as it would enable him to express the most »sef id 
and sigaitidant words with a single touch of tiie 
needlew.. •.-••'. ^\* ■:■.•-/.'-' . , •• - •' ^' - 
■ Anntaot^.' ^\ ' . ' ■-, . ^ - " - ;. - .-C. ■; 

No. 242. IMD AY, DECEMBER 

(^ftdiiurf ex m^ioqtda res itreemif habere 
Sudorig mmknum-^-^^ Hob. 

To Mmteonvu^^ themes i« thought an easy ta^lr. 
' MR. SPECTJATOB, . " 

< Your iq)ectilation8 4b not so \^ 
over rn^s mam^ers as I eould wish. 
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piiperof yourff (No. 134) concerning4lie misbe* 
naviour of people, who are nectssarity in etoh 
Qther^s company in trayelting, oagHttcrnave been 
a laatine admonitioii against tran^res^ons of 
Qiait kind: but I had the fate of yoqr Quaker, in 
mtBOtin^ with >2tTude fellow in astaWcoach, wha 
entertained two or three women of us (far there 
wdino m^n besides himself) with lan^age'as in- 
decent as ever was heard upon thev^/^tef, . Theim- 
pertineiit observations which the coxcomb made 
upon our shame and confusion .were su(^, that it 
is an unspeakable grief to reflect vpon them. As 
much as you baVe declaimed against duellinci 1 
hope: you will dp us the justice fo declare, uiat 
if the brute has courage ^enough to send to the 
pkee where he saw: us sdl alight tSgether togettid 
of him^ there is hotohe of us but has^ a lover who 
shall avenge the insult. It would certainly be 
worth your Consideration to look into the fre* 
ouiiht^mtsfQf tunes Of this kind to which the mp-. 
dest and innocent are ex{ 
behaviour Of such aa are 
^ood4)reedin^^lo vii^tue 
mg what we do not iippri 
seeing what i^ disa^preeahh 
solatioh, but since m a boi 
bly of ladies, x)r evett^in a 
the powifti^ oi a gross coj 
woman can ndt avoid hea 
her condition ^bo conies v 
imperti^ents! and how n 
invective^ a^inst sueh a fc 
tious had not utterly fd^gt 
est, they would know thi 
hours uftier pne^of |he 
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winch rhum2ti> life^eao be exposed/ if one. of 
these brutes could reflect thus much, though they 
want sbame^they would he moved by their pity 
to abhor an impuderit behaviour in thej)re8enee 
of ' - • • Qcen^. If yoiTwiU oblige 

ua 1 this subject, and procure 

it. linst everjr stage-coach in 

Gi iw of the journey, you .\vill 

hij lie sex, for which ypu have 

pr sfsteein: and- in particular} 

th< e:fftllowrSufierers, and, sir, 

• moat humble, servant, \ 

J ^ ^REBECCARIDIJiaHOO©*'; 

' ' .' ' - ' -^ ". t 

^Mft-SPJECTATOR, _ ' - 

„ *The paa^ter which I am now gorne to ^end 
yoii, is an unhappy story in loWliley 5tnd willre- 
conlmend itselfy so that you inust excuse .the nian- 
her ofexpressing it. A poor idle drunken weaver 
ia Spilaldelds has a faitnfuHaboriou|^wi£e; who, 
by nor frugaliQr. and industry liad laid by her as 
much money aspurchased hera ticfeetin the pre- 
sent lottery; ' S/ie had hid .this very privately in 
the bottom of atrunk,^and had given nierntunber 
to a friend amd confidant, who n^d- promised tp 
kecp^^the seci^et, and bring her. news of the suc- 
cess. The- poor adventurer was one day gone 
abroad^, nvhen her careless ' husband, suspecting 
sljte: had saved some nioney, searches e^p^ery cor- 
ner^ till atlenj|th h^ fimds thissame ticket; which 
he immediately carries jabroad, sells, and squan- 
ders away t)>e irioney, without the wife- snoot- 
ing any thing of the jnatteir. A day prtwo alfer 
this, this friend, /Who was a woii^n, comes ah4 
brings the wife, word^tliit she. had a: benefit oi 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



No, 24?. THJS SFBCTATOR. ' 137 

five hundred pounds. The poor creature over- 
jpy^d, flies up stairs to her husband, who was 
then at work, and desires him to leave his room 
for that evening, and come and drink with a friend 
of his and hers below. The man received this 
cheerful invUation as bad husbands sometimes 
do, and after a cross word or two, told her he 
would not come. His wife with tenderness re- 
newed her importunity, and at length said to him, 
" My love! 1 have within these few months, un- 
known to you, scraped together as much moneyi 
as has bought us. a ticket in the lottery, and now 
here is Mrs. Quick come to tell me that it is 
come up^this morning a five hundred pound 
prize." The husband replies immediately, " You 
lie, you slut, you have no ticket, for 1 have sold 
it." The poor woman upon this faints away in 
a fit, recovers, and is now run distracted. As she 
had no design to defraud her husband, but was 
willing only to participate in his good fortune, 
every one pities her, out thinks her husband's 
punishment but just. This, sir, is a matter of fact ; 
and would, if the persons and circumstances were 
greater, in a well wrought play be called Beavr^ 
tifiil Distress. I have only sketched it out with 
chalk, and know a good hand Can make ^ moving 
picture with worse Qiaterials. ^Sir, &c.' 

'MR. SPECTATOR, 

'^ 1 am what Uie world calls a warm fellow, and 
by good success in ti^^ 1 have raised myself to 
a capacity of makins some figure in the world: 
but no matter for that, I have now under my 
guardianship a couple <m nieces, who will certain* 
ty make Bie run mad; whi^ you will not woodqr 
m2 
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at, when J tell you they are female virtuosos, 
and during the three years and a half that I havp 
had them under my care, they never in the least 
inclined their thoughts toward an)r one single 
part of the character of a notable woman. Whust 
they should have been consideriM the proper 
ingredients for a Sack posset, you snould hear a 
dispute concerning the magnetic virtue of the 
loadstone, or perhaps the pressure of the: atmos- 
phere; their language is peculiar to themselves, 
and they scOrn to express themselves oft the 
meanest trifle with words that are not of a Latin 
derivation. — But this were supportable still* 
would they suffer me to enjoy an uninterrupted 
Ignorance; but unless I fall in With their abstract- 
ed ideas of things (as they call them,) I mu$t not 
expect to smoke one pipe in quiet. In a late fit 
of the gout, 1 coiviplained of the pain of that dis- 
temper, when my niece Kitty begged leave to as- 
sure me, that v^hatever I might think, several 
great philosophers, both ancient and modern, 
were of opinion, that both pleasure and pain were 
imaginary distinctions, atid that there was. no 
such thing as either in rerum natura. I have 
often beam them affirm that the fire was not hot; 
and one day when I, with the authority of an 
old fellow, desired one of them to put mv blue 
cloak on my knees, she answered, sir, I will reach 
the cloak; but take notice, 1 do not do it as allow- 
ing your description; for it mi^ht as well be call- 
ed, yellow as blue; for colour is nothing but iht 
various infractions of the rays of the sun.— Miss 
Molly told me one day, that to say snow :was 
white, is allowing a vulvar error; for as it eon- 
tains a great quanti^ of nitrous particles, it might 
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more reasonably be supposed to be black. In 
short, the young hussies would persuade me, that 
to believe one's eyes is a sure way to be deceiv- 
ed; and have often advised me by no means to 
trust any thing so fallible as my senses. What 1 
have to begofyou now is to turn one speculation 
to the due regulation of female literature, so far 
at least as to make it consistent with the quiet of 
such whose fate it is to be liable to its insults; and 
to tell us the diflferenoe between a gentleman that 
should make cheese-cakes and raise paste and s^ 
ladjr that reads Locke and understands the math^ 
matics. In which you will extremely oblige, 
- Your hearty /riend and humble servant, 



i' 



STJBELE. T, 

No. 243. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

Ibmutm quidem tpsam^ MareeyiK, et tanquafn fadem hanesH 
vides.' gttSB si ocuKs cemeretwr^ nUramlea amores . fut ait 
FkUoJ eoGcUaret Mpientim* \ . ■ Tuix. 

You see, my son Marcus, the' Yety shape and countenance* 
as it were, of virtue: which, if it could he made tiie ob- 
ject of sight, would (as Plato says) excite in us a won- 
. derful love of wisdom. 

I BO not remember to have read any discpurse 
written expressly upon the beauty and loveliness' 
of virtue, without considering it as a duty, and as 
the me^ns of makine us happy both now and 
hereafter. I design tnerefore this speculation as 
an essay upon that subject, in which Ishall con* 
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sider virtue no farth^ than as it i« in itself (^ an 
amiable nature, after having premised, that I un- 
derstand by the word virtue such a^ general no- 
tion as is affixed to it by the writers of morality, 
and which, by devout men, generally goes un- 
der the name of religion, and by men of the 
world, under the name of honour. 

Hypocrisy itself does great honour, or rather 
justice, to religion, and tacitly acknowledges it 
to be an ornament to human nature. The hypo- 
crite would pot be at so much pains to put on the 
appearance of virtue, if, he dia not know it was 
the most proper and efifectual means to gain the 
love and esteem o( mankind. 

^e learn from Hierocles, it was a common 
saymg among the heathens, th^t the wise man 
hates nobody,, but only loves the virtuous. 

Tully has a very, beautiful gradation of thoughts 
to show how aniiable virtue is. We love a vir- 
tuous man (say^ he) who' lives in the remotest 
parts of the ^arth, tnough we are altogether out 
of the reach of his virtue, and can receive from 
it no manner of behefit; nay, one who died seve- 
ral ^ges ago, raises a secret fondness i^nd benevo- 
lence for him in our minds^ wh^n we read his sto- 
ry; nay, what is'still more, one who has been the 
enemy of our country^ provided his. wars tv^ere 
regulated by justice and humanity, as in the in- 
stance of Pyrrhus, whom Tully mentions on this 
occasion in opposition to Hannibal. S«toh is the 
natural beauty and loveliness of virtue. 

Stoicism, which was the pedantry of virtue^ 
ascribes all good qualifications, of wnat kind so- 
ev^y to the virtuous man/ Accordingly Cato^ 
in the eharaeter Tully has left of him^ oarried 
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matters so &r^ that he would not: aljbw^ any oiie 
but a virtuou'aftian to be handsome. This indeed 
lopl^ more Hke a philosophical rant than! the real 
opinion of a wise man; yet this wius what Cato 
very seribudy maintained. In short, the stoics 
tiioueht they could not sufficiently represent the 
excelfence' of vlrhi0, it they did not comprehend 
in the notiqa of it all possible perfectipiis; and 
therefore did riot pnly suppose tW it was trans^ 
cendfentlv beautiful in itself, but that it made the 
very body amiable, anS banished every ;kihd of 
deformity from the pei'soh in whom, it resided. 

It i&a common 'observs^tion,thj3it the^most aban- 
doned to alt sense of goodness are apt to wish 
those Who are rdated to them o^ a different cha- 
racter; and it is VQry obsebyable,' that none are 
more struck with-the chatms of virtue in the fair 
sex, than, those who, by their Tery admiration of 
it, are carried to a desire of ruinihe it. > 

A virtuousjnind in a fair b-tfdy jf ind^d a fine 
picture in a good light,.ai?d, therefore Jt is no 
wonder that it 9iakesth0 beautiful ja^x all over 
charms; \ > 

As virtue in general is of an amiable ind love- 
ly nature, there^ ire spriie particular kinds of it 
wi^ich are more so/than others; and these are 
such as. dj^pose^us to do ^ood to mankind, Tem-* 
peranee and abstinence, fsdth and devotion, are 
js as laudable a5 any other 
Lch make a man popular and 
jl^arity, mltniftcehce; and in 
ilittes tiiftt lender us benefi- 
yr this reason $ven.ai> extra- 
nothing else to recfoTnmend 
rosity, is ofter^ more Ijielov- 
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fim^ed characfter^ w^o, is' defective in this pir*' 

'Thetwo giseat^rnanifentaof virtue, whtc^^ 
her in ibe most advantageous yiews^ aWd jrnake 
her ajtogether lovely, W^cheerftilhessknd ^t>cycU 
nature. These generally m tdjgether, as a^nafi? 
can hot be ap'eeahie tdotrters who fs- not easy' 
wilhih hjmselL They are t^oth yery retjuisk^' 
in a yitluous mind, to. keep out melancholy from 
the nianyserioias thoughts it is .en^k^d iii, and 
to hinder if^natnral hatred of-^yi^eirorh sourifig 
into seventy .andcenfioriotisniBSs; , 

If virtue is of this amiable natare, what can we 
think'of those \vjjibj can Ipoknpon it.^ith an eye 
of hatred af^d iilrwill, or can sujlkr their aversion 
fi^ apaity to^blot but alP the merit of the person 
^whp JB efiga^d in it? A.;nian nrastbe excessive^ 
Iv stupid, SB Well as unchifjtabie, who believes 
tW.tnefe is jio virtue but era his own srde, and 
that there are no men as honest as himself who 
maydiflfer&pm^him ih political ptin^iples; Men 
may oppose ^n^.another insome particulars, but 
ou^ht not ta calry their hatred, to those qualities 
which are of so amiably a nature in themsdve^- 
and have hothirig,;to da vvith the points in dis- 
pute. . Men of virtiii^ though [6T different • i niter- 
es^9 ought jto ci^n^ider. tlieihse^es as ihore nearly 
united Witt one Mother, than with the 'vicious 
part ofnianfcind, who enabairk with them in the 
saine elvil^conlReihs. We shot^M bel^rtihe same 
love towiardsaiWan of honour/whp is a living 
aijta^oiiist, -which Tully tells ;yscjn the feremen*- 
tioned pa^gfe everyone naturally does td an 
enemy mt is dead/^ ^ shoiii^ We>wi<mld^e^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ii^i Si4A. JPKB 9^€TA7i». 143 

T^tue^tiiQi]^ ia ii Ibe^ and abhor yicej though in 

1 speak, this with, an ^ye to. those ct'uel trjeat- 

me^t9 which m^ii of aU sided are apt to give tiie 

eharacters pf ihose who do iitft agree with t^em. 

Hqw^many personsofundotrbtea probity and ex- 

enjjilary virtue, oh eithiBr side, are blackened and 

di^fraraed? How ifhatiy men of honour exposed to 

^public iobloquyr^nd reproach? Those therefore 

who are eith^ thie instruments or abettors in such 

infeimal de^lins^, oaght to be looked upop, as per- 

e of religion to prbnioter4neir 

C4use to proniOter religion. . 



STiDAY, DECEMBER l6, 

i^mdis. Hob. ' '. , 

jr9u,;»n(i[,inan-of ^tHL' Ciibxob. 

f MR. ^ECT ATOfi^ Ccmnt' Garden^ Bee, 7. 

. * I'pAN hbtj.without a 4o^tfleipjtistice, forbear 
expressing to^you the jefatrsfaotlbfi wliich a whole 
clan jof yimi0sos, hav^ rec^iv^d from tho^e hii^ts 
which you have latelV J^en die toWn on the icair- 
^toWof the inimitable Raphaei,. (No. 2[a6.) It 
shoilld be, methinks, ihe business of a Sp^ 
\to4mprove, th^ pleasure!^ of ^g;ht, arid there can- 
not be k more itnmediate w«(y.to jt than recom« 
inending tije: study ah4 'observation Df ea^Ient 
^rawngs ;and jpicture& ' Whet^ I fitBi went to 
view thpue of mj*a^ whieli you Aavie idebra- 
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ted, I must confess I was but barel}r.j)lQ(ised; the 
next time 1 liked them better; Jjut at last, isl 
grew better acquainted with thi&m, 1 f<|li deeply 
m love with them|Ji^e wise speeches, they ^^uiaJk 
deep into my heart; for you-kmnV, Mr. Specta- 
tor j that a man of wit. may extpedely affect one 
for the present, but 'if he has not discretion, his 
merit soon^ vanishes away, whiie a wise maii that 
has apt so-0%at a stock of wit, sh^l) neVQrthel(§^ 
give ytm a.far.greater and more lasting sati^c- 
non : just 30 it is in a plcture,that is stnartly touch- 
ed, but not wdl stuaied; Quamay caUit a witty 
picture, tHough thejiaintef in themeap timp may 
be in danger of beii^g callea aTooL On the other 
hand,:a pictu^ that is thoroughly understood in 
the whole, and well performea in th& particulars, 
that is begun on the foundatipri of gedmetry, car- 
ried chi bythe rHles pf perspective,. architecture, 
and anatomy^ andperfeeted by a good harmony, 
a just and natural^ colouring, and such passions 

IS- are almost pecu- 
ou may iustly style 
ioftit faife to strike 
ralhojir facultiejs to 
it upon; it' Other 
es only ^ as rattles 
atid* certaihly that 
B eye, without re- 
part of nature or 
other, does but show what fine colours are to be 
sold at the Bolourrshop,_and n^ocks the works of 
fte^Greatoi!'. If.thebestimitator of nature is not 
tabe esteemed the best painter, but he that malM^s 
the greatest show and glare of colours, it will 
necessarily fpllowy that he -who. can mray hita- 
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self m the most gajudy draperies is best drest^ 
and he that can speak loudest the best orator. 
Every inan when he looks on a picture should 
examine it according to tha^t share of reason he is 
master of^ or he win be in danger of making « 
wrong judgment If men as uiej walk abroad 
would make more frequent observations on those 
beautiesof nature which every moment {»^esent 
tl^emiselves , to their view, thev would be better 
jud^ when they saw her well imitated at home. 
This Would help to correct those errors which 
most pretenders fall into, who are over-haesty in 
their judgments, and wiU not Stay to 1^ reason 
come in for a share in the decision. It is for 
want of this that men mistake in this case> and in 
common life, a wild' extravagant pencil for on^ 
that is truly bold and great, an impudent fellow 
for a man of true courage and bravery, hasty and 
unreasonable actions for ei^terpri^es of spint and 
resolution, gaudy colouring for that which is tru- 
ly beautiful, a false and insinuating discourse for 
Simple truth elegantly recommenoed. The par- 
allel Will hold through all the parts of life and 
painting top; and the virtuosos above-mehtioned 
will be glkdto seey^u draw it with 3rour terms of 
art As the shadows in a picture represent the 
serious or melancholy, so the lights do the bright 
and lively thoughts: as there should bebutpne 
forcible light in a picture, which ^should catch 
the eye and fall on ^e hero, so there should be 
bdt one object of bur love, even the Author of 
nature, These and the like reflections well im- 
proved, might very much contribute to open the 
beaut V of thait art, and prevent young people 
from being poisoned by the iU gusto of any ex- 

VOL. V. N 
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trtyaflaDt workmaitthat should be imposed upon 
us. Iam,jir, 

* Your most humble servant.' 

* if R. SPECTATOR, 

' < Thoueh I am a woman, yet 1 1^ one of those 
who confess themselves highly pleased with a 
speculation you obliged (he world with some 
time ago (No. i809) from an old Greek noet you 
call Simonides,. in relation to the several natures 
alid distinctions of our own sex* Tcouid not but 
admire h(^w justl v the characters of wonien in this 
age fall ^n with the times of Simonides, there be- 
ing no one of those ^rfs I fiave not at some tiipei 
or other of my lif^ met with a sample jof^ But> 
«ir, the subject of this present address are a set 
of women, comprehended, I think, in the ninth 
species of that speculation, called the apes; th6 
clescription of whom 1 find. to he^ *That they 
are such as are both ugly and ilKnatured^ wKo 
have nothing beautiful themselves, and endeavour 
to detract from or ridicule every thing that kp- 
pears so in others.' Now, sir^ this sect, as 1 have 
been told, is v^y freqijent in the p^at .town 
where, you live; but as my circumstance of life 
obHges me to reside altogethei^ in the country, 
though not many miles from I^ondon, I can not 
have met with a great number of them, nor in-5 
deed is it a desirable acquaintance, as I have 
lately found by experience. You must know, 
sir, uiat atxthe peginnihg of this summer a fatni- 
ly of these apes came and settled far the season 
not for from the place where I live^ As they 
were «trangerS ia'the eountry, they were visited 
by the .iadies about 'them, of iVhoih 1 was one. 
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with a humamty usual in those that pass most of 
their time in solitude. The~apes lived with us 
very agreeably our own way till towards the end 
of the summer, when they began to bethink them- 
selves pf returning to town; then it was, Mr. 
Spectator, that they began to set themselves about 
the proper and distinguishing business of tlieir 
character; and, as it is said of evil spirits* that 
they aro apt .to_ carry away a piece oi the house 
they are about, to leave, the apes, without regard 
to common toercy^ civility, or gratitude, thought 
fit to mimic and fall foul on the, faces, dress and 
behaviour of their innocent neighbours, bestow- 
ing abominable, c^njsures and disgraceful appella- 
tions, commonly called nicic-naihes, on all of 
them: and in short, like true fine ladies, made 
their honest plainness and sincerity matter of ri- 
dicule. 1 could not but acquaint you with these 
grievance^ as well at the desire ot all the parties 
injured,^ as from my own inclination. I hope, 
sir, if you can not propose entirely to Reform this 
evil, you will take such notice, of it in some of 
yourfuture speculations as may put the deserv- 
ingpart of our iiex on their ^ard against these 
creatures ;^^nd, at the same time, the. apes may 
bo^sensible, that this sort of mirth is so far from 
an innocept diversion, that it is, in the highest 
degree, that vice which i^ said to comprehend 
iall others.* lam^sir, - 

, ^ Vour humble servant^ 

* CONStAKTiA FIELD.' 
STEELE. . T. 



* Ingratitude. 
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Fida tohptatia eausd tkU phmma vertM, Hor. 
Fictions, to ^lease^ shoold wear the ftce of truth. 

TB^fKE,X9 nothing which one regards ao muqh 
fnthran eye^ mirth and pity aa innoceDee» when 
it hag/ in it a dash of folly. At this same time 
that one,esteems the virtue, one 4i^ tempted tb 
laugh at the simplicity which iaccotiipaniesit. 
When a manMs made up wholfyof'tne dove^ 
without the ieasrt grain of the sei^nt in his com- 
position, he J)ecpmed, ridiculous in many circum- 
stances of life, and very often discredits, his best 
actions. The Clordeliera* tell a story of their 
founder St. Francis, thaf as hejpassed the streets 
in the dusk of the evening, he di^vered a.young 
fellow with a maid in a corner; upon which the 
good man, Say they, lifted up his hands to h^ir 
yen with secret thanksgiving, that there was still 
80 much christian charity in the World. .The in- 
nocence of the saint made hini n^stake the kiss 
of a lover for a salute of charity. -'1 am heardly 
cdncerned when I see a virtiious man without a 
competent knowledge qfihe world; and if there 
be any use In these mypaperil, it is this, that 
without representing vice node;: any false allur- 
ing notions, they give my reader an insist into 
the ways of men, and repi^esent human nature in 
idl its ehangeable colours. The man who has not' 
been engaged in any of the follies of the world, 

* The Miiiotite Friars of the,<nder of St Fnuici8» are so 
called hot^ a cotid* which' ^ey weir hj w^y ^ f^rdle. 
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or, a« Shakspeare expresses it, hackn^jfed in the 
ways dfrneUf may here find a picture of its fol- 
lies and extravagances. The virtuo(us and the 
innocent may know, in speculation, what they 
could n^ver arrivaat by prai^tice; and by this 
means avoid the snares of the ci*afty, the corrupt 
tions of the vicious, and the reasoniQgii of the 
prejudiced. Their minds^may be open^ without 
Being xUiated. ; 

It w with an ;^ve to m v following corresppnd- 
e«>t, Mr. Timothy Doodle, who seems a very 
wellTmean^ing man, flialt I have written this short 
preface, to. which I shall subjoin a letter from 
the said Mr. Poodle, 

'"si?,.- ■.- -, . .'■ ^ .. „ ' 

^1 could heartily wish tl^t you would let us 
know your opinion upbn several innocent diver- 
sions which are in u^e among us, apd which are 
very proper to pass away a wirifer night, for 
those who do not care to throw away their time 
at aii opera or at the play-house. I would^kdly 
kiiow,ui particular, what notion you have of hot" 
cockles; as also, whether you think that questions 
and co^nmandsi^ mottos, stmilies^ and cross pur- 
poses, have not mm'a mirth and wit in them' than 
those public diversioiis which are gro^n ^o very* 
£aohroiifaJ3le^mpng us. If you would recommend 
tcr our wives and daughti^rs, who rlead your pa-^ 
pers^with a gr^t deal of pleasure, some of those 
sports and pastimes that may be practised with- 
in doors, and by the fire-side^, we, who are mas- 
ters of families, should be hu^elv Obliffed to you. 
I need not tell ybu that 1 womd naye uiese sports 
and pasf^nQS not only merry but innocent; for 
V2 
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which reason 1 have not motioned either whi^k 
or lanterlbo, nor, indeed, so much as one-and? 
thirty. After having commuilic^ted to you my 
ireauest upon this subject, I will be soiree as to 
tell you how my wife* arid f pass away these t^ 
dious winter evening with a great deal of plea- 
sure. Though she be young, and handsome, and 
gpqd-humoured to a miracte,;she does not care 
lor gaddinft abroad like others of her sex. Tliere 
is a very friendly mJuQ, a colonel in the army, 
i;diom I- am mightily obliged to for his civilities, 
that comes to see me altn^st every night;, fcir he 
irnot trnie, of those gjddy younglfeUows that can 
not live out of a pl^y-house.^ When we are tOr 

f ether, we very often makea party at blind mafi's 
uflF, which is a sport that I like the better, be- 
cause there is a good deal of exercise in, it The 
colonel and I are hlinded by turns, ^d you would 
Is^gh your heart out to see what j;>ains my dear 
takes to hood-wink us, so that it is impossible for 
us to see the least elimpse of light. The poor 
colonel sometimes hits his nose acainst a post, 
and makes us die with laughing.' I have gene- 
rally the good luck not to hurt myselH butll am 
rery often aboVe half an. hour before ( cam catch 
either of them; for )rou must know we hide our- 
selves up and down ip corners, tl^t wb ipay have 
the morespert. I only give you tnis hint as a 
samite of such- innbcent diversions as 1 would 
have you recommend ;^ and am, most esteemed siri 
^^ ^ Your ever loving friend, ^ 

: f TIMOTHT pOODli.' 

The following letter w^ t)bcaitoti6d b v my 
last Thursday's pap^, (No. 241 ,) upon meab* 
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ience of lovers, and tte methods tl^ereiki.men- 
iiohed of making such absence supportabfe 

'sir, 

^ Among th^several w^s of conflation which 
absent lovers make' Use ol'^ while their souls are in 
tiiat state of departure,; which jrousay is death in 
love, there are some verv materia} ones, tnat have 
escaped your notice, ^^inons these the fit^t and 
most received is a crooked snilling, which hais 
administered gr6at comfort to our forefa)iiefs, 
and is still made use of on this occasion with 
eyerjr good effect in most parts of her majesty's 
"dpmiiihohs. There are some, I know, who think 
a (ta-o^n piece cut into two e<jual parts, and pre- 
served by the distant Idvefs, is of more sovereign 
virtue than the former. But since opinions are 
,diyided in this particular, why may not the same 
persons m^ak^ use of both? The figure of a heart, 
whether cut in stone or cast in metal, whether 
.bleedihg upon, an altiar, stuck with darfe, or held 
inthe hand of a Cupid, has always been looked 
updn as a talismanic in distresses of this nature. 
1 am acquainted with many a brave fellow who 
cairries his inlstress in the lid of his snuff-boy, 
and by tiiat expedient has supported himself un- 
der tlie s^bsenoe of a whole campaign. For my 
own part, 1 have tried all these remedies, but 
never found so much benefit from any as from .a 
ring, ill which my niistfess's hair is plaited to- 

Ether very artificially in akind xif true lover's 
oti As I have received great benefit from this 
secret^ I thic^ myself obliged to ;Communicate it 
to-tbe public for the 'good of, myfellowTgubjects. 
1 desire you will add this letter as an appendix 
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to your consolations, upon, absence. And 1 am, 
your very humble servant, - . T. B.' 

I shall conclude this paper with a letter from 
an university :gentleman, occasioned by my last 
Tuesday's paper, (No^ 289,) wherein I gave 
some account of the great feuds which happened 
fQrnjerly in those learned bodies^, between the 
n^oderh Greeks and Trojan^v ' / 

* This.will give you to understand, that therfe 
IS at present in the society, wherieof lam a mem- 
ber, » very coji^erabje body of Trojans, who, 
upon a proper decision, would not fau to declare 
ourselves. Inthe meanwhile we do aU,w^6 can 
to annoy oiir entfemies by stratageip, and are re- 
solved^ by ihe first opportunity, to attack Mi*. 
Joshua BarneSj^ whom ^ve look upon' as the 
Achilles of the opposite party. As for myself,^ 
I have had the reputation, ever since 1 caftie from 
flohod, of_being a trusty Trojan, and am resplved 
never ^Q give quarter to the smallest particle of 
Greek wherever 1 chance to meet it It is foj: 
this reason I take it very ill of you, that you 
sometimes iiang out Greek colours at the h6ad of 
your paper, and sometimes give a word of tjhe 
enemy even in the* body, of it When 1 meet 
with any thing of this nature, I throw* down y6ur 
speculations upon -the, tablcf, with that form h( 
words which we make use of when we declare 
war upon an author, ' '^ 

'' ^''^t noUd Greek prcKTeMoi; of the Uniyemiy. of CJuafet-f 
badge. , 
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1 gnre ym this hint^ that you m^y^for th^ future 
dlStaiii from 4EUiy Bikch hostilities at ybur.p^ril. 

addisok; "... C* 



No; £46, WEDNESi)At;s DECEMBER 18. 

No aBlorouff)](ero^eTevJ|^e thee birth, ' s , ;, 

Nor oVer tender goddess. :brougfat thee forth: - . 

Some nig|^edjt)ck*s hard entmla gave the^ fomif 

Ajid ragiiig' t^a9 ^roduc'd t)ie6*m a-stbnn : ' 

A soiil weU suidng'thy-teinpestiftous kind, ' 

So rough. jkhyioaiinets, so untam'd.^y nund* ; Popb. 

< As your paper IS part of the equipage of the 
teartable, 1 conjure you to print what i now write 
to you: for Lhatre no other way to Communicate 
what I have.to oay to the fair sex on the inost im- 
portant circumstance of life, even the cai*e of ehil- 
drein I do not understand thai you profess your 
pimer is diviys tocofhsist of matters which are 
only -to ^terts^in the lean^ed and polite, hut that 
it may a^ee with ybui^ design to publish some 
which may tend. to the informatiQn of mankind 
in genepl; ^nd-when it does so« you do mfore 
thatnivntihg wit and humour*- Give me leaye 
then to tell 3K>.i]y that of all the abuses'' that ever 
you have^ayet ehdeaVoiired to reform, certainly 
not one, wanted so much ;four assistance as the 
abuse in nursing.,of children; It is unmerciful to 
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dee^ that ^ woman endowed with iril the pecfee- 
tions and blessings of nature, ^an, as'-^oon as ^ 
is deliverecj, turn 6ff her innocerit, lender, and 
helpless infant, and give it up td^ woman Ibat is 
(ten thousand to one) neither ia health nor good 
condition, neither sound in mind nor body, that 
has neither honour nor reputation, neither love 
nor pity for the poor babe, but more regard for 
the money than for the whole child, and never 
will take farther care of it than what>,by all the 
encouragement of money and presents^ she is 
forced to; like JEsop's earth, which would not 
nurse the plant of'another ground, although never 
sb much improved, by reason tiiat plant was mrt 
6f its ov\rh production. "And since aliotiifir's child 
is no more natural to a nurse than a plant to a 
strange and difierent ground, how can it be sup- 
ppsed that the child should thrive ; and if it thrives, 
must it not imbibe the gross hupiours. and qUalir 
ties of the nurse, lik&a plant in a different groutid, 
or like a graft upon a dififereiit Mo^ck? Do not we 
observe that a lamb suckin^^ goat changes^ very 
much its nature, nay, even its Skin an^ w^ol into 
the jjoat kind? The power of a nurse overa child, 
by mfusihjg^ into it with her milk her quahties 
,$ind disposition, insufficiently and dai!^ observed; 
hence came that old saying conoer^ng jin Ul-na* 
tured and malicious fellow, that he h»l imbibed 
his mal^ice with his 4Hirse's mil^ or. that some 
brute or other had b€«n his nurse. Hence Romu- 
lus and Remus: were.^id to hiitve been^ nursed bv 
a wolf,. Tel^bu$, the sen of Hercules^ by a hina, 
Pelius, the son of Neptune^ by a \mare, and 
^gisthus By a. goat; not ^at they ^had «tctually 
sucked sueh cre^ur^. as^some siinFdetOB^ have 
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imtLf^ntd^ but that tbeir. niirs^ h«d been of such 
a natui^atid ten^:)er9 and infused such into t^em. 
< Many instai^ces may be pcoddced from good 
auUioiities.apd daily e^q)erienc(^^ that children 
actually suck in the several passions^ancl deprav- 
ed incliilationB of their nurses, as anger, 'malice^ 
fear, melancholy, sedness, desire jaiiSi aversion. 
This Dioddins, lib,. 2« witnesses ^en Ifie speaks, 
s^tying, that-Nero the emperor^a nurse Tiad been 
very much addicted to^ drinking; which habit 
Nero received from his nurse^ And was so rerv 
particular in this, that the people took so much 
notice of it,, as instead of Tibepus Nero^ they 
called bim Biberiu^ Mero. The same Diodorus 
also relates^f Caligula, predecessorto Nero, that 
his n^pse used tp moisten the nipples, of hei* breast 
irequentlv with blood to make Cali^la take tha 
betfer hold of ..them; which, says Diodoriis, was 
thie eause t}iat made hina, so blppd-thirsty and 
cruel adl his lifetime aftery.that he not oflly conv- 
mitted frequent murder by his own hand, but 
likewise wished that all human kind w^re but one 
neick, that he mi^ht have the pleasure , to cut it 
ofir Such lik^ degeneracies astonish the parents, 
Tfho not knowing after whom the child can take, 
$ee.one incline to stealing, another.to drinking, 
cruelty^ stupidity: yet all, these are not mindeo: 
Nay, it is ^^sy to demonstrate that a child, al- 
^ough it be born frbra. the best of paresis, may 
be corrupted by an ili-temperei nurse. How 
many children do we^^ee daily brought into fits, 
consumptions, rickets, &o» merely by sqckrtig 
their nyrses when m a passion or futy? But in- 
deed almost anv disorder ^of* the nurse is adisor- 
d^ to the chila^ "and fejv pujses can be found in 
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tbis town, but wli^t hfbour ohder somedistemper 
or oUier. ^fhe first question dial;' is .getierall^ 
asked.a >yomig; woman fhat wants td be a nixi^; 
* why ^be should be a nnii^e to other peoj^te's di^.'^ 
dren?* is answered, -<l)y her haviti^ an ill btif- 
bandy and tb^tUie must mxkt shintoliye.' 1 
think now thia very answer i&enough to give any 
body a shock^^-if duly Considered: Tor 4n ill hus- 
band may, or ten to one if he does- notj bring 
home to his wif^, an ill distemper, or at least 
vexation and disturbance,. B^^aes> as,^e takes 
the child Gk|t of iiiere* necessity^ hei^ food wUl be^ 
accordingly^ or etse yei^ coarse at best: tvhen^ 
proceeds an iU-cbncdcted and coarse fpod few th^ 
child; for as the blood, so .is the milk, ahd hence 
1 ain very well assured proceeds the scurvy, the 
evi}, and;^any other distfempers. i beg otyou, 
for the sake of the inaiiy poor infants -th^ may 
and will be saved by weighing this case serft^usly, 
to exhort the beople with the iilmost vehemence 
to let the chilqten-BUcJt their own mothers, bofli 
foi" the benefit of mother and child. . For the 
general argument, that a mother is^^vee^kened Bj^ 

F'vmg 1^^ to her children^ is vaiii and simple, 
will maintain^ that the mother grows stronger 
by ft, and will have her health better than ihe 
would have otherwise: rfie wiUfitfd it the grefatest 
cure and preservative for the vapours and Yuture 
miscari^iages^ much . is^eyond any Other' remedy 
wbajtsoeyerr her children} will be lite, giahts; 
whereas, otherwise they are but livin«'ijhSows, 
and like unripe- frpit: aijd certJrinly if a tiromaii 
i$ strong enough to bring forthra child, she islMh 
yond affdoulj^ strong enough ioiium it after* 
wards. ' It grieves foe ta observe «id consider 
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hoi^tnany poor children are daily ruined by care- 
fess nursed; and yet how tender ought they to be 
of a poor infant, since the least hurt or blow, es- 
pecially upon the head,, may make it senseless, 
^tuprdj^r otherwise miserable forever? 

^But 1 can not well leave this subject as yet; 
forjt seems to me very unnatural, tluit a woman 
thai has fed i child as part of herself for nine 
months^ ^ould. have no desire to nurseit farther, 
when brought to light and before her eyes; a(nd 
iVhen-by iito cry it im][>loces her assistance and 
theofi^of.aihother. — ^Do not the v^rv cruel- 
lest of brutes tend -their vOung ones with all the 
Oare and delight imaginaUe? - For how can she 
be called a mother ^at will not mirse.her young 
ones? The earth li called the mothc^r of lALthin^, 
nof because she j>roduces, but because she main- 
talns and Qurs^ what she produces. The -gene- 
ration of theinfant is ihe efif<^t of desire, but the 
care of it argues virtue and choice. I am not 
. ignorant but that there are some cases of necesm- 
ty where a mother can not give suck,> and then 
outof two. evils' the least must be chosen: but 
there are §q very few, that 1 am sure in^ a thou- 
sand th^re is hardly^ one ired instance; for if a wo* 
man does but know that her husband. can spare 
about three or six shillings a week extraordinary 
(although this is but seldom considered,) eiie cer- 
tainly, >yilh the assistance of her gossips, will 
ioon persua4e the good man to send the child to 
niir^ and easily impose upon him,^y pretfend* 
ing indispoiution.; The cruelty is supported by 
£Bi8ni<m, and natui^eiyes place to custom. 
^ . : < Slip, your humbly servant' 

- STEZLM. T. 

Vol. v. o 
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No. 247, THUl^DAY, DECIEMBER 16. 

- Their untip*<J lips a^or^y towi^nt pour. : 

"^ Wb are told by soinie^ancient atrthors, that So- 
crates was instructed in Eloquence by a woman, 
whose n^n^e, ifl am hot mistaken, was Aspasia. 
IhsE^^e indeed very often looked upon that |irt as 
the m^sfrproperior the female sex; and! think 
the universities \voulddo' weiJ.to-considBr, whe- 
ther they should aot^ fill the; rhetoric chairs with 
she-^professoTs-. , > " . ' ' '^*< 

Itnaa bieen said in the pi:aise^f sdme mei^ that 
they couid blk whole hours togetJii^^iipon aiiy 
thing^; but it must te-owSied, to me hcTnour of thie 
other sex, that there are many among thei)(i who 
can talk wl^ol^ hours together updn nothing, 1 
have known sr woman branch out into along ex- 
tetppore ilissertation Upori th^ ^dgin^ of a petti- 
coat; and chide her servant for brisakHig a china 
cupi in allth^ figures of rhetoric. r • 

Were wbihen adniitted to plead in courts of 
judicature, 1, am persua'ded'tbiBy would carry the 
elroqiienceroftiic oarto greater heists than^it has 
yetarrived at./ If ^ny one doubts this,- let hhtt 
but be present, at those'debates which frequently 
arisfe amoii^ the'ladieu-of the British fishery. • 

The first kind therefore of female orators which 
I shdl tdfce notice ^f^ are tiiose v^rho are .employ- 
^ in stinging up the passions^ a part of rhetoric 
in w|iich Socrfttes's wife had p^hapt made a 
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greater^ proficiency than ; his -aboye-mentiofied 
, teacher. . " 

'■". The second kind of female orators are those 
Wiio deal in invectives, and ^^ho kre commonly 
known by the name of the censorious. The ima- 
^jiation and elocutioi) o^ this set of rhetoricians 
is ^(VQnderfiil. Widi what a fluency of invention, 
tod copiousness of expression, will they enlarge 
upoyn every littlaslip in ^e behaviour ojfanother? 
WiUa Jiow niaiiy diflferent circumstances, and 
With whst variety of phrases will they teU over 
the same story? 1 have known an qld lady make 
an unha^^py niarriage the^ subject of a month's 
cbnverisatiph, She- Waoied the bride in one 
place; pitied hiir m another; laughed at liei' in a 
third; womtered'at her in a fourth; was angry 
with hcr^n a fifth ;MBUid in short; woi^e^ut a pair 
c^ eoacb^orse&in exjplre^siitg her concern for her. 
At 1^^^ after jiaving quite exhausted the sub- 
ject on tbissidie, shermacie avisitto thenew-mar- 
ried pair,, praised the wife for the prudent choice 
she had m^^ tol(l her. the unreasonable ^fiflec- 
tidns which some malicious people had past upon 
her, stfii desired that they .might be better ac- 
quainted. Tk^ censure.and approbation of this 
kind ef women pre. therefore only to-b^ consider- 
ed as helps. to discourse. ' -■ f\ \ " 

A third kind of female orators may be eompr^- 
Jiendeduhder the: word Gossips. Mrs, Flddle- 
Faddle ii^ perfectly accomplisl^ in thl» sort of 
eloguehceV sbe launches out into descriptions of 
chrrsteaihgs, runs divisions upon > a head-dress, 
kno^s every dish of meat that »s served up in her 
neighbourhood, and entertains her .epmpany a 
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whde^fltePiiooiv toother with the wit of her lit- 
tle boy, before he is ab^e to speak. : 
' 'the coquette may be looked upon as' a fourth 
kind of female orator. To give herself the lar^ 
field fbf discotirse, she hates andJoyes in the same 
breath, talks to her lap-dog or parrot, is uneasy 
in all kinds, of ^we&dier, and m evwy -part 6i 
the room. She has false quarrels ana leigned 
obligations to all the men of her acquaintapoe; 
sighs when she ianot sad, and laughs when «he 
is not merry. The coquette is' in parliimlar a 
great niistress of that part of oftitory which: is 
called action^ and indeed seems fo> speak fetr-no 
other jiufpose but as it^ves her an opportunity 
of Stirring a limb, or :varyinga feature, ait glancing 
her eyes, or playing with her fan* ,^ • 

As for newsHuoogersy politicians, mimics, sto- 
ry-tellers, with o^er jcharacters of that-natur^^ 
which gpve birth- to: loquacity, they ^are as jBom- 
moniy round among the men as the wi^men; for 
whicn reason J sh^U pass them over in sileace^ 

I have ofteA been puzzfed to assjjgn a cause why 
women should have this taletit ofa ready utter- 
ance 4n so'mUch greater perfection than meik. 1 
have sometimes fencied that th^y have not a re- 
tentive power, or the feculty of suppressing their 
thoughts as men have, hut that they are necessi- 
tated to speak every thuig;diey thinks and if so, 
it would perhaps furnish a very strone argument 
to the Oartesians, for the suppor^ng cSthf ir doc- 
trine,^ that the ioul always mipks. But* as seve- 
ral are of cpinion that the iair^sex are not alto- 
gether strangiBFS to the art of dissembling and con- 
^ealinff their thoughts^ 1 have been . folded to i^ 
linquish tiiat opinion^ and haye therefore endea^ 
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voured to seek iaftertK>me better reasonu In or- 
der to it, a friend of mine, -who is an excellent 
anatomist, has promteed me, by- the first oppor- 
tuhity, to dissect a woipan?s tpngqe, atfd to exam- 
infe whether there may not be Jn it 'o^rtaln juices 
wfeicb render it so wonderfully voluble, or flip- 
pant; or \^ether the fibresof it may nothe maae 
up of a Siner or more pliant thread, or whether 
inere are not in it somep^icular muscles whiph 
dart K up and down by such sudden ^anoes and 
vibrations: or whether, in the. last place, there 
may .not be some certain undiscovered chapn^ls 
runping from the head and thp heart to tbis little 
instFunient of loquacity, ajld conveying into it a 
perpetual afiiuency of animal spirits^ Nor must 
I omit the reason which IJudiljTasi has given whj^ 
"those >vho. cap talk on -trifles, speak with the 
p^eatefet fluency 5 namely, that ^^e tongue is like 
a -ra«e-horse,* which -runs the faster .the lesSer 
weight it caiTicsk- ; 

Which of thet^ reasons soever may be looked , 
upon as the most probable, l4}nttk^he irishman's 
thought was very natural, who,aftei^ some hours 
conversation with a female orator, told. her, that 
he believed hei* tongue ^vas -very gl^ when. she 
was afdeep, tor that it had not a niofnent's rek 
dl the while dhe w^s awake, - v ^ -• 

\Th^t excellent old ballatd of the Wanton Wife 
of Bath has the^foRovying reinarkable \ih^: 

■ ' ' *■ ^ ^ ' • ' ' '■ ' -^'c t " '• ■' 

.' I^thmk,, quoth Thomas, women V tongues 

* of Hspen leaves are. made.* » ' ' 

•PartIR, Caiito2^yer..443. \ 

— '^^H his tongue^r&n on, theiess ^ 
Of weight it bore,' with greater e^ujb. 

o2 , 
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And Orid^ thoiigh in the4«seription pf a very 
barbarous ciroumstance, tells ns^.tfaiat whenthte 
tongue of a beai4lful female was cut. out, and 
ttii*own upon ihe.-erociQdy it^^eoiild . not loroeaar 
muttering even in^^t posture; . 



'CompremiMmfimpe Ungutfm 



MituUt ensefetoi raeUx micai ulUrm.Ungum* 
ipsajaottfj&raeque ifefn^uXmmurmurat atray 
Utm^e aaUri sokt mittilatm emiia cohhrm 



< The blade hi|d cui 



Ifertong^ sheer ,6ff, close to the^trembliJig root: ^ 
The mao^ledpart still quiver'd on the gfroani4» 
Murmuring with a faint iinperfebt sound; ; "-*-'■ 

And, as a serpent wHthes ms ^tKoiind<$ tnuii, 
Uneasyr, ^nting,- and ^ss^ss'd'^irith: pain.' Caozix.. 

If a tongue tvou)d be talking. witKout a mOulh, 
what coula it bJaiye done when it h^d aH its.or>- 
^ns of speech and accompliee&bf ^mid about 
5? 1 might here meutiori tne.storyof thepip)>in- 
womaili) nad nOt I some reason to look Upon it-as 
fabulous.* \ o . . . A. 

I must confess I am so wonderfully charmed 
with the music of this little, instrument, that -1 

' ^ Tlus is a^ne stroke of h«mour,!!Bfter haring admitted 
Ovid's Tale' of PhilomeL without anjr objections, to, its ve- 
raci^. The stoiy here referred to, is of an iipplerwopfian, 
who when the Tham^ was j^zen orer, was'said t6 hate 
had her head cut off by the iceu* it 4s Humorously told iii 
Gray*8Trivik. . - 

' The cracklings civstal jrields, she sinks, she dies. 
Her he4d chopt off from fier jk)6t shoulder^ .flies. > 
. Pippins she c^ed, butdea^h^jroice confbnndsi' , 
r And pip-ptp-pipidon|S the ke resounds.^ 
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would by no ineao^ c^^courage it. All that 1 
aim at 'By thi».didserfajtianas, to cbrerit of some 
disaf^reeablQ poteja^a^d idrpai^ular-of those little 
jamngs aod dissonantes which ar^se from an- 
ger^ cen604rioQsaess^'l^OB$iping^ %nd coquetry. In 
3)ort^ I T^puld alwjiya have it tuned by^good-aa<p 
ture^ tr«ith> ilis(»'e|ioh^ and sUieetity. 
. abdison; \ C. 



; No.^ ^48. FRIDAY, DEGEMBBR 14. 

It lis a piiihclpal point of duty to idnstano^er fttost when 
he stands most in need of asaurtance. 

, Tsjbrb are noae who^ defserve superiority ;over 
others im the ejsteem of mankind^ who ao not 
m^e it their endeavour to. be benefbcial to soci^* 
ty; and who,. upon all oeea^ons which their cir- 
cumstances t>f. life -can administer^ do not take^a 
certain unfeigned pleausUtje in coinferirlng benefits 
jdr one kind or Other. Those who|^ great talents 
and high birth have -placed them^in conspicuous 
stations of life, ar^ iiRlispensably obliged to ejtert 
sbme noble inplinati&ns-fbr the service of the 
i^orjd, or else such advant^s beccMne misfor* 
tunes> ajid shade and privacjf are, a merer eli^^ible 
portion. Where opportiinildes and iirqlinations 
are eiven to the same pers^fi^.we sometimes see 
sublmieinatan^s^ofoi^irtae, whU^h 60;dazz)e our 
imaginatiouB, that' we look with scorn on all 
which m lower scenes -of life we 'may ourselves 
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be able to pratiide.; But this is a vidQi?3:^a7 ot 
thinking: and it beafs "sontB spice of romantic 
madness ht a man to imdgitie tkat he must grow 
ambitions^ or seek adventures, to be "able to do 
great actions. , It is irt'eyely rain's poiver in the 
world, who is above mere povertV;; hot t>hly to 
do things. Worthy but -heroic./ The great foqh- 
dation of civil virtue is selfrdenial; and there is 
no one above the necessities of lijk but ji^s op- 
portunities of eterci^ng that noble quaRty, and 
doing as much a^ his circumstances will bear for 
the ea^ and convenience of othei? nien; and he 
who does more than ordinary men practjse, iapon 
such- occasions as ciecur in his life, Reserves the 
value of his friends as if he had done entei^rises 
which are usua}lv attended with the. highest glo- 
ry. Meiibf public spirit difier radher in their 
circumstances than their virtue; and the plan who 
does all h6-can, inra Iqw station, js'T^ore a hero 
than he who omits any woVthy a4ti6h Ite is able 
to accomplish in i great <)ne; It is>not many 
years ago -fiince Lajrfriws, in wrong of hit' elder 
brother, cam'fe to arireat est&tte by gift pf his fa- 
ther, by jeasott of -the dissolote .bwgshaviour 6f the 
fir^t-bom; Shanife^ an d contrition reftM-med .the 
life of the disinherR^d youth^ and be became as 
remark^ible for his^ gxjod ^utiUies^ as fonnerly for 
liis errors. Lapiriu^ tvhof observed his brotner's 
apQiendm^ent, sent hinl, oh a n6w-year*a day in 
the mbrnilig,.thejbllowing letter: ' , -' 

< HONOUfiED BROTHER, -^ 

' < I inclose to you liie deeds whei^by li^yTather 
gave me this hiouseand lands: had he lived uiitil 
new; Jhe woiddnot hive bestowed* it in thatinan* 
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n^r; he took it from the faaca you were, and 1 re- 
store it'to thc^n»ny on. aret l-am^nr, 
. - : \ < YcHir a&ctioi;iate brother, 

^ And humble servant, 

■•/' ^ ■-■_-: ' • - - ^> ^ '^P. T-^ 

' As sreatand exalt^-^^pkrits undjertake, the pur- 
sifit-'of ha22u:dous actions for the good of others, 
at the same time gratify iog their passion for gio* 
ty ; so do woEthy minds in the domestic WAyr, of 
life deay themselves many-advantages, , to satisfy 
a ^^nerous henev^lencQ whichlhey bear to their 
fnends oppressed with-distir^ases and calamities. 
Such natures one miaiv caU stores of trQvidence, 
which' are actuated oy tu secret celestial influ- 
ence to undervalue the ordinary gratifications of 
wealth, to give comfort to a heart- loaded with 
alftictiooj to save a falling- family, iir:preserve a 
btanch^f trade in their pei^bourhood, and give 
woarfcto^ the industrious, presi^ye the= portion of 
the, heiress infant/ and raise' the head of . the 
mourning fathen PeOji^e whose hearts are whol- 
ly bent towards pleasure, or intent upqn gain, 
tiey^ beao* of the noble occurrences among men 
of industry arid hunjanity^ It vvouid look like a 
city romance,; to tell them of the generous mer- 
chant^ who've other day sent this billet to. an 
eminent trader under diflMukies to support hinx- 
seH^.in who$eiall manylKiridredsbesi^^s him- 
itelt had perished; but because I tiiink there is 
more spirit and true galisfntrjMh it than in any 
letter I ;have ever re|idfrom Strephon to-PJiillis, 
I shall insert it cfven in the mercantile^ honest 
style in whlcfi it was iserit •' - 
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* SIR, ■■ ' •"/ ' -. ; ' .••:.-. 

< 1 have heaird/cf ihe c^sualticai whicH>h^v6 in- 
volved you in extreme ^istres^ |tt this time;^nd 
knowing you to foe. a jvian of great 20od-|iaturey 
iadustrvy and probity, have resolved ta stand by 
you. Be6f|rood che<^,vthe bearer brings wim 
him five thousand jM)liads, ^d has |ny oi^der to 
answer your drawtnj^ forasn^uch morion my 
accoitnt* I did this in haste, £6x feap 1 should 
c6me t0o late for your ireliefs but yon-may ^aUi^ 
youtselif with me to ihe.Wm of_€Cty thousand 
pounds; for I tan very cheerfully tur, the hazard 
o£ being sa much less-rich than 1 am now to save 
an honest mfl)i whom I love. > / : 

.. :. >Youp friend and servant 

' • ' ' .''■'• .» ■ . * ' » ' L 
v^ I thinK there kiEJomewher^ ihMontai^e n^e^ 
tion made of a family*book,.>w]^eEein au the oc- 
currences th^ happencfd -frjom one generaitibsi of 
that house to another were, recorded. ^ Ww6 
there such a ra^dKMi in ;th& families wUch.are 
eoncei^ned infhis^genwoSky,.it.wouW.l3fe a hard- 
task for the ei*eatest in > Europe to giye,^ in. their 
own, an instance of ^- benent better placed;^ or 
conf^pred with a more graceful air. .It has been 
heretofore .Ui:^d> botv^barbai^'OUS tmd inhuman ijs 
any unjust step m^^de. to theodisadvant^ge of a 
trader; and ^by/howniueh. such a^ act towsurds 
him is detestable; 1>y so jBomh a^ acl\ of kindness 
towards liin? is^ lauaatire. .y 1 remember to 4iave 
beard a bencher^ p( the Temple tell a ^ tpry of a 
tradition in their' house^ .ivKere they had foroierly 
a custom of choosing ku^gs for such i^seasoo, and 
allowing him ji.^ expenses at the charge of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



N0. ^49. rM sttCTATM: 167 

sdcfetjr. <)iie cf eur ki9g6,^;3aid my fiieind, car- 
, Eiedhisrdral liticUtiatJoixa little too far, and there 
waiB a oeiramtlee oilit^Te^ to lookiolb the manage- 
metkt ofhiS'treasqry. Amongotli^r things It ap- 
jjfisaredy that'h\s majestv^ w3i^tig,ineqg. in the 
doidter, had overheard -a poor man: say to :ano- ' 
ther, i^ch a sm^l $tHn would jnake me th^ ha^ 
pie$t^!yi in-theiyorW. Theking; put of iua 
royal epmpasslQny pi^ately iriqwirea- into his cha- 
ract^fjj and' finding him a:propert)bjcct of charity, 
sent him the; money. "When'thi^.committee read 
the renortj, the house pajssed hi»acc6ui)td>witi) a 
piimaite virithoat further' examinatibn, upon the 
recital ojf this article in theiRt ^£ ' &, , d. 

""•For n^^n^,a rtan happy, - 10: 00: OO 

'Stbxle:. . , . ''■ '..• *.'•>■ .■ -- ' V. • ■ - ^ T. . ■ 



lio.^d/ .S^ 15. 

/ Mirth<>utof seisisqn^s a g^^voUs^ 

WftjjN, r mkke choice o'f i\s« 
been treated on bj'^ otber^, 1 tl 
reflections on it Syithoutany't)^ 
thit ijiey may appear rathef jn 
freedom o^ ariefiBayj^ than in t 
set disc6urse. Ji is afler this r 
consider laughter and' ridicul 
paper.- \ -': ' ' V . 

* Bdau^^di, master of the ceretnoiMS (with4he tiUdof 
King) at Bath. 
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Man iathem^m^st^qje^^^'the-av^tion^^ 
above and bc^ow him ai!e seri^tis; He sees ^li^^ 
in a different li^t fmm'OU^p SeingBy and finw 
his mirth SH'iBing^tnJ^.ol^cts -that j^rhaps cause 
somethings like pity or displeasure in hig^ei^ na- 
tures^ Laughter is indeea a y^r7 gpod ^.upter- 
poise to the dpleen; mid it se^md^ but reasonab^ 
that we shoum be capable'^ recNeiving joy from 
what is no real good to ua^ since- we can.«eceive 
grief from what is nOTc;^ e^il^, i. " : 

1 have, in- my fortJ"-8eveiith, paper^ raised a 
speculation on the notion of a modern phil^so* 
pner,^ who descnbeslhe fijrst motive of laughter 
to be a secret eompaS^iaon which we make ho* 
twoed^^iflrselves ana.tl^^|>er^na we la^ghatVor, 
In other words, that satisfaction which \ we re- 
ceive from th4,<5pinlon of 'Some, pre-emiji^^ce iii- 
ourselves, when, ive'see the >bsttrditi!&js of ano- 
ther, or wbeit wie refleA ^on' anvt past absurdities 
of ourx}wh;v This seems^ hoti in ftk)st cases; 
and we ttiay observe^ that the vainest part'^f 
mankind^are the inost addicted to t^f>assion. 

I have read a sermon of ^ .conventual in the 
church of Rome oh thfese words of the wiseinan, 
< 1 said of laughter, Uns^nad; andof n^rtJi^, Y^^^ 
doth it?' JJpoii which- hfe laid it d^wn as .a point 
of doctrine3-thatJ^uffhtpr was the effect of orfgi^ 
nal siir^ aiid' !that. Adam'^ooqld /iiot' lau^ beCor^ : 
thelaU; " '. \ ^ . • ^ : v\ ' . r,. ^ ' 

Laught^r^ while it last%^ckens an^ unbraces 
the mind,- weakens th6 Taculties^- arid calHses a 
kind of remissness and dissolution in alkthe 
powers of tiliefii0ul,^d thus far^it may be look- 

•Hobbei. 
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ed upon as a weakness in the composition of hu- 
mdn nature. But if we consider tne frecpent re^ 
Kefs we receive from it^ and how often it breaks 
the gloom which is apt to depress the mind and 
damp our spirits, with transient unexpected 
gleams^ of joy; one would take care not to grow 
too wise for so great a pleasure of life. 

The talei!it or turning men into ridicule, and 
exposing to laughter those one converses with, 
is the qualification of Httle ungenerous tempers. 
A young man with this cast of mind cuts himself 
off from all manner of improvement Every one 
has his flaws and weaknesses; nay, the greatest 
blemishes are often found in the most shining 
characters; but what .an absurd thing is it to pass 
over all the valuable parts of a man, and fix our 
attention on his infirmities? to observe his imper- 
fections more than his virtues? and to make use 
of him for the sport of others, ra^er than for our 
own improviement? 

We therefore very often find, that persons the 
most accomplished in ridicule are those who are 
very shrewd at hitting a blot> without exerting 
any thing masterly in themselves. As there are 
many eminent critics who never writ a good line, 
there are mainy admirable buffoonis that animad'- 
vert upon every single defect in another, ^thout 
ever discoverine the least beauty of their own. 
By this means these unlucky little wits often gain 
reputation in the esteem of vulgar minds, and 
raise themselves above persons of much more 
laudable characters. 

If the talent of ridicule were employed to laugh 
men out of vice and folly, it might be of some use 
to the worid: but instead of this, we find that it 

VOL. V. p 
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is generally made use of to laugh men out of vir- 
tue and good sense^ by attacking every thing that 
is solemp and serious^ decent and praiseworthy, 

'st ages of the 
ister-pieces of 
a shined by a 
vere strangers 
^ are so fash* 
n. And it is 
iding we fall 
poetry^ p^iint- 
md all the no- 
d more upon 
genius than experience, we exceed them as much 
in doggerel, humqur, burlesque, and all the tri- 
vial arts of ridicule. We meet with more raille- 
the moderns, but more good sense 
J ancients. 

3 great branches of ridicule in writing, 
y and burlesque. The first ridicules 
T drawing them in their proper charac- 
ather by drawing them quite unlike 
s. Burlesque is therefore of two kinds ; 
ipresents mean persons in the accoutre- 
ments of heroes, the other describes great per- 
sons acting and speaking like the basest an>ong 
the people. Don Quixote is an instance of the 
fifst, ana Lucian's gods of the second. . It is a dis- 
pute among the critics, whether burlesquepoetry 
runs best in heroicverse, like that of the Dispen- 
sary; or in doggerel, like that of Hudibras. I 
think where the low character is to be raised, the 
heroic is the proper measure; but when a hero is 
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to be pulled down and degraded, it is done best 
in doggerel. . 

If Hudibras had been set out with as much wit 
and humour in heroic verse as he is in doje;^rel, 
he would have i ' " 

ure than he doi 
readers are so w 
ble rhymes, tha 
my opinion in t 

1 shall conclu 
observing, that 1 
to fields and mc 
or to trees when 
all languages; w 

other metaphor, excepting that of fire and burn- 
ing when tney are appliea to love. This shows 
that we naturally regard laughter as what is in 
itself both amiable and beautiml. For tl * 
likewise, V6nus has gained the title of 
the laughter-loving dame, as Waller has 
it, and is represented by Horace as th 
who delights, in laughter. 'Milton, ir 
assembly of imaginary persons, has g 
very poetical figure, of laughter. His \^ 
of mirth is so finely described, that 1 
down the passage at length. 

* But come, thou goddess, fair and free, 

In heav'n yclep*d Euphrosyne, 

And by men, heart-easing Mirth, 

Whom lovely Venus at a birth, 

With two-sister Graces more. 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore; 

Haste thee, nymph, and bring with thee 

Jest and youthful jollity, 

Qiups and cranks and wanton wiles, 

Nods and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
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Such as hang on Hebe's cheek. 
And love to live in dimple sleek > . 
Sport that wrinkled care derides, 

led. 



ee 



e, 

u 11, &c. 



No. 250. MONDAY, DECEMBER 17.' 

Disce docendua adhtfCi qua eenaet amieuhu, ttt 9i 
CsBCvts iter monstrare veliU tamen aapice n quid * 
Et noa, quod cures prvpnumfedsae^ toquamur*- Hob. 

Yet hear what Ihy unskilful friend can say, " ' * 

As if one blind pretends to show the wayj . 

Yet see awhile, if what is fsdrly shown. 

Be gfood, and such «» you may make your own. 

CjlSICR. 
^MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ You see the nature of my request by tl^e Latin 
motto which I address to you.. 1 am very sensi- 
ble 1 ought not to use iriariy words to you, who 
are one of but few; but the following piece as it 
relates to speculatiQn,'in propriety of speech, be- 
ing a curiosity in its kind, begs your patience. 
It was found in a poetical virtuoso's closet among 
his rarities; and since tiie several treatises of 
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thumbs, ears, and noses, have obliged the world, 
this of eyes is at your service. 

< The first eye of consequence Tunder the invi- 
sible Author of all") is the visible luminary of the 
universe. This glorious Spectator is said never 
to open his eyes at his rising in a morning, with- 
out having a whole kingdom of adorers in Per- 
sian silk, waiting at his levee. Millions of crea- 
tures derive their sight from this original, who 
beside^ his being the great director of optics, is 
the surest test whether eyes be of the same spe- 
cies with that of an eagle or that of an owl; the 
one he emboldens with a manly assurance to look, 
speak, act, or plead before the faces of a nume- 
rous assembly; the other he dazzles out of coun- 
tenance into a sheepish dejectedness. • The sun- 
proof eye dares lead up a dance in a full court; 
and without blinking at the lustre of beauty, can 
distribute an eye of proj)er complaisance to a 
room crowded with companjr,,eacn of which de- 
serves particular regard: while the other sneaks 
from conversation like a fearful debtor, who ne- 
ver dares to look out but when he can see nobody 
and nobody him. 

* The next instance of optics is the famous 
Argus, who (to speak the language of Cambridge) 
was one of a hundred; and, being used as a spy 
in the affairs of jealousy, was obliged to have all 
his eyes about him. We have no account of the 
particular colours, casts, and turns of this body 
of eyes; but as he was pimp for his mistress Juno^ 
it is probable he qsea all the modern leers, sly 
glances, and other ocular activities to serve his 
purposes. Some look upon him as the then king 
at arms to the heathenish deities; aiid make no 
t2 
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proper ferments in the humpiirs, an4 promotes 
the circulation of the blood, jtetnperance gives na- 
ture her fiill play, apd enables her to exert herself 
in all her force and vigour, if exercise dissipates 
a growing distemper, temperance starves it. 

Physic, for the most part, is nothing else but 
the substitute of exercise or temperance. Medi- 
cines are indeed absolutely necessary in acute 
distempers, that can not Wait the slow operations 
of these two great instruments of health; but did 
men live in an habitual course of exercise and 
temperance, there would be but little occasion 
for them. Accordingly we find that those parts 
of the world are the most healthyj where they 
subsist by the chase, and that men live longest 
when their lives were employed in hunting, and 
when they had little food besides what .they 
caught. Blisterihg, cOpping, bleeding, are seldom 
of use but to. the idle^ and intemperate; as alj 
those inward applications which are so much in 
practice among us, ape fot* the nlost part nothing 
else but expedients to ma^Q luxury consistent 
with health. The apothecary is perpetually etn- 
ployed in counterniining. the cook and the vint- 
ner. It is said of Biogenes, that meeting a young 
man that was going to a feast, he took.fiim up in 
the street and carried him home to his fi^iends, as 
one who was running into imminent danger, had 
he not prevented him. What wo^Jd that philo- 
sopher have said, had he beei:^ present at the 
gluttony of a modern meal? Would not he have 
uiought the onaster of a family mad, and have 
begged his servants to tie down his hands, had 
lie seen him devour fowl, fish, and flesh; swallow 
oil and vinegar, wines and spicesj throw dpwn 
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pl&ce the eye of an ox, bull, or cow, in one of 
nis principal goddesses, by that frequent expres- 
sion of 

Bowif ^oiT/flt H^jh^ — 

* The ox-ey?d venerable Juna* 

< Now as to the f^culiar qualities of the eye, 
that finer part of our constitution seems as much 
the receptacle and seat of our passions, appetites, 
and incunations, as the mind itself; ana at least, 
it is the outward portal to introduce them to the 
house within; or rather the common thorough'* 
fare,. to let our affections pass in and out; love, 
anger, pride, and avarice, all visibly move in 
those littje orbs. 1 fcno\^ a young lady that can 
not see a -certain gentleman pass by, without 
showing a secret .desire of seeing him again by a 
dance in her eyeballs; nay, she can -not for the 
heart of her help looking naif a street^a length 
after any man in a gay dress. You can not pe^ 
hold a covetous spirit walk by a goldsmith's shop 
without casting a wishful eye at the heaps upon 
the counter. Does not a hadghty person show 
the temper of his soul in the supercilious roll of 
his eye? and how frequently ki, the height of pas- 
sion does the moving picture in our head start 
and stare, gather a redness and quick flashes of 
lightning, and make all its humours sparklo with 
fire, as Virgil finely de^eribes it, 

< JrdentUahore . 

SdniiHas absUtu/nt: oeulUmicat aeribua tgnis*' iEir^i^ 

*— From liis. wide noatn^B flies 
A fiery atreaaa» and fl^klQ9 from h^ ^yes.' 0i:^t991i« 
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'As for the various turns of the eye-sicht, such 
as the voluntary or involuntary, the half or the 
whole leer, I shall not enter into a very particu- 
lar account of them; but let me observe, that ob- 
lique vision, when natural, was anciently the 
mark of bewitchery and magical fascination, and 
to this day it is a malignant lU-Jook ; but when it 
is forced and affected, it carries a wanton design, 
and in play-houses and other public places, this 
ocular intimation is often an assignation for bad 
practices: but this irregularity in vision, together 
with such enormities as tipping the winK, the 
circumspective roll, the side-peep through a thin 
hood or fan, must be put in tne- class of heterop- 
tics, as all wrong notions of xeligion are ranked 
under the general name of heterodox. All the 
pernicious applications of sight are more imme- 
diately Qnder the direction of a Spectator; and I 
hope you will arm your readers against the mis- 
chiefs which are daily done by kflling eyes, in 
which you will highly oblige your wounded un- 
known friend, 

T. B.' 

* MR- SPECTATOR, 

^ You professed in several papers your particu- 
lar endeavours in the province of Spectator, to 
correct the offences committed by stagers, who 
disturb whple assemblies without any regard to 
time, place, or modesty. You complained, also, 
that a starer is not usually a person to be con- 
vinced by the reason of the thing, nor so easily 
rebuked as to amend by admonitions. 1 thought 
therefore fit to acquaint you with a convenient 

^chanical way, which fiaay easily prevent or 
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correct staring, by an optical contrivatnce of new 
pierspective glassy, short 4nd commodious like 
opera-glasses, fit for short-sighted people as well 
as others, these glasses making the objects ai^[)ear 
either as they are seen by the naked eye, or more 
distinct though somewhat less than life, or bijg^er 
and nearer. A pepson may, by the help otnis 
invention, take a view of another without the im- 
pertinence of staring; fit the same time it shall 
not be possible to know whom or what he is look- 
ing at ' One may look towards his right or left 
hand, when he is supposed to look forwards; this 
is set forth at large in the printed proposals for 
the sale of these glasses, to be had at Mr. Dillon's, 
in Long-Acre, next door to the White-Hart 
Now, sir, as your Spectator has occasioned the 
publishing ^f this invention for the benefit of 
modest spectators, the inventor desires your ad- 
monitions concerning the decent use of it; and 
hopes, by your recommendation, that, for the fu- 
ture, beauty mav be beheld without the ^torture 
and confusion which it sufiers from the^insolence 
of starers; By this means yeu will relieve the 
innocent.from an insult which there is no law to 
punish, though' it is a greater ofifence than many 
which are wimin the cognissanc^ of justice.* 

* I am, sir^ 
* Your most humble servant, 

ABBAHAM SPY.' 



* The optical glass here mentioned is vtry common and 
very contemptible. 
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No. 251. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18. 

Ungum eaduntsunt, oraque centum^ 

Ftrrtavoat . Yzsa. 

^A bundled moutbs, a hundred tongues, 

And throats ofbrass, inspir'd with iron lungs. Dbtdxit. 

There is nothing which more astonishes a 
foreigner, and frights a country 'squire, than the 
cries of London. My good friend Sir Roger, 
often declares that he can not get theih out of his 
head, or go to sleep for them, the first week that 
he is in town. On the contrary, Will Honey- 
comh calls them the i?ama^c de laville,jaiad pre- 
fers them to the soundsof larks and nightmgales, 
with all the music of the fields and woods. I 
have lately received a letter from some very odd 
fellow upon this subject; which I shall leave with 
my reader, without saying any thing further of it. 

/ SIR, 

< 1 am a man out of all business, and would wil- 
lingly turn niv head to any thing for an honest 
liv3ihood. I have invented several projects for 
raising many millions of money without hurden- 
ing the subject, but 1 can not get the parliament 
to listen to me, who look upon me, forsooth, as a 
crack and a projector, so that, despairing to en- 
rich either myself or my country by this public- 
spijitedness, 1 would make some proposals to 
you relating to a design which I have very much 
at heart, and which may procure me a very hand- 
some subsistence, if you will be pleased to recom- 
mend it to the cities of iJbndon and Westminster. 
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'The post I would aim at, is to be comptroller- 
general of the London-cries, which are at present 
under no manner of rules or discipline. 1 think I 
am pretty well qualified for this place, as being a 
man of very strong lun^s, of great Insight into all 
the branches of our British trades and manufac- 
tures, and of a conipetent skill in music. 

* The cries of London may be divided into vo- 
cal and instrumental. As for the latter, Uiey are 
at present under a very great disorder. A free- 
man of London has the privilege of disturbing a 
whole street for an hour together with the t wank- 
ing of a brass kettle or a fry mg-paii. The watch- 
man's thump at midnight startles us in our beds 
as much as the breaking in of a thief. The sow- 
gelder's horn has indeed ^nuithing musical in it, 
but this is seldom heard within the liberties. 1 
would therefore propose, that no instrument of 
this nature should be made use of, which I have 
not tuned and licensed, after having carefully ex- 
amined in what manner it may afiect the ears of 
her majesty's liege subjects. - 

* Vocal cries are of a miich larger extent, and 
indeed so finU of incongruities and barbarisms, 
that we appear a distracted city to foreigners, who 
do not comprehend the meaning of such enor- 
mous outcries. Milk is generally sold in a note 
above E-la, and in sounds sa ex;ceeding shrill, 
that it often sets our teeth on edge. The chim- 
ney-sweeper is confined to no certain pitch; he 
sometimes utters himself in the deepest bass, and 
sometimes in the sharpest treble; sometimes In 
the highest, and sometimes in the lowest note of 
the camut. The same observation mi^ht be made 
on the retailers of small coal, not to mention bro- 
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ken glasses or fafrick^ost In thele, tfaerefoi^, 
and the like eases^ it should be my care to swojeten 
and ntellow the voices o£ these itinerant trades^ 
men, before they make their ap])earance in onr 
streets, as also to aiscommodate their cries to their 
respective wares; and to take care in particular, 
that those m^y not make the most noise who have 
the least to sell, which is vefy observable ih~the 
venders of card-matches, to whom 1 can not but 
applv that old proverb of * Much cry, but little 
wool.' ^ . 

* Some of these last-menti6ned musicians ate 
so very loud in the sale of these trifling manufac^ 
1«res, that an honest splenetic gentleman of my 
acquaintance bargained with one of them never 
to come into the street where he liyed: but what 
was the effect of this contract? Wiiy the whole 
tribe of card-match-makers which frequent that 
quarter, passed by his door the very next day, in 
hppes of being bought ''off after the same manner. 

* It is another great imperfection in our Lon- 
don cries, that there is no just time nor measure 
observed in them. Our news should indeed be 
published in a very quick time, because it is a 
commodity that will- hot keep cold. It should 
not, however, be cried wife tne same precipita- 
tion as fire; yet this is generally the case,: a bloody 
battle alarms the town from one end to another 
in an instant Every motion of the French is 
published in so great a hurry, that one would 
think the enemy were at our gates. This like- 
wise I would take upon me to regulate in such a 
manner, that there should be some distinction 
made between the spreadingof a victory,a march, 
or an encampment, a Dutch, a Portugal, or a 
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Spanish mail. Nor mu^ 1 omit, under this head^ 
tho<^ exc^ssiVi^ atom^ 

teVqus rustics iiifesjt our strejeti inWrnrip^^eason, 
and whicii 5fre mt«^ itieiTcysabte) because these 
are/w'aV^s which are ittto'd^nger.ojf^codlingupon 
their hsfcftd^.; . / . -, •• ' " y- : • > - : . - 

^ Thei'e fire if>thei^i»rho affeet a yery slow tiriie, 
a6d are^ ii}:mvVopimodf miioh mpre tuneable than 
the fanners tne..e<Joger;in pafljcular, swells his 
last note In, a hollpt^vpicej thaPt is riot Avithoiitits 
harmony; nor.eartl^fiJrbcar-beinfe insflred with 
a;mbst^agreeahle melanclK>ly,7.wrien ifcear that 
sa4and sol^nin air witb' whf({h tKe public are very 
. txften . i^sked if thiey have, lariy chairs to meridr 
Yout. own jjiemory may \suj»^ you many 

other lamenCable vaitti^s oif We s^une jiature, 'in 
which the'^tij^iQ is wonder&illy tangqishing and 
melodious. ' ;. '. • . 

. * 1 am always pleased 'wi.tij that partictiUr time 
of the year which is/proper. fot|he picking of diH 
and cucumbers^ bjat al^! |bis cry, l?ke4hesong 
of the nightingale, i? not heard above twd hionths. 
it would, thereforpi be worth while to consider, 
whether the same ai^ might ndt in some caseii be 
adapted to other words^ 

:*lt niight likewiflfe deserve our' most serious 
consideration, how far, in a wfell^gulated city, 
ttiose; humorists are to be toleratea, who, not 
contented with the traditional cries of their fore- 
fathers^ have invented particular songs and tunes 
of their own j such as was, hot many years since, 
the pastry ihan, commonly known by the name 
of the Colly-MollyvPuff,* and such a|;i3'atthis 

* ThislitUe man i^as but just able to au|^mp^jb^8ket 
of pistry which he caitied on his head, «a^|||^^ik:veiy 

v oL. V. Q ' ■^^'-;- 
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(by the render, of powder and wftsb-bi^ who, 
if TJBLtn ri^itlv uilbniKied, goer, uiiiier > ihe tiBfiae 
of Powder Ws*. ^ / : 

I mint i)ot here ODttit.tme; partieular.absardity 
i^^ich rtms ttupdgti ^If whole >oei£^*oii8 gene- 
ration, and "which renders their criea Tery bftftt 
ibt onbr toieoQHiiodieOa, bit J^it^ to 

the pubHc; I. mean,, ith^t '^le acc^i^i^in^^^ 
which they -all of ihem aim at^^f -wyini; $0 as. 
not to he understood. Whether or no Ihey/have; 
learned tMs from several «f o&r a£^c£ed ding^^ 
l-will nottake npqn aaekt^y^ hot most certain 
it is, that peojple Inpw the wates th^y deal in, 
latJMyby their tun€i than by their 'vwMP^ 
muchtfaAt I have ^metimes^erh aeouhtry^boyv 
run out to .buy apf>les j^t kth^lloY^Mpj^sadetf aird 
^ger-bread m)m.ti:g;prind^ of kQive^a^d 9cis- 
sars. Nay, so strangely infatuated arcrsbn^ very 
eminoiit artists of this f^rticiular griioe in a cry> 
that none ^ their aoquaiAtaiice are able to guess 
at their'prqfesiErtQn; for who-else^etn know, that 
" work if I had-<it/''>hcniid^ be* the signification ^ 
of a qorn-cutt^r. ' . • . * 

^ Forasmuch therefore as. persbns, of this rank 
are seldom m^n of genius or jcapaoity, I think it. 
would be very pr<»er that some map of good 
sense and souid- judgment should preside over. > 
these public cries, Vw> should j>ermit none to^ 
lift up their voices in oiu* streets that have not 
tuneaole throats, and are not only ableto6vercom,e. 
the noise of the crowds and the rattling of coaches, 

peculiar tone the cant words which passed into his nainet 
CoDy-Molly-Pttff. There is ahaUV^eet ptnit of hun in th^ 
* Sk of London Cfies.' M. X«aroB» del P. Tempest, exc. 
Granger's * Biograpl^ii^ Hiilory of Baf^knd,' 
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but tbp ijo^ iffiiM titfiir i^speetive niefeha^Ms 
in apt phrase8,'9^d iatke inost d^iiict^»id s/gtet- 
able sottnd9i^ i do tfaerefiore Immbiy TecommieiKl 
myself asia^rstan^ri^t qualified for thh$p60t; 
and if r*&ieet with $t^n§ .^ncour^hieiit, ghi)l 
pOBUiatuikate.BOii^ .other p^ which I hat^ 

i^-iiie^' thart:; iife^y na ie«^ co*id|&ce to the emolu- 
meat of ^e pubue. . I am, sir, &o. 



_Na 252. WEDNESDAYS-DECEMBER 19. 

EfranH^ pmnhgue oeulpa pfr- cUneta ferenU. Ynta, , 
'j' . ExplcrfiBg eye^ place with ciinousityefi. - • -« 

* t AM very>ao|ri^to finJJ by-ybardi?c,our|?e a 
the eye (No, 25&) Ibatyibu hav^ njj^t thoroujKhly 
studied 1 
beauteouj 
would hi 
seems di( 
dienoEise 
it is said i 
jectionit 
do belie.1i! 

of it IS Vi 

travafsanc 
If the m 
kkd.looi 
wouid jp.ve you in one motiasdC What matters 
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-it tvhsit sW savff tofvyou^ See haiy she looks, is 
the l£mgitaj^6.of 'all. whd know wb^love m.^ When 
the'miiid IS t*hus sviinmei up and expre^d in. a 
glance, did you never obseryfe a sudden jpy^ arise 
in the coilntenance-bf a tov^r? Dtidj^ou never, see- 
the^ attendance of yeai^ paid, over^paidj in -ai> 
instant^ You a STOCtafpr,-apd^npt knowthatthjfe 
intelligence o^ afifection is carried on »hy the ey« 
only J that gopd-breeding hias iliade the tongue 
falsify the heart, and sTcta part of continual con- 
straint, while nature haf prJeserV^ed the e^es to 
herself, that sh^e. may not w disguised or. mtsre- 
presentedw The, po(Jr bride can give her handj 
and say, /do. witn a lanffuMshiiiff air f/^>i»/i •*-«« 
.«K« IB rS^js^^ tJY cirtrei -parents tp takigi for mer- 
cenary reasons,, but at |;he''sam6, time she can ndt 
look as if-she loved; l^^ye is full. 6^ sorrgw, 
anVi r^lUcfance sits in a tear, -while the ojSering 
of .the sacrifice is perfprm^d in what we call the 
marriage-ceremony. JTo you never ^ tb plays? 
Can hot you distinguisb between the eyes of 
thos^^ who' go to see Irom those whp pome to be 
seen?!^ 1 am a wbmaii turned of thirm aijd am pn 
the observation a littje^therdfore, if you or your 
correspondent haicl' c^nsult^d me in your dis- 
course on the ey^, I couW have told you that the 
eye of Leonora i^ slily watchful while it looks 
negligent: she looks round her without the help 
of the glasses you speak of, and yet seems to be 
employed on objects directly before ner. This 
eye is what afiects chance-medley i and on a sud* 
deuj as if it. Attended to anoth'ei: thing, turns all 
its charms against an ogler. The, eye of Lusi* 
tama is an insiri^ment df premeditated murder^ 
but the design being visible, destroys the execii- 
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iim of it; aod with much laoi^ heaut^;^an thivti 
of Le'eftora, it i& not balfio jnbchieyous. Ip^ere* 
ifl SL bjfava soldier^a dai^^ter in*tpwn, that by her 
eye has been the death of . mofe^ than ever her 
father macle "Ry; before: him.* A bemaiiful eye 
maW $il«nce eloqueat^ a kindi eye maJ^es^eon- 
tirajaictipir an. -absent, an enraged eye make^ b^aur 
ty. de&rm^a? This little ineucibei: gives li^t to 
every other pa^ afiout uisj and 1 believe. the ^ory 
of Argus imj^ies no more than that the eye isiu 
every part, that is to say, every other part will 
be mutuat|d,^vere not its force represented mor^ 
by the eye than even by itself, feut this is hea^ 
then Greek to ^hose who have not conversed by 
glances. This^ sir, is.a lahgtic^^in which there 
can be no deceit, nor <^n a skilful observer be 
iinpios^d- upon by looks even among p.oUticians 
ana -courtiers. It you do me the honour to print 
this among, your speculations, 1 shall in my next 
make yOu A presebt of secret history, by trans-? 
lating all .Hie looks of the iiext assembly of ladies 
and gentlemen into words, to adorn, some future 
paper. I am, $irj . ' 

<YQur feithfijl friend, 

,. 5MABY J^MBTFRBE.' 

^ D£ AH MR. SFS^TATOR, 

^l.hav^ a sot of a husband that lives a very 
scandalous life,, hud wastes away Ms. body and 
fortune it! d^aucheriesjand is Immoveable to all 
the arjguments I <ian urge to bin?.. 1 would gladly^ 
know whether, in some cases, a cudgel may not 
be allowed as a good figure ojf §peecn, and whe- 

* The pukeof Marl^orouiph's second i^u^hter. 
Q2 
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theV ii indy not; be lawfully^ used - by a female 
orator. ^ Your humble seryant, ^ < 

: : , V. ' • ^ ^ARSABA €BAbtrj:e.^ 

* MR. SPECTATOR, ' ': 

^Though"! am a practitioner in* , the law, of 
some stantiihg, and naVe heard ipany -eminefit 
pleader$ in my ttee, a^^ well as Qther eloquent 
speakers oT both univ6rsitiesj yj^tl ag^efi^with 
you, that women. are tfet|t6r qualified to succeed 
m oratory than the men, and believe-this is to be 
resolved into' natural 6auses, You bave men- 
tioned only the volubilit]^ of their4pngues; t)Ut 
what do you think of tbersilent flattery of their 
pretty faces, and the persuasion 'which even ah 
m«ipitt discpurse carries with it when .floVvrihg 
from beautiful lips, to whichi it would be criid 
to deny -any thing? It is Certain too, that: Ihfey are 
possessed of some springs of rhetoric, which men 
want, such as tears, fainting fits, an^ (he like, 
which 1 have>een. employed upon occasions with 
good success. You must Vnow 1 am -a plain man, 
and love my ;money ; yet I have a spouse who is 
so. great an orator i(k this w^ that < she draws 
from me what ^he pleases. !K very room in my 
house is furnished with trophies of he? eloquence : 
rich cabinets^ piles of china, Japan screens, and 
costly jars J ana if you were to come intotey m^at 
parlour, you woulcl fancy yourself Jn ah India 
warehouse : besides tljis she Keeps a Bquifrel,^ and 
1 am doubly taxed to pay for the diir^a he breaks. 
Sh^ is seized with periodical fiti? kbojit the time 
of the subscription to a new opera, and is drown- 
ed in tears after having seen ^ny woman. there 
in finer clothes than herself: these are arts of 
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persOasion purely feminine,* and : which a tender 
heart can not resist. What 1 -would therefore 
desire of you is^ to prevail with ybiir friend Who 
lias promised to dissect a female tot) gue/ that he 
would at the same time give us the anatomy of a 
female eye, aod explain the springs and sluices 
which feed it with: ^ch T^dy supplies of mois- 
ture; and likewise sht^w by what nicans, if pos- 
sible; they may be ^topped at a reasonable ex- 
pense; or, indeed, since there is .something so 
moving in the very image of weeping beauty, it 
would be worthy his a?:t to proVide, that those 
eloqueot drops may .jio mdrebe layjshed on tri- 
fles, or employed as servapts to their wayward 
wills; but reserved foi^ serious occasions in life, 
to adoro^ generpua pity, true penitence, or real 
sorrow. ^ ^ . ' " 1 am, &c.^* 

■"' 8.Teei!e. " ' " T. 



.•• ^ - — K^i^Se-CHi; — - 
No;253! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20. 

l^idignar quicqu&m r^ekendi, non quic^ crasse 
€ompo8itum^ tUeptcHeve puiettir, sed^idnuper . Hoa. 

I lose ijiy jiatience, aud I own it top. 

When works are ceiisur'd,. not as bad, btt i>ew.. Po?e. 

There is:nothing which more denote^ a great 
mind tjian the abhorrence of envy and detraction., 
Tbis passion reigns more amon^ bad poet$ than 
among any other set of men. ■ . *'• 

As there are none more ambitipui^ of fahie than 
thiDise who are ^pnversaint in poetry, it -is very 

• This Jetter by Huirhes.^^ 
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attuuttA for siH^h a& have not'siicette4^ in it ^4/^ 
preeiate the works of those who have. For 9tQCQ 
they caa lu^t.raise themselves to the repotMioi]^ , 
of tWiir fellow-writer% they must endeavour tQ 
^iil:*il^ to their own ^tcby if they woolcl ItiU 
Imp themsdves upon a level with then^. '-- 
. The greatei|b wits that 6ver weare produced m 
one age^ lived together i|$ so<go€4 an understai^}^ 
ing, and celpVrateKi odb aaothef wkh so^much 
geneVosity^ that each of them receives ^addir. 
tional lustre from his cotenspor^ie^^xitd ia iQFi04^ 
femoiis for having lived with tiAeii of so exts^aoiy 
dinary a: genius, uian if he liad ' hijbself been t&e^ 
sole wonder of the age. I need not teU' my 
reader^ that I here point at the rei^ oTA^gu^tus, 
and I.believe hfiwiji.te of my oBtnlpBy ^hat oe^ 
ther Virgil nor Horace woul^ have gained. s>. 
ereat a reputation in the world*, had. tjb^y hot 
Been the friends an^ admirers of 6ach other. In- 
deed all the grea); writers .of that ajge, for whom 
singly we have so grieatan esteein^ .stand- up tp- 

fet!her as youchersTor 0ne another's reputation-, 
lut at the same time that Yirgil was celebrat^ 
by Gallus^ Propertius,' Horace, Varius,.Tiicca„ 
and Ovid, we know that Bsivi.us. and Maeyius 
were his declared £q[es and calumniators. 

In our ovm ^tmntry a man se^donl sets up for 
a poet, without attacking the reputation of all his 
brothers in the art. The ignorancetrf the moderns, 
the scribblers of the age, the decay of poetry, a^f$. 
the topics: of detraction, with which -he makes 
his entrance ifita the world: but how much' more 
noble is the lanie that is built on candoin* and iur 
ienuity, accc^ding to those beautiful lines of" Sir 
J(^n fienham, in nis poem oa Fletcher's works: 
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^BUt whither ttn I stray'd? I need nOt nuae 
., « Trophies to t;hee from other men's dispraise : 
*Npr is thy feme oj\ le^er. ruins built, ' 
' « Nor needs th^^r juster title the foul guilt 
, * Of eastern kihg^ who, to secure their reign, ^ 

^ * Must have' theii? brothers, sons, and kindred sWi»* -^ 
■ I ■ '.'.■■■ - ^ ^ 

. i am «orry to fini that an author, who is very 
justly dpteemei among the best judge§j has ad- 
jiutted some strokos of this nature into a very 
fthe j)Oetn, i mean, The Art of Criticisni, which 
was published some months since, and is a mas- 
ter-piece, in its kind- The Observations follow 



B^^sArtofPoetrj 



without that methodical refl 



have b^en recjuisite ih a prose authof . *fhey are 
some jojfc them unxlpmmon, but such as the reader 
must asseht to when he sfees them explained with 
that elegance and perspicuity in which they are 
ddivered. As^ fpr ^hose which are the most 
knowh and the inost received, they are placed in 
so.beautiful a likht, and ilkistrated with such apt 
alhisions, that, tkey , haye in thein all the graces 
of i^ovel^, and make the reader, who was before 
acquainted with them, still more convinced of 
their trutlvand solidity^ And here give me leave 
to mention ^hat Monsieur Boileau.has so very 
Well enlarged upon in the preface to his works, 
that wit and fine writing dp not consist so much 
in advancing thmgs that are new, as in giving 
things that are, known an agreeable turn. . It is 
impossible for u&,> who live in the latter ages of 
the world, to inake<)bservati6ns in critici^iqci^ mor 
raUti^^qr in any art or s^cience?, whirii bay,e>not 
teen, touched upon by others. We have'Httle 
else left us, but to represent the common' sense 
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ofmsmkindinttappe 9troBfl% man beaatifti^ t>r 
more un6ofl)teon lights. If a resKier e^mmes^ 
Horace's Art of Poetry> he wilVfind iHit very few 
precejits iaiL w¥ch^ ne inay-not meet with in 
Arislitte, aad which were j^ioi comimmiykhown 
'^* ** *E£ aiTtne poets of the Augustan age. . His way 
(tfexpressing aoift applyb^l^em) oft lila inven- 
tion <)ft;hein, is what wer aqre^ chiefly to -adtoifek 
For this reasoa j tMak:.tWe is notboDg in thie 
world so tiresoficte aj^ the works crf'tbo^e aritie% 
wbo wiite in a: gesi^ive diE>gflaatie W2(y> ^thcml 
eitjier laE^oag^aeaiutSyo'r'tmacinaiiioiu ' If .tins 
reader woald see hpw the.bd^^the I^d^gtm^ 

descriwd in the ch^actiers of Horace P^rpmoss. 
QuintHiaa, an^ Longinus, as they are dirauvn in 
the essay of which I am ndw speaking; 

Since 1. ixare mentioned Iiwiginus, who in his 
reflections has given us the same kind of »nldiin% 
which he observes . in the several ^jassages thai 
occasicrned tbein^ I can not but tgike notice^ that 
our English author has^ after, the same manner^ 
cxempUfiied several t)f his precepls in the very 
precepts themselves. I iphall produce two or 
three instances of this kind. Speakingoi" the in-i 
sipid smoothness^ which some^readers ape so much 
in love with, heha^s the followiBg verses* . 

./ These equal 8yUdbk» alone require, ^ 
'though olV die ear the open voweb-^e^ " 
\yhile^&^i^ their feeble aid do joiiV . > - 
And ten Wwor^s oR creep in one auHfinp'* 

'^ fif^ gap***!?:' ^ *® vow^ fii the second Iftte, 

tb^expletive do ii^ the thfard, and the. ten mono-' 
^Uflfelcsin the Ibairth, giv^ such a beauty to this 
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passage^ as wouM ktve been vtufj nmch admired 
m an ancient poet. Th^irea^er may observe tiie • 
following lines in the same ykg^. 

* A needks8 Akxandrine ends the songf « ^ 

TfaatlU^ a wounded sniike, dhigs iu dow lMg:ttr fll6ngJ* 

Attd afterwai'dfl;, , : . ' ^ . 

< 'Tis ,BOt en6ug{L «o. hari^Mieas gives, uffence $ 

The sound must s6Qm An ^cAo to th6 «^ii^ 

/S^ is the strsin when 2ephyr gently blows^ 

And theHmooth sffedrn in amqomer fiiUmber* flows: 

But when, lo^d surges la^ the 80un6ijig shor^ 

T^ hoarse rou^h vertt shojild like the iorreni roar. 

When. Ajflz jrtnres some cock's raSt weight tior throw, - 

The line. too £2600^9 fuid the w:ords mSy^ sbwi 

Not so, when swift GamilU scours tiie plaifii . - 

FBes o'er th' unb'^ding corn, and skihis along the maim' 

The beautiful distich tipon Aja^K in the fote* 
;oing line? puts me in mind of a description in 
lom^s jOdyssey, which node of the critics have 
taken notice of. ' Jt is w;herp Sisyphus is repre- 
sented lifting hii.stone up the hill, which is no 
sooner carri^ to ti^ top of it^ but* it immediately 
tumbles' to tKe.bottom*^ This double motion of 
the stone is admirably ^scribed iti.the' n^jn^bers 
of these vterseff; as in the four fireit it is heaved lip 
by Several ispondees, int^mixed with . proper 
breathin^-plaf^s, and at last trundles down in z> 
cpntmuHi line of dactyls. 

Htm o/u»VjMg(^o^flV0c^fg9'iir'ri ^ofiv T^ , ' * 

Ajc^ vmi|C«AMnf, •rdr' ««^(ft4^M. Kmtiui^ 
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^I tum'd my e^e, and as I .turned gmray'd 
. A mournful vision! the^Sisyphikn. shade: .1 

With-many aVeary step, andtt^oi^. a groan, ' 
Up the Ugh hill he heaves a huge rovmd stone : 
The huge round stoii^. reisMtinn^ with'a bound, 
Thumlm iinpetuous ' do\^ and smokes along^ ^e ground. ' 
.;•,'. '■' \. ; - ' '• . . "• Pope..' 

' It would be' endless to quote verses -out of Vir- 
cil which have this, particular kriid of beautjj in 
tne numbers; biit 1 may take an occasion in a fu- 
ture paper to sho\s:. several of rthem which have 
escaped the observation of .9thers. 

1 can tiot cori<$lu.cle this paper without takfrtg 
notice^ th^t we have three poems^ in ou^ tbngue, 
which ^re of the same nature^ and eachof thern a 
master-piece" in its kiffd;^ the Essav an translated 
Verse, the Essay on the Art of Poetry, and the 
Essay iipdii Criticism. . , 

ADDISON..- . • . / , . C* 
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''■ . / ■'■■'■■ ■'•." ■- ;'•'■ '■ . .)v' •.' .. ."■ 

' On love of vii*tue reverence attends;. ' - ■\' 
^ ■ But 'sensual pleasure in our nlin ends. , ' •/ 

When J consider the false impression^ which 
ire received hy the .generality of the^ world, 1 am 
troubled at none more than a certain levity of 
thought, which^ many y6ung women of. quality 
have entertamed„ to the hazard of their cnarac- 
terg, and th^ cerfain misfortune of. their lives. 
/The first of the foHowing lettersmay best repre- 
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sent the finilts 1 would, now point »t; and the an- 
swer to it, the temper of mind in a contrary cha- 
racter. 

<^7 BEAK SARBJOTi 

<Kthou art she, but ohhowfalteil how chang- 
ed! what an apostate! howldstto iall that's gay 
and agreeable; To be mairied^'l findy-is to be 
buried aiive. -I cannot conceive it' more dismal 
to be shut up in a vttult to converse With the 
sha:des of my anc^rtors than to be carried down 
to an old manor-house in the country, and con- 
fined to .the conversation of' a sober husband and 
an awkward chambermaid. * For variety I sup- 
pose you may entertain yourdelT with madam iti 
ner grbgrani gown, the spouse of 3;tour parish 
viicar, wno hsts by this time, 1 am sure, well fur- 
nished ytnl with receipts for -makine salves and 
ppssetsf) distilling cdroial waters, making syrups 
and applying poultices. ' •" 

f Blest soCtude! I wish. thee joy, my dear, of 
thy iovedc retiremet|t, which indeed you would 
persuade me is very agreeable, ana difierent 
enough from what 1 have hfere described: but, 

ch'Sd, I anraffaid thy brains are a I" 

ed with romances and novels^ aft 
marriage to hear thee talk of love, 
country scene so softly^ is a little 
ohe-would think you lived the li 
deities, or tQved among the wal^k 
like tl^ first happy pajr. Bqt, p 
these whimsios, and come to< towl 
live and talk like other mortals. ] 
am extremely fnterested in your 
woiild willingly give you a little g 

V0L.T. R 
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your iirst appearance under the chara6teir of a 
married v^oman: 'tis a little inspleift in me, pet- 
haps, to advise a matropj but I' am so aTraid yoti 
will ms^ko Tso silly a figure as a fond wife, thtet 1 
can not help warning you not to appear in any 
public places with ^our husband, and never to 
Saupter about St. James's Park tosBther: if vou- 
presume to enter the rina at Hyde Park together, 
(No.- 88) yoti are ruined for ev^r; nbr must jroii 
take theleapt notice of one^arfother at theplayhouse 
or 6pera,unlerss you would be laughe3,2tt for arery 
loving -coupfey most happily paired in tlie yoke 
of wedlock. • . I would: recomrnend thf example 
of an acquainitaijice of ours'to yourimitatlop: she 
is t^e most negliffenK: and fashionable wi£^ in the 
world ; she is h^dly ever sfeen in the same place 
witl^ her husband, and if the)r happen i6 tiieet, 
you would tJi^ink them perfec^t stran]Eersi; she ncr . 
ver was heard tq name him iii his absence,, and 
takes care he shall never biB the duhiecl of any 
discourse tha"t she has a share in; I. hdpe you 
will pi^bpose this lady as a patten, though* J "am 
very much afraid yoiu will be so silly as to think 
Portia, ^c. Sahrine and Roman wives jnuch 
brighter examples I wish U may never come 
into your Ipiead to imitate th6Be antiquate<^ creaV 
tures so^fer, as to come into public ite the habit as 
well as air of a Roman matron. You make ak 
ready the ent^tainment at Mrs. Modish's tea- 
table; she says, she always thought yeu a discreet 
person, and qualified to manage a family with ad- 
mirable prudence; she dies to see, what demure 
and serious aiirs wedlock has given you; but she 
Mys, she shall ney^ forgive your choifsepf so 
gallant a mart as Bellamoor, to transform him to 
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a meresober husband^itswas un(>ardonable. You 
soe, my dear, we^ all envy yout happiness, and 
no petsou more than your humble servant, 

'Be not in pain^ good madam, for my appear- 
ance in town; 1 shall frequent no pubhc places, 
,or maHe any yjsits where' the character of a mod- 
est wtfe is ridiculous. Ai^ for j^our wild raillery 
on.n>&trimony, it is all hypocrisy ;you,and ail the 
handsome yoUng women of your acauaintance, 
show yourselves to lio other burpose tiianlo gain 
a conquest c^yersoine man of worth, in order to 
bestow your charms and fortunes on him. There 
is no indtcen^y in^the confession j the design is 
modest and honourable, and all your afiectation 
cjtn not d^isguise it. * >' 

< I arir married, and have no other concern but 
to pleas^ the jnan 1 l0v6; he is Ate end of every 
Care I have; if 1 dress, it. is for him ; if I r^ad a 
poemM)f a play, it is it) quaUfy ittyself for- a con- 
versation agreeable to his ta§t6: he i» alrtlost^lhe 
end of my^devtition^; half my pibayers are. fof^ his 
happinesfr-^I loveto talk of .him, and uever hear 
.him named'but wi^ pleasure and jfemotion. I am 
yoiir^fri^nd, and "\^igh you happiness: ^ but am 
.sorry to §ee, by thetiir of ypur letter, that there 
ai^e a, sfet of women who .arejotrbto' the com- 
monrplaC^ raillery, of every thing thait^s sober, 
detfeht^ and proper: matrimony and the clergy 
are the topics pi people of little wit and no un- 
dei^tanding. I 6wri to yau, 1 have learned of 
the vicar's wife all yoii tax me with: she is a dis* 
creet, ingfenuous, pleasant, pious woman; I wisli 
she had the haildhng of you and lyTlrs. Modish^ 
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you would £|id, if vou were too fn^ witk bet, 
she would- 3Qon m&B you as farming as ev«r 
you were; she would make tou hi'osb as mtieb 
as if you never had been fine ladies. -The vicar, 
madam, is so kind as to visit my husband, and 
his agreeable: coaversatido h0, ^ouglit hm to 
enjoy many sober happy hours when even I am 
shut outi and my 4ear master is edte.rtained only 
with hi? own thoughts. These tilings, dear ma- 
dam, will be la^ng satisfaetion^ whe»i the fime 
ladies, and^he cpxccfmbs .b^ whom the^ form 
themselves,are irreparably ridiculous, ridieulpos 
in old. age. I am,.hiad^m, your mofitimmble 
servant, f ua&¥ uojim.^ ^ 

^ DEAK MR* SPECtATOB, 

^You have no goodne^ in the world> and are 
npt'in earnest in ahv thing yoji i^y tiiat is serious, 
if you do not sena me^ plain answer to this: I 
1ia4)pened soin6 days past to be. i^ttte play* 
where, during the time of performance^ I ceulct 
not keep my eyes ofi" from a oeautifulyoungxsrea- 
ture who'sat juSat beibre me, and who, 1 have befen 
since itfformed, has no fortune* It would utterly 
ruin my reputation for discretion to marry such 
a one, and oy what 1 can learn she has a charac— 
ter of great modesty, so tnaV there is.nothing to 
be thought on any other way. , My mind has ever 
since been so wholly bent on hei^, that I am much 
in danger df d6in« something very extravagant 
without your speedy iadyice to,.. sir, • . v . 

^ Your most humble servant V 

1 am sorry I can' not answer this imis^ient 
gentieman, but by another question. ^ - 
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^ oi AR COI^RESgONDENT, ' 

'Would you marry to pleaae other people or 
yourielf?' ^ . . 

, STEELE. . ^ - " ' ■ 1 •■ '^ . * ' • * ' .T. 
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LatK^ amore tumesp sunt ceiia piacula, gua'te ^ 
Thrpur^ iccto poterunt recreate abelh. Hoi. - 

Know, tiiere, are rhymes, whfch (fresh and fi-esh apply^d) 
Willcure the -artant'st puppy of his -pricie. Pope. 

Tki soul, considered abstractedly from its pas^ 
siotis, is of ti remiss and sedentary nature, dow 
in its resolves, and languishing iri:it« executions. 
The dse therefore^ of the passions is to stir it up) 
and to put it upon action, to awaken ihe uhder^ 
standing, to enforce the will, and t6 make the 
whole man more vigorous itnd attentive in the 
prosecution of his designs^ As this is. the end 
of the passions in general, so it is particularly of 
ambition^ which pushes the soiil to such actions 
as ace apt to procure hpnpur and reputation to 
the actor. But if we carry our reflections high- 
er, we may discover farther, ends of Providence 
ij|;i implanting this passion in mankind. 

It was necessary for the worJd, that arts should 
be^m vented and improved, books written and 
Iransmitted to posterity, nations conc^iered and 
civilized. Now, siiice the proper arid genuine 
motives to these iind the like great actions would 
only influence virtuous minds, th^^ would be but 
small improvements in the world, were there not 
»2 
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some common principle of aetibil working equal* 
Ij with all naeo. — ^And such a i>rinciple is ambi- 
tion, or a desire of fame, by which great endow- 
ments are not suffereji to lie idle and useless to the 
public, and many vicious nie!i,over-:rea6hedasit 
were, and engaeed, contrarv to their naturd in- 
clinatipji,, in a glorious and luidable cQurde of ac- 
tion,: For we iriay farther observe, that men 
of thp greatest abilities are most fired with am- 
bition; and thkt^ on the contrarW mean andnar^ 
row minds are the least acluated by it; whether 
it be that a man's ^nse of his owq incapacities 
makes him despair of coming at fame^ or thafjie 
has not enough range pf thought to' look out foi' 
any good w)iich ^ofes not more jmmediatejv re- 
late to his interest or_c6nvenience, orthat ftbvi- 
dence, in the Very frame of his soul, would not 
subject him to such a padslon as would be useless 
to the world, and a torment t5 himself. / 

Were npt this desire of fame very ^trohg,' the 
difficulty of obtaining it, and the danger of losing 
it when obtained, wpuld be sufficient to det6r a 
man from, so vain a pursuit. 

How few arjB thi^rewho are fuinidied with abi* 
lities sufficient to recdmniiend their actidristb the 
admiration of the world, and to distinguish theoi- 
selves from' the rest <^niankind! Providence for 
th^ most pfirt sets* u0 u];>on a level, and observes a 
kind of proportion in its dispensations towards 
us. If it renders :us perfect m one accomplish- 
ment, < it genera}l\r leaves us defective in another, 
and s^ms eareful rather of j)res9rviog every per- 
son from being >nean and deficient in his qualifi- 
cations, than of making any single one eminent 
or extraordinary. 
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And among ihose who are the J3[U)rt richly en- 
dowed by nature, and accomplished by their, own 
industry, how few are there whose yirtu€58 are not 
cjbscured by the ignorance pwijudice^ or envy of 
fheir beholders^ ^me xn&i can not discern be- 
tween a noble and a mean action ^fothers are apt 
to attribute tbc^m to some fals^ end or ii^t^ntion; 
and others, purposely misrepresent, or put a 
wrong interpretation on them. 
. But, the more to enforce this consideration, we 
iottay ebi^rve, that those are generally mbst un- 
successful in tbeir pursuit after feme. Who are 
most desirous of obtaining it. It is Sallust^s re- 
mark upon Cato, that theTess he coveted glory, 
the more he acmiired it 

. Men talce an ni-naturedj>leasure in crossing our 
incKiiatioos, and ^disappomttngus in what our 
•hearts -are mos^.set upon. When therefore they 
h^ve discovered the passionate ^desire of fame in 
the.amlbitious man (as no temper ^fjudind is more 
apj to show itself,) they.becom^ sparing land re- 
served in their cpj^amendations, they envy' him 
ihe^ satisfaction of an applause, and look oil their 
praises father as a kindness- done to his person, 
tb^nas a tribute paid to his merit Others, who 
.are free from his natural per verS^ess of temper, 
grcHywary in their praises of one who s^ too 
great a vaki6 oa them, lest they ^uld raise him 
S)o high in his own ii^^g^i^^^^<^9 ^°d by consor 
duence remove him tp^a greater distance from 
themselves* ' "'■ 

But farther, this desire of fatne nsimdlf be* 
tXBys the amtutious n^n into si^h iqde^enc^e^ 99 
are a lecfsening to his .rej)utotion. . tie is ItiU 
afraid lest any of his actions should be thrown 
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away in private^ ^est his deserts should he con- 
cealed from the . notice of the worlds or receive 
any dis^idvantage from the reports wbich others 
make of them^ Thti often^ sets him on- empty 
boasts and, ostentations of himself, and betrays 
him into vain fantastic recitals of his own i5er- 
formances, bis discqurse generally lieans^one way, 
and whatever is the subject of it, tends obliquely 
either to the detracting from others, or to the ex- 
tolling of hiinself. Vanity is the i^atural weak- 
ness of an ambitious man, which exposes him" to 
the secret scorn artd derision of tnose he con- 
verse^ with, and ruins the character hp is so 
industrious to advance by it 'For though hfs 
actions are hever.-so glorious, they lo^e their lus- 
tre when^th^y are drawn at !ai*ge, and set to show 
by his own hand;^,and asthe world is njorfe apt to 
find fault than to command,, the bbastwiiy proba- 
bly be censored, whe*h the great action that jocc^- 
sibned it is forgotten. * . . ' . 

Besides, this very desire of fame is looked on 
as a meanness and iipperfectibn in the greatest 
character A solid and substantial, greatness of 
soul looks down %ith a generous neglect on the 
censures an^ applauses of the multitude^ and 
places a man beyond the little noise and strife of • 
tongues. Accordingly,' we find in ourselves a se^ 
cret awe and veneriation for the character bf One 
who moves above us in a regular and illustriou$ 
course of yirtue, without any regard to our good 
or ill opinions cHf him; to ousr reproaches or com- 
mendations: as, oh the contrary,, it is usual for iis^^ 
when we would take offfroi^ the fame and repu- 
tation pf an action; to ascribe itio Vain glory, and 
a desire of fame in the actor. Nor is this com^ 
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woniudgBaetii and opiDion of n&aiikind iU found- 
ed: ror cerUiinly it denotes nio great braVery of 
ipaind to.be worked up to aftv noUe action by^«o 
Elfish a motite, and to do tfaatomt .of a desire' of 
faia^ whidi we could not be^ prompted to b^a 
d^nterested love to -mankind, or by, a j^eaerous 
passion for tlvB^r^ of >iiritli^ti{iaae. us. 

Tluis is {sme a thing difficult to be obtained l]|y 
all^ but partioulariy by tho^ewbo thirst after.it; 
sitij^e ladost m^i hay e so much either of ill-ns^ure, 
w crif wariness, as not to gr^ify ok soothe the 
Vanity of the ainbitious man, and since thitf Tery 
^irst after fame naturally betrays him into ;such 
indecencies as are lesseilli;!^ to his: reputation, 
and i« itself looked upm as a weakness in the 
greatest characters. * 

In tiie n«xt|>tice, Ratine is eausily lost, and as dif- 
ficult to be preserved as it was at fir^ to be ac- 
quired. But IJiis 1 draU make the subject of a . 
following paper. > • 

Apnisozr. - *- ^ ., C.- 



No.?56; MONDAY, DECEMBER 24. 

Desire of fame by yarioua vays is cpos&'d; 
. " ■' Hard td be gain'd^ alKl easy'ta be lust, 

Thsi^ are many pa^ions and tempers of mind 
which naturally dispose us to depress- and vilify 
the merit of one rising in the esteem of maokindt. 
All those whp made theu' entrance into the world 
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witli the same adyantdgesi and were oixce looked 
on a^ his ecmal^, are apt to think the fame of Ws 
merits ^ar^n^ction on iheir own indesferts; and 
willtherefQre take care to reproach him with the 
scandal of some pa$t action, or derogate fr<)m ti^ 
worth /.of the preseftt^j that they may stiH-.keep 
him on the samje^ level /with themselves. Thfe 
like kind of consideration ofit^ea stirs up the envy 
of such as were once liis superiors, who think it 
a detraction from their iperitto see another get 
ground Upon them and overtake- them in the pur- 
suits of glory; and will therefore endeavour te 
sink his reputatipn.that the3f may the better pre- 
iserve their own. Those who, were pficje his 
equals, envy- and defame him, because they how 
see him th^ir superior j and thodc who were pnee 
his superiors, because they look upon him as 
their equal. 

. But farther, a man tvho^j^ extraoi^inary repu- 
tatipn thus lifts him up to the notice apd QDse|'V5fc- 
tion of mankind, .draws a. multitude of eyes upon 
him that will narrowly inspect every part of 
him, consider him nicely in all views, and not be 
a little pleased when they have taken him in the 
wori^ and most disadvantageouis ligHt. There 
are many who find a pleasure in. contradicting the 
common reports pf faipe, and in spre^ading abroad 
the weaknesses of an exalted character. They 
publish their ill-natured discoveries with a secret 
pridej and applaud themselves for the singularity 
of their jaqghient, which has searched deeper 
thai! others, detected what the rest of ^he \Yorld 
had. overlooked, and found a flaw in, what the 
jgeneBality of mankitid admires. Others thereare, 
who proclaim the errors and inJ&rp^ities of a great 
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man with an inward satisfaetioa and complacen- 
cy^ if Ihey discover none of the like errors and 
infirmities in themselves: for while they are ex- 
posing another's weajuiesses, tljey are tacitly 
aiming at their oWn commendations^ who are not 
. subject to the like iilfirmi^c^, and are apt to be 
transported with a secret Jdndoof vanity to see 
themselves superior in some respects to one of a 
sublime and celebrated reputation. Nay, it very 
often happens, that none jare more industrious in 
publi^iii^ the bleulishes of an extraordinary re- 
putation, than such. as lie open tp the same cen-. 
sures in their own characters, a^ either hopine to 
excuse their own defects by the authority of so 
high an example, vOV raising an. imaginary ap- 
plause to themselves for resembling a person of 
an exalted reputation, though > in the blameable 
parts of his -character. If ill these secret springs 
of detrac^tion ftil, yet yerj^often a^ain ostenta- 
tion of wit ^ets a man on attacking an established 
nanp^; and sacrificing it to th^ miilh and laughter 
of "those about him. A satire ct a libel on one 
of the comnion stamp, never meets with* that re-, 
ception and apiprobatioi;i among its readers as 
what is* aimed at a person whose mejit places him 
upon ah eminence, ai^d ^ives him a mQre con- 
spicuous figure among men. Whether it be, that 
we. think it Shows greater art to expose and turn- 
to ridicule a man whose character seems ^o im- 
proper a subject for it, or that we are pleased by 
som^ implicit kind of revenge, to see nim tauten 
down and humbled in his reputation^ and in.some 
measure reduced to our own rank, who had so 
far raised himself above us in tjhe reports and 
opinions of mankind. 
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lliuff ym 8^ how mai^ikFk and ititiieate mo* 
tives there a^e to detraction and defsonatiob^^d 
how tnaiiy maUoious spies are searching into the 
aetion»oi a mcit man^ who is not always the 
best prepared for so narrow an^inspecticm. Fot 
wetnay generally observe^ tiiatoiir admirationr of 
a famous man lessens upon our nearer acgus^nt^ 
ance with him; and that we seldom hear the 
deseription of a cielehrated person^ without a cata- 
logue*of some notcnidus weaknesses and infirmi*- 
tiea The reason xnay .be^. because any Uttie ^p 
is more conspicuous and observaUe an his con** 
duct than in another's, as it is not of a jAbte 
with the rest of his character: or because it 19 
impoisiblie for. a man at the^same time to be atten- 
tive to the-mcM^ important. part of his Hfe; and to* 
keep a ws^cbfui eye oyer all 4he inconi^erable 
drcumstances of his behaviour and conversation; 
or because^as wehave before observed, the^s^me. 
temper of mind which inclines uis to a desire of 
fame, naturally betrays us into such slips and 
unwarinesses as are not incident to menot a com 
traiy disposition. . * ^^ 

After all, it jnust be confessed, that a noble and 
triumphant merit often breaks throu|^ and dis* 
sipates these little spots and, sullies in its rq)uta* 
tion; but if by a mistakei^ pursuit, afb^ fame, or 
thrpugh humisin infirmity, any false step be niade 
in the more momentous concerns, 01 life, the 
whole seh^n^' of ambitious designs is broken and. 
disappointed. The smaller stains and blemishes 
may die away and< disappear amidst the bri^t- 
ness that surrounds theih; but a blot of a deeper 
nature easts a.^ade on all the other beauties, 
and darkens the wholecharaoter. - How difficult 
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therefor is liiomemv^ ^ ^reat name, mben be 
that has acqiHrtsd it is so abooxiGus to such little 
weaknesses aiKl iAfirmitiea^ as are no «intall di- 
minution to it when discovered, «^cialiy when 
they are so industrioiusly proclaimed and aggra^ 
vated by-such as were once his superiors of equals, 
by sucb.a$ would set to show their jud^^ment or 
their wit, and by such a^ are g^ilt]^ or innocent 
of the ^uune ejips or misconducts in their own 
behaviour? /. 

But were there none of these dipositions^ in 
others to censure a famous man, hcH* apy such 
miscarriages 4n himself, yet would he meet with 
no small trouble in keepmg up his reputation in 
all its height and $pleiiaour. Th^^ must be al- 
ways a noble, train of actions to jjreserve his fame 
in me and motion^ for when jit laonce at a stand, 
It naturally flags iand languishes. Admiratibnis- 
a very short-liyed passion, that immediately de- 
cays upon growing familiar with its object, unless 
it bfe still fed wiui fresh discoveries, and kept 
alive by a new perpetual succession of miracles 
rising up. t^ its view. And even the greatest 
actions of a celebrated person labour unoer this 
disadvantage, thut, however surprising and exr 
traordinary tiieymay be, they are no ipore thai) 
what are expected. from him; but on the contra- 
ry, if tbey fall apy thing below the o))inion that 
is conceived of him, thoueh they might raise 
the reputation of another, they are a diminution^ 
to his. • 

One would, think there diould be sbmeUuhg 
wonderfuUv pleasihg in the possession of fame, 
that notwithst^ding, all these mortifying consid- 
erations, can engaige a man in so desperaiei a pmr- 

VOL V. s 
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suit; and yet, if we consider the little hs^pinelss 
that attends a great character, and the multitude 
of disquietudes to which the desire of it subjects 
an ambitious mind, pne wpuld be still the more 
surprised to seie so many restless candidates for 
glory. ■ ■ ~- ' 

Ambition rai^s a secret tutnuH in the soul, it 
inflames the mind^ and puts if into a violent hora- 
ry of thought: it is still reaching after an empty 
imaginary good, that has not in it the power to 
abate, or satisfy it. Most etherthings we'Jong for 
can aljay the cravings of their proper sense, and 
for a while §et the appetite at rest: but fame is a 

food so wholly foreign to oqr natures, that we 
ave no faculty in the soul adapted to jty nor any 
orgsin in the body to relish it; an object of clesire 
placed out of the possibility of-fruition. It may 
mdeediill the mind fora while with a giddy kind 
of pleasure; but it is siich a pleasure as m^kes a 
man restless and uneasv under it^ and which does 
not so much satisfy the present thirst, as it ex- 
cites fresh desires, and sets the soul on new en- 
terprises. For how few ambitious men are there 
who have got as much fame as they, desired, and 
whose thirst after it has not been as eager in the 
very, height of their reputation, as it was before 
they became knowh and eminent- among men? 
There is not any circumstance in Caesar's charac- 
ter which gives me a greater idea of him, than a 
saying which Cicero tells us he frequently made 
use oriri private conversation, ' That he was- sat- 
isfied wit n his- share of life and fame.* Se satis 
vel ad naturam, vel a^ gloriain vixisse. Many 
indeed have given over tneirj)ursu its ^fter fame; 
but that has proceeded either from the disappoint- 
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ments they have met m it, or from their experi- 
ence of the little pleasure which attends it, or 
from the better informations or ilatural coldness 
of old age; but seldon^ from a full satisfaction and 
acquiescence m their present enjoyments <)f it 

Nor is fame only unsatisfying in itself, but the 
desire of it lavs us open to many accidental trou- 
bles, which those are free from who have no such 
a tender, regard for it. How often is the ambi- 
tious man cast down and disappointed, if he re- 
ceives no praise where he expected it? Nay J how 
, often is he liiortified with the very pi^aises he re- 
ceives, if they do not rise so high as he thinks 
ihev ought; which they seldom do, unless increas- 
ed by flattery, since few men have so good an 
opinion of us as we^haye of ourselves? But if the 
ambitious man can be so much crieved even with 
praise itself, how will he be ab\e to bear up un- 
der scandal and defamation? For the same temper 
of -mii>d which makes him desire fame, mates 
him hate reproach. If he can be transported with 
tlie extraordinarv praises of men,^ he will be as 
much dejected by^ their censures. How little 
therefore is the happiriess of an ambitious man, 
who gives every one a dominion over it, who thus 
subjects himself to the giod or ill speeches of 
others, and puts it in the po\ver of every mali- 
cious tongue to throw him into a fit of melan- 
choly, antl destroy his natural rest and repose of 
mind? Especially when w,e consider that the world , 
is more apt to censure than applaiid, and himself 
fuller of imperfections than virtues. 

We may further observe, that such a man^ will 
be mpr^ grieved for the loss of fame, than he 
could have been pleased with the enjoyment of 
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it For, though the presence of this imaginary 
good can not mak^ us happy, the absence of it 
may make us miserable: because in the enjoy* 
ment of an object we 6nly &ndl thart share of plea- 
sure which it is capable of giving us; bat in the 
loss of it we do not proportion otir grief to the 
real value it bearSj but ta the value out fxt^ies 
a ad imaginations set upon it* 

So inconsiderable is^the satisfaction that fam« 
brines along with it, and so great tb6 disquietudes 
to which it makes us liable. The demre of it stirs 
up very uneasy motions in the mind, smd is ra- 
ther inflamed than satisfied by the presence of the 
thing desired. The enjoyment oi it brings but 
very little pleasure, though the loss or want of if 
be very sensible and afflicting;^ and even this lit- 
tle happiness is so very precarious, that it whoX- 
ly depends upon the will of others. ^ We are not 
only tortured by the reproaches which are oflfer- 
ed us, but are disappointed by the silence of fflnen 
when it is unexpected and humbled even by their 
praises. 

ADDISOK. C. 
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' Ov^ w^ii Aiog 

, O^xj^oi iFyusS*lsri juu uraegw wmh IsoxaT. IX S'TOB. 

seals the eye of Providence, 
ir'ry action we commence. 

might not lose myself upon a subject 
extent as that of fame,! havetreatedl 
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itUi k p^}f6c6ibt^0r^ method* I havt^iirft 
i^^Yy eofisiktered'^^ if*6uipns why' Pravioenetf, 
n^aly 4iav6; ii»pfetited>*ln buir^^'^i^^ -s^ch a jprin- 
di^fe'of actKHH (iS'di, ^^55.') ^ have^ m iKe/pejct 
^Ifi^i&e, ishoi^'lriffeem iiiito first, 

^t fameVa^Aiflf ilifficuk to be o1}^^ arid 
easily Ipst^^ofidiy/ tlu^ it faTiiigsp:^e amtfttious 
irian yeiy llSeAli|aB{)itie#^f ^ but ^«ub|€€ts him to 
much iiEfeash^^ aisd disasitiafactioh. (No. 26^S, ) 
* ' " "' ^' " * ' ' -ow; tfiat it hhid^T^us 

i^ wte hav6 ' ^5tie» 
<soqm|mpied'Wi^' fvl- 
iiii Tioft tell my l^der," 
It ha]K>Tiieaa which is 
jvorj^i-' vrhifeh eyery 
: a«d wliichyillbriTrjg 

me ir^'bijiiy^ -ua (a 
aid^ FsKal} lea\;?e^the 
;^ee ftllk^vr^g^'etHiat- 

Fi^C^Be<9)i^:tb^ kcohg d^aifeof^^jtliebt'e^crfih 
8everd<Tjck>iar4iabk&ia,t&e miB^^^ . •-[ ■. 
SecohiivilB^'asematiyof 
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For ivKiTch reason 1 shall wtcatejieupTOl^^ 
rlbpt proceed to a point of Ihe ^atee nal^e, whidh 
ma^ bpei^ to us a more unic6ti^i<it>li^elddf spe^^ 

f 



• « 
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OTosp^Tity ^trjl Kkpp of anotber?^ Tbese.ain^ 
the life^ vTrfdes' are the hidden bfeautiesvof a soul, 
^he secret graces which can not hedkrcbyered by 
a mortatl' ^jre, butvinaj^^^ soul tetelyand pre- 
mous ill Jhis sij^h^ft^ni wiidnfl no'secsrets are cbn* 
cealied. Aggin> ther^ ^re many virtues which 
w^nt an (ypportumtjr of exerting and s^v^ing 
theinlselves ^m actiiii^; Evefy virtue /eijpir^s 
timeend phwje, a'p^Qper^objciit'and a fit6onju;tac- 
lureof circumstanc^ for th^ due exercise of-lt. 
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oii^.^bid)^.9Mke him ape , _ _, ^-. . 
another. . He tiierefore-wko loofe u^j^kifti^ $$ii 
thl*QU^ ita^nitward actions^ oft«i^-$|^ % tbiOOK^, 
a 4eceitf»IjaQ^diu0)f w 
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a jttst estimate oi us, since there are many perfec- 
tions of a man which are not capable of appearing 
in actions; many which, allowmg no natural in- 
capacity of showing themselves, want an oppor- 
tunity of doing it; 
an opportimitv of j 
actions Mnay be n 
wrong principles; 
vered the principl 
ed, they could nei 
and perfection of i 

Andy as the Stro 
judge of oor perfe 
warder of them, 
corned home 
itself to OUT a 
aspiring, or 
were be to f( 
heivouldrec 
led^ascan 
fection in hii 
portion a re\ 

Let the ai 
desire of fam 
to himself a i 
consider, tha 
best advanta] 
preme Govei 

of mankind, who sees every decree of perfection 
in others, and possesses all possible perfection in 
himself, shall proclaiin his worth betore men and 
angels, and pronounce to him, in the presence of 
the whole creation, that best and most significant 
of applauses, ' Well done, tiwu good ana faithful 
servant, enter thou into thy Master's joy.' 

ADDISON. C. 
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No. 258. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2^. 

Dmdjt et impera. 
Divide and rule. 

Pleasure and recreation of one kind or other 
are absolutely necessary to relieve our minds and 
bodies from too constant attention and labour. 
Where therefore public dirersions are tolerated, 
it behoves persons of xlistinction with their pow- 
er and example, to preside over them in such a 
' ;k any thing that tends to the 
nners, or which is too mean or 
tertainment of reasonable crea- 
diversions of this kind in this 
lem to the arts of poetry and 
i private opinion, with relation 
iSj I hava heretofore given with 
maginable;what concerns those 
arts at present ine reader shall have ^ from my 
correspondents. The first of the letters with 
which! acquit myself for this day, is written by 
one who proposes to improve our entertainments 
of dramatic poetry; and the other eomes from 
three persons, who, as soon as naiped, will be 
thought capable of advancing the present state of 
music. 

*MR. SPECTATOR, ^ 

n am considerably obliged to you for your 
speedy publication of my last in yours t)f the 18th 
instant, and am in no small hopes of being settled 
in the post of Comptroller of the Oies. Of all 
the objections I hav^ hearkened after in public 
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coffee-houses, there is but one that seems to carry 
any weight with it, viz. That such a post would 
come too near the nature of a monopoly. Now, 
sir, because I would have all sorts of people made 
easy, and being willing to have more strmgs than 
one to my bow; in case that of comptroller should 
fail me, 1 have since formed another project, 
which being grounded on the dividing ot a pre- 
sent monopoly, 1 hope will give the public an 
equivalent to their full content You know, sir, 
it is allowed that the business of the stage, is, as 
the Latin has iiyjucunda et idonea dicere viigf. 
Now, there being but one dramatic theatre li-^ 
censed for the delight and profit of this extensive 
metropolis, 1 do humbly proj 
nience of such of its inhabitar 
from Coveht Garden, that a 
Ease mav be erected in some 
city; and that the direction tl: 
a franchise in fee tO me, and 
And that the town maj^ have 
ever coming into an union w 
now in being, I do further propose to constitute 
for my deputy my near kinsman ^d adventurer^ 
Kitt Crotchet,* whose long experience and im- 
provement in ^hose affairs need no jecommenda- 
tion. It was obvious to every spectator what a 
quite different foot the stage was upon during his 
government; and had he not been bolted out of 
his trap-doors, his garrison might have held out 
for ever; he having by long pains and persever- 
ance arrived at the art of ^ maJking his army fight 

* This was one Christopher Rich, m<^ntioned in Tatle;*, 
No. 99. ■ 
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wittoot pay or previ^iaQs. I must confess it, 
with a nwlancbolf amazefoent, I see so wonder- 
ful a geohis hid aaide^ and the late slaves of tbe 
stage ttow beoonie its masters; 4unees that wiU 
he sure to siippress all th^trical .entertauuneats 
and activities, that they are not able- themselves 
to shine in! 

^ Ever^ man that goes to a plaj is not obliged 
to have either wit or understandmg; auadrl insist 
upon Hy that all who go there shomd see soone* 
tiling which n^av improve them In a way of which 
ib^y dre enable. In eWt, sir, 1 would have 
something aone as well as said on the sta^e. A 
inan^ntay have an active body, though he nas not 
a quick^cQnceJ3tM)n: for the imitation therefore of 
snch as are, as 1 may so speak, corporeal wits, or 
nunUe fellows, I wQuld faki ask any of the pre- 
sent mismanagers, why shpuld not rope^danccj^s, 
vaulters, tumblers, ladder-walkers, and posture- 
ihasters, ap^pear again on our stager After such a 
representation^ a nve-bar gate would be leaped 
with a better grace next time any. of the audience 
went f^ hunting. Sir, these things cry aloud for 
reformation, and fall properly under the.provincc 
of Spectatorfgeneral. !But how indeed should it 
be otherwise, while fellows (that for twenty years 
together were never paid but -as their master was 
in the hunrtour) now presume to j>ay others more 
tiian ever they had in their livesj and in contempt 
of the practice of persons of condition, have the 
insolence to owe. no tradesman a farthii^g at ^he 
end of the week. Sir^ ajl 1 propose is the piiMic 
good: fpr no one can imagine I shall ever ^et a 
private shiUiii^; by it; therefore I Jippe jou wiH 
recommend this matter in one of yodr this week^ 
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papers, and desire when my bouse opens you will 
accept the liberty of it for the trouble you hare 
received from, sir^ 

* Your humble servant, 

^ RALPH CKOTCHET.' 

< P. S. 1 have assurances that the trunk-maker 
(See No. 235) will declare for us.' 

*MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ We, whose names are subscribed, think you 
the properest person to signify what wp have to 
offer the town in behalf of ourselves, and the art 
which we profess, music. We tjonceive hopes of 
your favour from the speculations on the mistake 
which the town run into with riegard to their plea- 
sures of this kind; and believing your method of 
judging is, that you consider music only valuable 
as it is agreeable to, and heightens the purpose of 
poetryi wcf consent that this is not only the true 
way CH relishing that pleasure, but also that with- 
out it a composure of music is the same thing as 
a poem, where alLthe rules of poetical numbers 
are observed, though the words nave no sense or 
ineaning; to say it shorter, mere musical sounds 
in our art are no other than nonsense verses are in 
poetry; Music therefore is to a^n^vate what is 
intended by poetay ; it must alway shave somepas- 
sionorsentimentto express, or else.violins, voices^ 
or any other organsot sound, afford an entertain- 
ment very little above the rattles of children. It 
was from this opinion of the jnatter, that when 
Mr. Clayton had finished his studies in Italy, and 
brojught over the opera of Arsinog, that Mr. 
Haym and Mr. Dieiipart, who had the honour to 

VOL. V. T 
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received among the nobility 
zealously inclined to assist by 
in introducing so elegant an 
le Italian music grafted upon 
i'or this end Mr. Dieuport and 
ing to their several opportu- 
5 introduction of Arsino^^ and 
idvantage so great a noveltjr 
would allow. It is not proper to trouble you with 
particulars of the just complaints we all of us have 
to make; but so it is, that, without regard to our 
obliging pains, we are all equally set aside in the 
present opera. Our application therefore to you 
IS only to insert this letter in your paper, that the 
to^n may know we have all three joined together 
to make entertainments of music for the future at 
Mr. Clayton's house in York-Buildings. Whiat 
we promise ourselves is, to make a subscription 
of two guineas for eight times; and that the en- 
tertainment, with the names of the authors of the 
poetry, may be printed, to be sold in the house, 
with an account of the several authors of the vo- 
cal as well as the instrumental- music for each 
to be paid at tha'receipt of the 
rles Liltie's; It will, we hope, 
^ed that we are capable of un- 
it, by our joint forte aAd dif- 
s,aU that can be done in music; 
1 think so dry a thing as an ac- 
isal should be a matter unwor- 
ivhich generally contains some- 
>, give us leave to say, that fe- 
vounng our design is no less than reviving an art, 
which runs to rum by the utmost barbarism under 
an affectation of knowledge. We aim at estabJish- 
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No. 259. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

Quod decet hontttum eit, e$ gjuod hanettum €it deeef, Tvll, 

What is becomingf is honourable^ and what is honourable 
is becoming^. 

Thers are som6 things which can not come 
under certain rules, but which one would thinJk 
could not need them. Of this kind are outwaurd 
civilities and salutations. These one would ima- 
gine niight be regulated by every man's common 
sense, without the help of an instructor; but that 
which we call common sense suffers under that 
word; for it sometimes implies no more than that 
faculty which is common to all men; but dome- 
times signifies right reason, and what all men 
should consent to. In this latter acceptation of 
the phrase, it is ho great wonder people err so 
much against it, since it is not every one who is 
possessed of it, and there are fewer who, against 
common rjales and fashions, dare obey its dictates. 
As to salutations, which 1 was about to talk of, 
1 observe, as L stroll about town, there are great 
enormities committed with re^a*d to this parti- 
cular. You shall sometimes see a man bej^n the 
offer of a salutation, and observe a forbidding air, 
or escaping eye, in the person he is going to sa- 
lute, and stop short in the pole of his neck. This, 
in the person who believed he could clo it with a 
good grace, and was refused the opportunity, is 
justly resented with a coldness the whole ensu- 
ing season. Your great beauties, people in much 
favour, or- by any meana or for any purpose over- 
flattered, are apt to practise this, which one may 
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call the preventing aspect^ and throw their at- 
^ay, lest they should confer a 
ipon a person who might not 
that dignity. Others you shall 
s, and so very courteous, as 
ing their favours of this kind. 
^ 3e a man who is in the fifth or 
sixth degree of favour with a minister: this good 
creature is resolved to show the world, that great 
honours can not at all change his manners; he is 
the same civil person he ever was: he will ven* 
ture his neck to bow out of a coach infujl speed, 
at once to show he is full of business, and yet is 
not so taken up as to forget his old friend. With 
a man who is not so w^l formed for courtship 
and elegant behaviour, such a gentleman as this 
seldom finds his account i?i the return of his com- 
pliments; but he will still go on, for Jie is in his 
own way, and must not omit; let the neglect fall 
on your side, or where it will, his business is 
still to be well-bred to the end. I think I have 
read in onie of our English comedies a descrip- 
tion of ^ fellow that affected knowing every 
body, ^and for want of judgment in time and 
place would bow and sniile in the face of a judge 
sitting in th6 court; would sit .hi an opposite gal- 
lery, and smile iti the miinister's face as he came 
up* into thie pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to 
some familianties between- them in another place* 
But now I happen to speak of salutation at <5hurch, 
I must take notice, that several of my corres- 
pondents have importuned me to consider that 
subject, and settle the point of decorum in that 
particular. ' . ^ 

I do not pretend to be the best courtier in iix^ 
t2 
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world; but 1 have often, on publio occarions, 
thou^t it a vary great absurdity in the company 
(during the royal presence) to exdiuoige saluta- 
tions from all parts of the roomy when certainly 
common sense should, suggest, that all refl^rds at 
that time should be engaged, and can not be di- 
verted to any other object,* without disrepect to 
the sovereign* But as to th^ complaint of my 
correspondents, it is not to be imagined what of- 
fence some of them take at the custom of saluting 
in places of worship. I have a very angry lett^ 
from a lady, who tells me, one of her. acquaint- 
ance, who, out of mere pride and pretence -to be 
rude, takes upon her tp return no civilities done 
to her in time of divine $ervice, and is the most 
religious woman for no other reason but to ap- 
pear a woman of the best quality in the chiirch. 
This absurd custom had better be abolished than 
retained, if it were but to prevent evils of no 
higher nature than this^ is: ^ut 1 aiti informed of 
objections much more considerable: a dissenter 
of rank and distinction was lately prevailed upon 
by a friend of his to come to one of the greatest 
congregations of- the church of Englana about 
town: Srter the service was over, be declsu*ed be 
was very well satisfied with the little ceremony 
which was used towards. Grod Almighty ;^ but^ at 
the same time, he feared he should not be able to 
go through those required, to wards one anothiBr: 
as to this point he was in a state of despair, and 
feared he was not well-bred enough to oe a con- 
vert. There have been snanv scandals of this 
kind given to our protestant dissenters from tte 
outward pomp, ^nd respect we take to ourselves 
inourreliipousassembHes. A^piaJor^whpcame 
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one day ioto t ehurph, fixedJiiB eye apon an old 
tady with a carpet larger than that from the pul- 
pit before her^ expecting when she would hold 
forth. . An anabaptist, wha designs to come 
over himself, and all his £unily within a few 
monthit, is sensible they want breeding enough 
for our congregations, and has sent his two ekL- 
est daughter^ to learn to dance, that they may not 
mtsbehave themsdves at churcl 
sidling, whether in regard to 
with scrupulous consciences, a 
the biBSt air in the world oughl 
ny herself the ot)portunity of 
graces, than keep a bashful pro 
pale of the church. 

STBSliB. 
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Singula de nobis anni praedaniur euntes. Hob. 

Years following yeaw steal 90inething> every dajr, 
Atlast they st^ us from ounehres away. - Poxx. 

r .J, 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM now in the sixty-fifth year of my age, 
and having been the greater part -of my da}ra a 
man of pteasure, the decay of my faculties is a 
stagnation of xfiy life. But how is it, sir, that 
my appetites are increased upon me with the 
loss m pow^r to gratify them? 1 write this like a 
criminal, to warn people to enter upon what re- 
formation they please to make in tnemselves in 
their youth^ aiod not expect &ey shall be cojpMB 
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of ii, from' a fond opinion some have often in their 
mouths, that if We^lo not leave our desires, they 
will leave us. It is iieir otherwise; 1 anv now as 
vain in my dress, and as flippant if I see a pretty 
woman, as when in my youth I stood upon a 
bench in the pit to survey the whole circle of 
beauties. The folly is so extravagant with me, 
and I went on with so little checkof my de^irei^ 
or resignation of them, that I/can assure you, I 
very often, merely to entertain my own thoughts, 
sit with my spectacjes on, writing lov^-letters to 
the beauties that have been long since in their 
graves. This is,to warm my h^art with the faint 
memory 6( delights which were -once agreeable 
to me; but how much happier would my me have 
been now, if 1 could have looked back on any 
worthy action done for my country? If 1 had laid 
out that which I profused in luxury and wanton- 
ness, in acts of generosity or charity? 1 have 
lived a bachelor to this day, and instead of a nu- 
merous offspring, . with which, in the .regular 
ways of life,* 1 .might possibly have delimited 
myself, 1 have only to amuse nlyself with the 
repetition of old stories and intrigues, which no 
one will believe I ever was concerned in. I do 
not know whether you have ever treated of it or 
not^ butyou can not fall on a better subject than 
that of the art of growing old. . In such a lecture 
y6u must profipse, that no ohe set his heart upon 
what is transient: the beauty grows wrinkled 
while we are vet gazing at her. . The witty man 
sinlc^ into a humorist imperceptibly, for want 
of reflecting, that sdl thin^ around him are in a 
flux^ and continually changing^ thus he is, in a 
space often or fifteen yeai^, (Surrounded by a new 
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net (rf'people^ whose maimers are as natural to 
them aa. Jnis delights^ method of thiaking, and 
mode -of living, were formerly to him and his 
friends. But the mischief] is, ne looks upon the 
same kind of errors which he himself was gUilty 
of with an eye of scorn, and with that sort of ill- 
will which men entertain against each other for 
different opinions.. Thus 
an uneasy mind is fretted 
for young men's doing fo 
to do at auL .Dear sir, th 
mind; 1 hateihose 1 sho 
those 1 contemnv The ti 
ous manhood, passed thi 
disposed of it, is attenc 
(][uences; hut. to those w 
life as they, ought, all par 
saiit; only the memory o 
tions is a feast which must give a auicKer relisti 
to^the soul than eveic it coulapossibly taste i|i the 
highest enjovmentsor jollities of you A. As for 
me, if 1 sit down in my great afm chair, and be- 
gin to ponder, the vagariei^ of a child ar^ not 
more ridiculous than the circumstances which are 
beape*^ up in, my memory; fineeowns, country 
dances,' ends of tunes, interruptea ccmversations, 
and midnight quarrels, are what i^i^st necessao'ily 
compose my soliloquy. 1 beg of. you to print 
this, that some ladies of my acquaintance and my 
years, may be persuaded to wear warm night^ 
caps this cold season; and that my old friend, 
Jack Tawdry, may buy him a cane, and not'creep 
with the^ air of a i^rut I niust add tp all this, 
that. if it w^e not for- one pleasure, which .1 
tbouKht a very meiui one till of very late yeaxi^ 
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I idtould have no one j^reat satisfaction left; but 
if I live to the tenth of March^ 1714, and all my 
securities are gped> l.shall be wortii -fifty thou- 
sand pounds. 1 am, sir, . 

* Your most humble servant, 

. < JACK aptebdat/ 

<MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ You will infinitely oblige a distressed lover, 
if you will insert in your very next paper the fol- 
lowing letter to my mistress. ^ You must know 
that I am not a person apt to despair; but she has 

got an odd humour of stopping short tinacqounta- 
ly, and as she herself told a confidant of hers, 
she has cold fits. These fits shall last her a month 
Or six weeks together; and as she falls into them 
without provo^tion, ^o it is to be hope,d she will 
return from them without the merit ofnaew ser- 
vices. But life said love will not admit oT such 
intervals:- therefore pray let rher be aidfnonished 
as follows: 

^ ' ' ~ ■ 

^ MADAM, 

< I love you, and I honoui' you; therefore pray 
do not tell me of waiting till decencies^ till forms, 
till humours, arecoiisulted^nd gratified. If you 
Jiave that happy constitution as to be indolent for 
ten weeks together, you should consider that all 
that while 1 oum with impatiences and fevers: 
but still you say it will be time enough^ though I 
and you too grow older while we are yet talking. 
Which do you think the more reasonable, that 
you shou]d alter a state of indifference for happi- 
ness, and that to oblige me^or 1 live in torment, 
and that to lay no jnanner onT obligation upon you? 
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While 1 indulge your insemibiKty, I am doing 
nothing: if you Mivpur my passion, you are be- 
stowing bright desires, gay hopes, generous car^s, 
noble resolutions, and transporting raptures, ^p- 
on, ■ * Madam, 

' Your most devoted humble servant * 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

"^ Here is a gentlewoman lodges in the- same 
hchise with me, that I never did dny injury to in 
my whole life; and she 19 always railing at me to 
those that she knows will tell me of it. Don't 
vou think she is in love with me? Qr would you 
have me break,my mind yet or hot? 

< Your servant, T. B.* 

* MR; SPECTATOR, ' . / ' ' 

' ^ 1 am a footman in a ^reat family, and am in 
love with the house-maid. We were all at hot- 
cockies last nishtin the hall these holidays, when 
Hay down ^nd was blinded, she puUea off her 
shoe and hit me with the heel such a rap as d- 
most broke my head to pieces. Pray, sir, was 
this love or spite?' ' " 

STEELE T. 

• (i OOo t > . — . 
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Wedlock's'tn in men eagerly ei&bnce. 

Mt father, whom I mentioned in my first spe- 
culation; and whom 1 must always name with ho- 
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near and mtitude, has rery frequently talked to 
me upon ue subject of marriage. • I was^ in my 
younger jrears enga^j^edy piurtly^*by. his advice and . 
partly by my own inclinations) m the court^p 
of a person who had a great deal of beauty, and 
did not at my first approaches seem* to have any 
aversion to me; but as my natural tacitumitv 
hindered me from showing myself to the best ad- 
vantage^ she. by degrees besan to* look upon me 
as a very silly fellow; add heing resolved to pe- 
gatd merit more than any thing, else in the per- 
sons who made their applications toher, she mar- 
ried a captain of dragoons who happened to be 
beating up for recrpits in those parts. . 

This unlucky apcideht has giv6n me ati aver- 
sion to pretty fellows ever since, and disco.urag^. 
ihe from trying my fortune with the fair sex. 
The observations which 1 made in this conjuno- 
tare, and the repeated adyices which I received 
at that time from the eood old man above-men^ 
tioned, have producea the following essay upopi 
love and marriage. , ' 

The pleasantest part of a. man's life is generally 
that which passes in courtship, provideahis pas- 
sion be sincere, and the party beloved kind, with 
discretion. Love, desire, hope, all the pleasing 
emotions of thesoul^ rise in the pursuit^ 

It is easier for an artful man \^ho is not in love 
to persuade his mistress he has a passion for hei*, 
ana to succeed in his pursuits, than for one who 
loves with the greatest violence. True love has 
ten thousand eriefs) impatiences and resent- 
ments, that render a man unamiable in the eyes 
of the person whose affection he solicits; besides, 
that k siiikd his, %urey gived him fears, appro- 
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hensipns, aodj^oovnessof spifiV and often makes 
hfoa appear ri<fi<iulo«s^ ^vjierehe^lias a mind to 
recommend Hiindelf. > . • 

Those mari^iages generaU^^abound mppstwith 
love |mrd cons^qcy tpat are precededby a Ions 
couttship. .Th0 passion should. strijie root, aiid 

fther stfi^gt^^before marriage be ^afted,.oa it 
Ipjig^cptirse of hpp^ and e^pectations^&xes the 
idea in <nir blinds, and hdbitiMite^ uS to. a fondness 
of the person belpvisd. . . ^ : ^ . 

. There.is nothing of do great importance to us 
is the good qualities of one to whom ^e join oiir- 
selves iipr life; tney do noti only- mak^^ur, present 
st^t^ agreeabl'e^but often determine our liapginess 
tit> all eternity. Where ^e chpiceis Jeft to triends, 
the chief 'ppmt under oonlsid^tipn is an estate; 
wher:j5^ the .parties chpose tbr'.themi^lves, tiieir 
thoughts^ turn:most ypon't^e person. They have 

. both4heir;re?a8qns. - The first- would procure^ ipa-- 
nycon'vepienoieS' and pleasures of life to the jiar- 
ty .whose intei^-they espouse^ anc^^t the same 
timemay hope that ^the wealtn of dieh* friend will 
turn.tp^jEh^r pwa credit and advantage. The 

. others-are pifieroMng for .tix^mselvefta' per^tual 
feast. ' A ^ood- person do^ not -only .raisoy but 
continue lbve> and breads a. seclnetjueasure and 
complacfency in the behbld^, when the first heats 
of* desire are, extinguished. It rprits the wife or 
husbaddxiii'tsciuntenance both ampng friends and 
strangers^ ^lid :^enei;ally fillS' t|ie laroily with' a 
healthy and beautifiil race of children. • 

It^shbulCpfeferavWoman'^hatis agreeable in 
tny oWn eye, and hot def<Nnned i^ >that ofvthe 
world, to a oelebrated beauty 5^. .If yc^ juiarry one 
i^inar|»bly beautiful^ ybu must have* a vxole^t 

VOL. V. V 
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{Vision fdf her, or ^ou haye not tlie proper taste 
of her charms^ itkd if j40u havig 8u^> passion for 
her, it is odds but it will be embittered with fegrs 
lind jeatousiess "^ . 

Good oator^ and evennesr 0f tei^p^r wiH giVe 
you an easy companion for lifef Virtue aiiid good 
sebse -an agreeable^ fneiid ; love and eopstaney, a 

god wife Or husband. Where' we meet one per- 
n with al| these accoi^ltehinent%. we find.K 
hundred without any one of tlitemr' The wojid, 
notwithstanding, is more intent oA trains ^ind 
equipa(ge^ ah4 aif the showy parts of life ; We tove 
rath^ to dazde the multituaeth^n* consult our 
proper Interests; and^as I^ have elsewhene observ- 
ed, it'is one~of the most unaccountable passion^ 
of human nature, that we- are at greater pains to 
appear -eiasy aad happy to others, than ttd&y to 
make ourselves so/ Of ail' disparitiCKS, that in 
htimpur makes tbe-most unhappy martiag^, j^t 
scarce enters into our thoughts^t the contracting 
of them; ^Several fhat are in this respMBCt une- 
qually ^oked| and uneasy for tife^ ^h a person 
of a particular character/mij^t have been pleaae^ 
andJiappy with a person of a^contnary one, not- 
withstanding they are ,ho\K '^rhaps equally virri 
tnousandJatldaUe in their kibdr* 

Before miarriage Ve can not be too ihquisitive 
amd discerning in the faults of the pei'soA belov- 
ed, nor after it too diih-sighted and SuperSctaL 
However perfect and accompliidied the perEM>a 
appears to you at a distancfe, you will find many 
blemishes andjmperfecttons in herham6mrj upon 
a more intimate acquaintaneei which you never 
dioflkivefred or perhaps saspeet^ Here therefore 
diseretton ana good-natore 4re to ^w \tb^ 
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8iren2th|lhefi]r9t^tll hinder your thoughts from 
dwelEiig on wliiaMd disagreeable'; liie wier will 
raise in you all the tend^>ne9s"6f compassion and 
humanity, and by degreed soften those very im- 
perfeetiond iatobeaimes^ ' 
^ Marria^ enlaj^e6 the scene of burhs^ineas 
and miseries. A marriage of love id^plieasant; a 
marriage offinterest e^: a^ a marris^e^ where 
both meet, haj^py. ''A 'happy marriage has in it 
all the' pleasures of fd^nd^mip, all the enjoyments 
of sense and reason^ an^^indecld all the sWeets Of 
Kfe. - Nothing is a" greater mark of a degenerate 
and vicious aj^ than the cok&nionTidicuIe. which 
passed oh this state of life. It is indeed ohly hap- 
fy iir those- whQ .can look down With-scorn^ or 
neglect* on th^ i&^pieties of the times, and tread 
tiie paths of life, tegether in a constapt uniform 
xRmrse brvirtu[Bw y. . 
ADDisoir. C." 



No. m. MONBAYi, UECEMBEfe 31; 

' Satirical ^iectiMis I avoid. *, ^ 

^ 1 THINK myself highly obliged to the public for 
their kind acceptance of a -paper which visits 
them eveiy morning, and has in it none of those 
seasoning^ thati^ecpmmend soihdny of the writ- 
ings which are in: vogue among us. 

. As, on'th& one, sidey my paper has not iri it a 
single word of news, a refleptioh in politics^ nor 
a mt>ke of party f.ab; joa the otier, Jthere are 
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Iiofadiionfl1b]e.t0ttche9cof infidjelity^. nopbscf^oe 
ideas, W satires upon pri^dsthpod, taarriage, and 
the Inke popular topics; of 'ridicul0^;viio ^private 
scaiidad, nor anjr, thing that may tdim 4o j^e 4e- 
famatiotf of particular pensobs^familiesyor so*^ 
cieties/; ' . » ' • ' . . 

^ There 10 ndt one df those aboy^mehtioned 8\^b- 
jeets that wouU not sell a>Yery indifferent pap^r, 
could I ' think of gratifying tn« pttbjic <by such 
mean i&ind base m^uiods. 'But notwithstanding I 
have rejected evi^y thing that. sayours of party, 
every thing that is Ibdse^nd/immoral, and evenr 
thing that pu^ht create uilea^in^^ in the minds 
of particular persons; liiud that .the ^demand for 
my pa^rs has increased:feV^ry.moplhjince their 
first a^)earance in^the world, This does not per^ 
haps reflect so much honoHjr upon myself as On 
my readers, who give a much gcea^ef attenti.Qn 
to discourses of virtue and morality than «ver 1 
expected, 6r indeed could hope. 

When 1 broke loose from* that great body of 
writers wjio have em pipy ed their wit and pMis 
in propagating vice and irrelig^ioh, I did dix>t quesr 
tipnbut 1 should be treated as an odd kind' of 
fellpw^that had a injnd to appear singular in 'my 
Wyay of writing; but the geneiral r^c^ion J have 
found, convinces me that tlKJ wwld is not so cor- 
ru^ as we are apt to imagine; and 'that if those 
pen of parts wh^'have been'empjpyed in vitiat- 
ing tjlie age had endeavoured to rectifv and apaend 
it, they needed not have sacrji^t^d their ^oiod 
sense and virtue to their fame ahd reputation. 
iNn man is «b\siOak in^vrc^^and ignoranee but 
there ar^^still some hidden se^ds of gopdness and. 
knowledge >in hirii, which givtf him a.relish' of 
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imcfa reflectioBS and .flpeculatioitfl as hare an apt- 
iiess. tO: unprbye the ]nin4>.aiKl orakiB the heart 
better . . ^ 

, 1 have ahowny in a former paper, lyitb how 
much care I have avoided all suob thoughts as 
^re loose^ obsbene, or immoral; andl believe my 
reader would «tiU thipk Ae better of me, if he 
knew, the pain^ I am at in ^uaHfyihg ^h^t Iwrite 
after such a manner,, that nothing njiay be Inter- 
preted a9 aimed atprivatie pers&hs. For -this rea- 
fibnr^eh 1 draw atiy faulty character, I cgn^ider 
^ai those persons to whom tlie malice df the world 
may possibly apply it, ^nd tak^ eareto dash it 
with such particular, circumstancea as^ may pre- 
V(^nt ^l sucii ill-natured applications.- Jf I write 
any thing cfn a black inan> J run -over in my mind 
all the eminent persona in the nation who are 
of that complexion: when 1 pUce an itnaginary 
name, at the hfead of a diai^ct^, I examine every 
syllable and letter of it that it may pot bear any 
reiemhlance to one .thaf is. real. , 1 know very 
well the value whiclf every man sets upon liis 
reputationvand Jiow painful it js to be exnosed to 
the' mirth atnd derision of the public, anu should 
therefore, scorn to divert my reader at the ex- 
pense of any private man. .;, 

. As I have nfeen' thus tender of every particular 
persen'a refutation, «o 1 have^ takep more than 
ordinary care, not io give offence to those who 
appear m the higher figures of Hfe. I would not 
make myself merry even with a piece of paster- 
board -that isiinvested with a pubtie character; for 
-which reason 1 have never glanced tipon the late 
designed ,pi»cession of his holiness ancT his.at- 
ten^ts, notwithstanding it might have afforded 
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matter^o inanjrkidicrotis sj^cnlatipns..* Amopg 
those advanta^ Wl^ioh tjie pubUc majr reap Tvom 
this paper^ it,is not th^ least, thai it draws men's 
minds off-from' the bitterness of p^ty, and i fur- 
nishes theiQ with siabjectf.of discourse that ma^ 
be treated witbc^t warmth orpassion. . This is 
said to have beep the first de^i&i of those gejUle- 
men who iset on fool the Roy^l Society; and had 
then a very good effeet^^as it turned many ofj the 
greatest ^eaitises of that ag.e to'the^disquisitions 
of natural kdpwledge^ who, if they ixad;eng2^ji 
in politics* with • the same parts and .applic^ipn> 
might hay^ set their country in a (lame. The 
air-pump, the barometer, tKe 'quadrant and th6 
like inventionsji wefe ;thrownf out to those busy 
spirits ad tubs khd barrels are. to a- whale, that he 
may let the ^hip. sail oxk without disturbance, 
while ^hp; diverts himself with, those innocent 
amusements; . ; ' v \ -* 

1 have- been So very sCrupulouli in this paHicur 
lar of not hffrting any man^s' reputation, that 1 
have forborne mentioning even si^ch authors as I 
c6ul4 nbt name with honour. , This I must ^onfiess 
to' have been a piece of Very ereat j^elf-denial: for 
as the public relished hothing^better than the ridi- 
cule which turns npqn a writer of any enimenee> 
so there is nothing whicha-ma^n'that h^s bat;.a 
very ordinary talent in ridicule may execute with 
greater ease. ,One might Taise laughter for: Ji 
quarter''of a year together upon the m)rk« of a 

>• This relates tp'aiv exHbiiioii of i&iiges of waxrwork 
prepared f(^ Queen EluaJs^etK's' birth dayj'among wluch 
were his Holiness and-idtendftnts. 7hey w^ere. takeil into 
custo^ by a iKrarraot frooa( one of the ftecr^anes c^stkte^ 
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per86n ^lAiO h'as|)tibli^d4>Ut a very few'yolumes. 
¥ot which reasc^ I^am astonished that those wha 
Kav^ appeared against this paper have made so 
tery little ^ if; \ 'ti\€ mticisms which I have 
hitherto published^ have^be^if lyiade withi.an in- 
tention rather to^ discover beauties ^nd excellen-* 
cieis in the writerCofmy own time than to.pub- 
lisl^ any of their faults and jmp^rfectiotis. In the 
meanwhiie, 1 should take it lor a very great fa^ 
vour from some' of my underhand detractors, if 
they would break &11 measures wi;th me so far, aa 
to g^ve me a prietence for exan^iini^g their per- 
formahces witn an impartial eye: nor shall 1 Ipok 
upon it as any breadx of charity to criticise the 
author, so long.as I keep .d^ar of the person. 

In^ the meanwhile) till I jam j!>rQvoked to such 
liabilities,. I'sb&U f^om timeio time eifdeayour 
fe d6 Justice to those who. hav-e distinguished 
themselves in the politer- partS;Of l^rnipg, ^nd 
to poiot out sucbsbeautles m their works ascmay 
hav6 escaped th^ observation, of oth^s, ' 

As .the £rst:4)i^tce among our Err^lish poets is 
du^ to Miltpn, arid as Ih^ivedra^wn more quota- 
tionsjout of bin) thaii. from any other, 1 «hall enter 
fnto a regular criticism upon his Paradise Lost, 
which I shall pqjbli^h e»verv Saturday, till I have 

fi^en my thoughts upon tiis^ poein. 1 sTijall hot 
oweVer presuipe to impose, updrxbthers tny own 
Sarticuip judgment on this author, but ptily to 
eli ver it as tny private opinion. Criticism i* of a 
very large cxtentj and every jparticulat master in 
this art has his favourite passages: in an author, 
which do not e<(ually stri^ the best judges. ' It 
will be sufficient formed I discover. tna^y beau- 
ties or indperfectiotts^ whidi;dthcrs^ liave not. a!h 
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tended to, andl shqqid be veiy glad to see aay 
of our emifteht writers jpublish tli^ir ^iscoverief 
oh the sam^ subject In short> I would^ always 
be understood to write iny papers of criticUm m 
tlie spirit which ^race has expressed in those 
two tamous linesf 

i S i fuidjwviiti rtdim ii^ 
Candidm impfirii; si non^ hUfMiert mecum. I!f« 

< If you have:made aoy better remarks of your 
own^' communicfi^ them with ciudourjif not, 
make use of these I present you with. '. 

ADDISON. ' ' . . ' - C. 
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Ortttuior ^iu^ eum ptemneetstei erat- diSgere^ gudUuiin^ 
etMi^tikmhtAemuitutUbenUrqup 

, ' TjiXBOHli78 iJfXTB TuiA. 

I r^oice'tfaat &« pe>8bn irhom it ^as my'daty to love^ 
' good or bad;'n ftich an one tb&tT caaibre him with ji 
wiUing mind*. ' 

<kR. SPBCTATOB, 

''^ I am the happy fktherof a very towecrdly eon, 
in whom I do, not only see'^my life, but also: my 
manner of life venewed. It would be extremely 
. beneficial lb society, if you would frequenUy re- 
nme subjectft which serve to bind these so'rt of 
reIations:faster, and endear the ties of blood with 
&9se of g^od-will, protec^on, observahce, indtd- 
ftence and veneration. I would, methink% have 
uiis done after an uiteommon mkhod^ ^and do not 
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thiiik any olie WHa is ndit capaUe of writing a good 
play fit to undertake k wcH'k^whibreiti there will 
neeesiiarily occur^ so many secret nnstinets and 
biases 6¥ hunMth nMure/ ivhich would pass linob^ 
serv^id by 'co'mmon eyes. 1 thank heaven 1 have 
no outrageous .i^fienc6 against my own excellent 
parents to answer for; but when H am now and 
th(Bn'al0ne, apd^ look back upon my past lif(5, from 
iriy earliest infancy td thils time, there are many 
faults which! coiiamjttesJ tj>aft did niot abpCai; to 

. nie,re ven till I my seff b^cj^me a fs^ther^ J had not 
till then a notion of the yeartiings ofch^(ui which 

^ man has when Ire sees his.chiic^ d;o a laudable^ 
thing, or the sudden damp which sdzeshinrwhen 

^ he fears lie will apt something unworthy. . It is 
not to be imagined -what: a remcTrse tou.ehed'me 
for a long tr^am"!of childish -Qegligfencies of niy 
mother, when I ^aw my, wife th^ other dday look 
g^t of the window, and'tum as pale as ashe^ upon 
iseeiiig my younger hoy sliding ^upon the ice. 
These slight iiltimatipnft will givryou to uncler- 
stand, that' there ''are puniiberless Jittle crimes 
which childreiit^ke no notice of while they are 
doing, ^vhi'ch upon reflections. when tbeV shall 
themselves become fathers, they will look upon 
with the utmost Bprrow.and*c6ntri^ion,'that Jney 
did not regard, .bybre tiiose wh6m they offended 
were to be ho more seefi. How many thousand 
filings do 1 remember, whioh would hav^ highly 
pleased jny. father, and I omitted for no other 
reasdn, but%at 1 thought What h§ prpposed tho 
effect of humov^ij and :t)ld age,^hich 1 am- now 
cOnyincedhad reason-^and good sense in it. I can 
n^ now ^0 into the parlour to 6im^ and make.his 
h^art glag with an accdunt of a tnatter which was 
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of na consequence, but that I toMit and acted in 
it , Tfacr good man and woman are long' since, in 
their gpaves, who used^o mi and plot the wd&re 
of us their children^ while, pernaps, we were 
sometimes laughing at the old folks at another 
end of liie'hpuse,. 'Itie truth of it ii^ were we 
merely to follow nature in 4ibesse great dutiesi)f 
life, though we have a* strong instinct towards the 
performing of them, weshould be^on both sides 
Yery deficient— Age Is so unwelcpiUie to the 
secjBralitY of mankind, and* growth towards man*- 
hood so aesiraUe to all, that resignatiop^to d^cay 
is too difficult a task in the father, andHefer^nce, 
amidst the impulse of say desires, appears un- 
reasonable to the son. THereare so few who ^n 
grow old with a gpod g^ace, and yet fewer who 
can come slpW enough into, the world, that a.fa- 
iher, were he to be actuated by^his desires, and 
a son, weihP he to consi|lt himself only, isould nei- 
ther of them behave himsc^ as be ought to the 
(^er. But whea reason interposes against in- 
stinct, where it would carry eitner out. of the in- 
terests of the other, nihere arises that happiest in- 
tercourse' of 0ood o$cea. between those dearest 
relations of human life. The .^ther, aocorcHng 
to llie opportunities which are ofilered to him, is 
throwing, down bluings on the son, and the son 
endeavouring to appear the worthy ofifepring of 
such afithen It is after this manner thstCamil- 
lus and hiis first born dwell . together. Camillus 
enjoys a plejusing aiid indolent old. a^e> in which 
passion is subdued, andre^n exalted. He waits 
the day of his diissokition.with a resienation niixr 
ed with, delight^ imd the son fea^ the accession 
of liii father's forto^, ynih diffideuGe, lest he 
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should hot enjey or become it as Well as his pre- 
decessor. Add to this, fhiiit the father knows he 
ieavei^ a friend jto the children of his friends, an 
^sy landlord to his tenants, and an. agreeable 
companion to hi? acqu^ntance. He oelieves his 
son's behaviour wii^maj^ehim freqqeiitlyjremem- 
bered*, but never^^^schte^. This commeree is so 
well cemented, that, without therpomp of saying, 
'^Son,%be ^ friend, to such an one when I.ani 
gone," Camillus knows, b^Cng^inhrs favour is di- 
. reckon enough to the gratefS youth who is to^ 
succeed him, without the admonition c^ his meur 
tiohif^ it. . l^ese'^ntlenten ar^ honoured ip^ll 
their\heigh1k»urhD(m, and thesaf^ie efiect which 
the court; has on. the manners of a kingdom^ their 
characters have "on all who Uyex^rithin the influ- 
wiceofthem.^ - \ 

'"My son and 1 are not of fortune to cQitununi- 
cate our ^ood aictions or Intehtion^ to soinady as 
these^g^ntlemen do; but I will be bold to say^mv 
son lias, by the applause and approbation wnich 
his behavfour towards me. has |^ned him, occa* 
sioned Ihat many>n old man, besides myself, has 
rejoiced.^' Other men's children follow .the ex- 
amfple of mine; and I have the inexpressible hap- 
piness of overhearing our neighobout^s, as we riae 
ov, poiqt to their <^hlI)dreDV and' say with a vbice 
otJOT, <fThere they go.'^^ - . 

< You can not, Mr; Spectator, pass your time 
bettertfaan in insinuatinethedel^nts tfrhicbthe^e 
rdatkms Well regarded %^ow Upon each ^othen 
Ordinary passages, afe no lon^ suchy ^t mutual 
love giyes'm importance to uitemost indifi^ni 
things, and a meritto actions the mctot insignifi- 
canlt When w6k>ok round, the. Wbrid/ and ob- 
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serve the nVany •misahderstandiogs which -are 
created by the malice and insinuation of -the 
meanest servants between peopfle thyS rekted, 
how necessary wHl it appear that ij were incul- 
cated, thai men would, be upon their gu^tfd to 
support a constancy of adBFection, ^nd that ground- 
ed upon the prindiples of re^n, not the impulses 
of instinct - n- .> . 

' * It is from, the cdmtnon. prejudices whjch men 
receive from their .^parents, thatTiatreds are kept 
alive froih one generation to, another; and when 
men act, by fhstitict, hatreds witi descend when 
gpod office arelforgotten: for the 'deg0neij^cy <jf 
human life is such, that our anger is more easily 
transferred to oar children than o^H*- Ib^e/ Love 
always gives something io the- object it delights 
in, and anger spoils the person against jWhom it 
' something laudablef in him : from this 
, th^J^efor^, and a sort of self*lpve, we 
one.to take up >the ill-will of our pa- 
\6 follpw them ih their friendships, 
jld thtnk ther(d shoula need no ,more 
50 keep up liirs ^brt of j^elationVith 
Banetity, than to examine their own 
every father remeinber^&d ' his «wn 
d incBnatiohs when bfi was a son^ufid 
emenlbered what he expected from 
when he himself Was in a state o( de-» 
pendente, thi^otie reflection Would preserve men 
from beingjlissolute or rrgtd Sx^ these i^yeral ca- 
pacities/ The p6wer .and- subjection between 
tiiem,^when broken, make them rtiore etnphati- 
cally tyrants and re|)els against e^ch other, -with 
greater cruelty of heart, than .the ^istuption ^of 
istates and enipires can possibly produced I sihall 
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mi this applicjaition toy^u. with two lettars which 
jiasded between a mother and son very lately^ and 
are as follow: -. 



< DEAR TRAKK) 

< If the pleasures whi6h I have the grirf to hear 
you^pursue in.townrdp nottake up all 
do npt deny your motiiei' so much of i 
seriously this letteK You^said before 
ere, dial an qld woihan:ml^ht live y< 
ihe country upon half my jointure, an< 
father was a rpnd fool to . give me a ] 
of e^ght hundred a-yeai^ to the preju 
sori^ vVhat Letacre said to' you upon that occs^* 
sien-ypuought-to have borne with more decency, 
as he was you;* father's well-beloved servant, tlian 
to have called him epuntry^put In the^ first 
place, .Frsm:^ 1 mus" 
rent 4Mly paid;flfor I ] 
for the partiality 1 W8 
father do so much as Y 
it seems, live upon bal 
much Tess, l^rank, wh 
to place in these arms, 
or mind anj^ thing, fc 
a weakly qhild; and si 
vulsions you were tl 

Upon you. By my, 'care you. outgrew, tnem, to 
throw away the vigour of your yoiitn invthe ar;ns . 
of harlots, and de^V your" mother what is not 
your^s to detain. ; floU) your sisters are crying 
to^e^e the passion which/i Smother: but if you 
please to goon thus, like^ gentleman of jthetown,^ 
and forget all regards to yourself ahd^fan^ily, t 
shall immediately enter upo^ yoiir estate for the 

VOL. Y. X 
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<)iie ta msj, igfidy without onevtear.moi^ 
eontemnr you for forgetting the foDdneas of your 
mother, aa much as ydu.ha.ve the e^smpj^bf yoor 
father. Fran^, oo IJive to oinit.writinc my- 
self youcaffectionate mother, - A.T..'^ 

'MADAM, - \ 

' I will come dbwa tb-tnOttbvf alid pay the mice 
ney 00 mjr. knees^ Praj^wtit&^«o na n^rer I 
will tsdte care- you i^Ver shall: for i will be for- 
ever hereafter y pur most dutiral fiton, ' V. Tl' 

■ ■ • . • \ ^ ' .- ■■...' 

*I will bring 4own new.hodds for my sist^^ 
Pray let. all be forgotten J 



No. 2§4. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2. / 

— .-^ Se6^efuni .iter etfdUfntU acp^ta jmfm* ' Ho^ . 

«-<— Clofte refirement, and a life 1>/ stealth. CaBBCB.^ 

It has been from age to age, an affectation to- 
love, the pleasure: of solitude, amon£. those-wl^<> 
can n6t possibly be supposed qualigea for/imssing 
life iji that mkuner. Tl^iis. j^ple have talkea up 
from redding the manv ag^eable. things whie^ 
have been written on' that sUbjectyTor wtiich we 
are-beholden to excellent persons who delighted 
ii^ being retired aAd abstracted fromibe pTedsureS' 
tbatenenantthe generality bf the ^orld. This way 
of life is^recommended mdeed with great beau- 
ty, and in sQch^a manu^r^a^diisposes theireader 
fortiie tiine to a pleasing fcH^uuIo^ss^'or negti- 
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^ce (tf the parti<sul4r huiYy of life in "which he 
IS en^agetd^ togethtSr mth a longing ipr that s^te 
which he is charmed . with ii^ deWiption. But 
when we <k>trsider the' world itse)A and how few 
tiiere are capable of fl relisious^ Ijeamed, or .phi* 
losophic sontude^we dh^I! he- apt' to change a 
regard fp^ that sort of solitude, for bping a mile 
singular! in enjophgtkne after the way^a^maa 
himself likes best in thia world^ without ^oing so 
f^^ as wholly ^o withctraW froni it. - I' have often 
^hsenred, there is not a maiH breathing wha do^s 
not differ from M pther men,«as muph ia the 
sentiments bif hi(r mind as thefeatures of his f^ce. 
The felicity isj Wlteni aivjr one is so happy as to 
find out ana fpHoW wh^t is the proper.bent of his 
geniuSji^aiid turn id! his^nd^eavpurs ta exert hitn-^ 
self according as that prompts' him. Instead of 
this which i^ an innooentimethod ef enjoying a 
inch's self, and turning out of the^gerneral trac&s^ 
wherein you JiSive crowds ^f rivals,- there are 
tho$e who pursue their pwn wavout of a sourness 
and spiiit of contradictiop.. These men do eve- 
ry thing whieh^ they- are able to -support, as if 
guilt and inipunity could hpt^ togetner. They^ 
choose a thing only because anoth[er dislilces it; 
and affect fpreooth' ah invioljible.cphs^ncyin 
matters of. no nianner bf momentw^ Thus some- 
times an old fellow shall wear this o»that sort of 
cut in hip dothes with great inteferiiy,*! while all 
the rest of the woHd ^are degenerated into, but- 
tohs, pockets, and roopsi,'unknown to their an- 
oestprs.- As insignificant aai leven.this % if it 

» This alludes .to &eJBarl4)f NottinghiLm^s lony pock'ets 
andku^ birttons. ^ • . ' *^ • - .^ 
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were seatchedio the bottom, ycm pMrhftpswxMiIil 
find it not sineex^e^ but thait iie is la the fashion 
in his hearty aad holds out from mere obstiqacy; 
But 1 am runnins from my intended purpose, 
which wias to celebrate a eertaia particular man- 
ner of passing aW9y Kfe, and is a contradiction 
to no man, but a resotution' to cbntrstct . none of 
the exorbitant dfesireSi by which othe]!:s are- ei^- 
sUved. The best w^y of sepa^i*ating a man's self 
from the worldf is ta giye, up the aesii:e of being 
known fp it. After a man h4s preserved his inno- 
cence, and peiibrmed all duties incumbent upon 
him, his time spent in his own Way Uyvhit 
ma^es his life dmer from that of a slave.* If they 
who affect^ow and- pomp knew how many of 
theJr spectators deridied their trivial taste^.fhey 
would he very much-less ela^ted, and have an in- 
clination to examine the meritof alt they have to 
do with: they would'soon find out that flifere Jare 
many who 'make a figure below what their for- 
tune or meritventitles them to, oatof \mere choice, 
ahd ^n eleeapt desire of ease and disincumbrance. 
It would look like^ romance to telf you, in this 
age,^ of an old man, who; is contented to pass for 
9JX humorist, andVne who does, not understand 
the^guriEf heoUj^t to make in the. world, while 
he lives in a lodging of ten shillings a-week, with 
only one sefvaftlt; while he dressed himself ac- 
cording' to the'-season in cloth or in stuff, and has 
no one necessary attentbn to any thing hut the 
hfgll which calls- to praVers twice a-day. 1 say, 
it wopld look like a fabl^ to report, that this gen- 
tleman gives a*^ay all which is the overplus ofa 

;reat fortune,, hy searfet ?nethods, to-other ihen. 

f he has not the ponip of a mimeroua tran^ and 
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of pi'ofessors of service, to him, he has every day 
kQ livcsHie conscience that the widow, the father- 
l^S) the mourner^ ar>d the stranger, biess bisun? 
seen hand in their prayers. This humorist gives 
up all the cornDliments Which peorfe pf his own 
condition coula in»ke to him, lor tne pleasure of 
helpripg the afflicted, supplying the .needy, apd 
befriending the neglected. This humorist keeps 
to himself much more than he w^nts,. and gives 
a vast refuse of his superfluities to purchase hea- 
ven, stnd by freeingrOtnesrs from the temptations 
of worldly want, to carry a. retinue with him 
thither. • '/ ' -] 

(>f^ll men who affect living in. a. partici|lar 
way, neapt-to this, idmirafele.charactet'^ la1?i the 
ir\ptit cJnamoured oflrus^ whose condition will 
not admit-,of such lareesseSy and who ^perhaps 
would not be ckpaWe of making them, if it were. 
Irus, though he;, is now tMraea jof fifty^ has not 
appeared in the world in his real character- since 
five-^iid-twcntv, at which age he. ran out a small 
patrimony, ana spent some time after wit^ rakes 
who haSi lived upon ;him. . -A course of ten years 
time passed in all' the little alleys, by-piith§, and 
sdmetirt^es open tavernS^nd streets of this town, 
gave trus a perfect sjtill: in judgiqg of the incli- 
nations of mankind, and acting accordingly. He 
seriously^ Consiiieredl^e was ppor, and the gene- 
ral' horror which most men nave of all who are 
in that coiidition. Irua judged yejry rightly, that 
while he^ could ;k^ep pis pjbver^ a secret he 
should riot fetOi the. weight rf it: he improved this 
thought iiVto an affection of closeness aud covet- 
ousness; • ^Jpon'this "dneprinciple he resolved to 
govern bis fulw^ Kfc; andih the^ thirty-sixth year 
x2 
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of Ms age he jrepsiired to Lotig-Lane, and looked 
upon several dres^ which hune there>. 4eserted 
by their first masters and exposed to die purchase 
of the best bidder.- At thisplace he exchanged 
his jgay shabbin^ss of clothes^ fit for a much 
younger ujan^^ to warm ones that would be decent 
tor a much older one. Irua canxe out thoroughly 
equipped from head to foot, with a little oaken 
cane, m the form of a ^substantial man that did 
not mind his dressj turned of fifty. He had at 
this time fifty , pounds iii ready inoney; apd ip 
this habit, , wtth this fortune^ he took his present 
lodging in St Jbhn-street, at the niansion.house 
of a taylor's widpw^ who washes, and can clear- 
starch his bands. From that time to this^ he has 
kept the main 'stock, without alteration under'^or 
over, to the value of five pounds. . He left off all 
his old acquaintaiice to a man^ and all hiiS arts.of 
life except the pky of back-ganimon; upon whiich 
he has more than bore his charges. iVus hSi's, ever 
rine^ hQ cfome into this neighbourhood, given all 
the intimations hie skilfully could, of b^ng a close 
hunks w6rth money ; nobody conges to visit ^tn, 
he receives no letters, and lelte his money mo'rn- 
ing and evening.. He has, frora^ the public pa- 
pers, a knowlcMC pf what generally pa^s, shuns 
all jiiscourses of money, but shrugs his shoulder 
when yoii talk of securities; he denies hisjbeing 
rich, with the air which all do who are vain. of 
b^ng so: he is. the oracle of^a neighbouring jus- 
tice of tKepeace, who meet^ him atthe co^e- 
house. Tne hopes that what he has must come 
to somebody, and that he has ho h^irs^ have; that 
effect wherever be is knowh^ that he every dayr has 
fliree or four invitations to dine at different putbes, 
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which he generally lates care to choose in sufch 
' a jnanner,:^s' not to $eepfi inclined to* the richer 
man. All the young men respect himj'^and say 
he is just the same. >he was when they were 
boys. He uses no artifice in the worM^ but nrakes 
use of men's designs upon hihitb get a mainte- 
nance out of them. ; Thia he carries on b'v a cer- 
tain peevishness (whiclv he acts vei^y.well^) that 
no one would believe ^ould. possibly, enter into 
the head ^f a poor fellow. His mien, hid dress, 
hiis carriage, and his language are such^ that you 
would be at a loss to guess Vhether in the active 
part of his life he had be^n a sensible citizen^ or 
scholar that knewthe world. Thesj are this great 
circuiAstance? in the life of Irus, and thus does 
he pass iway his- days, a stranger to mankind; 
and, ait his death, the worst that will be said of 
htm will, be, that he. got by everjr man who h^d 
expectations frpm him, more than he ha4 to leave 
him.*- - ' • . 

I have, an inclinatioritoprintthe following let- 
terS: for that 1 have heard the author of them has 
somewhere or other ,seefi me; and by an excel- 
lent faculjy] in mimicry, my correi^ondents tell 
me, he can assumfe-my air, and givi&my tacitur- 
tiity a slyness which diverts more than any thing 
L could say if I were present. Thusl am glad 
■fny silence is atoned for to th^ cood company in 
town. Hehai^ caririedliis skiff in imitation* so 
far, as to have forged a letter from my ftiend Sir 
'Roger, in such a manner, thajany one bu^l^ who 
am thoroughly sbaquaintecl with nim, would have 
taken.it for genuine. > ■ n 

* See anpllier paper on the subject. No. 360, supposed 
tobewrittenby Mr. Tickdl. - 
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*Havinff observed in Lilly V g^mm^ how 
«weetly &cchtis and. Apollo nin.ltt a verse, 1 
have (to preserve theainkv between them) called 
in 'BacohuB to the aid of my profession of the 
thedtre. Sd that while* soine people of quality 
are bespeakitagplays of ^iie to be a^ted upon such 
a day, and others hogsheads for their hpuses 
against such a^tinqie^ 1 am ^wholly employed in the 
agreeable service of wit and wine. Sir, I have 
sent you Sir Roier de Coverley's letter to m0, 
which ^ray com^y with ip favour of the Bumpei^ 
Tavern. Be kina;;fQr you knpw a player^d^Aitr 
most pride is the approbatiqrf of the Spectator*' 1 
am your admirer, though' unknown,. " . 



To 4^*. JSstcourty at Tits house in Covehtr 
• (rarden. ' • * ^ , ; 

^.Coverle^y Dece/mher the l^M,. ITll. 

* OLD COKICAL ONE, > .^ > . . ' 

<The hogsheads of neat port came safe, ai^l 
have gotten ttiee good reputation iti the]se part^ 
aiid lAam glad ;to hear, that a fellow who. has been 
laying out hiiS money eVersince^he was born, for 
the metepleasijreof wine, has bethbu^t himself 
of joininjg profit and|)l^sure together/ Our sex- 




- . J flays it is grven by . 

of fanmies;,that no dteward^s table can.be Without 
it; that it strengthens digestion, excludes sur^ 
feit9, fevers, and physic, which greeti wines of 
any kind can't do. Pray get a pure sftug room. 
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V 

and I hope next term to help fijl your bumper 
with our people of the cluh; but yoir must have 
no beila stirrings when the Spectator comes; I 
forebo)*e rihging to dinner while he was down 
with me in uie country- Xl^ank you for- the lit- 
tle hariis and Portugal onions; pray kee|> some 
always by you. You . knOw iiiy supper is only 
good Cheshire cheese, best mustard^ a golden 
pippin, attended with a pipe of John Sly 's best 
Sir Harry has stolen all your song% and tells the 
story of flie 5th of Noyember-to ^rfectioa. 
* Yours to serve-y ou^ 

< Roger i>3s Coverlet.' 

* WoVe lost old John since you were here.' 

STEELE. : ^ " T. 



No: 29S. THURSDAY, JANUARY 3. 

IHxaiit e mulHs it^qtiiSf quid virus in angues 
Ji^TdtPet rMdasiraiiaovile iupw?\ ' Oyio. 

But some exclaini— rWhat frenzvlfiiles yotir mind^ 
> Wduld y6i| increase the craft of womankinil? 
I'eack tiem new wiles and artk? as w^ you- may 
Instruct a snake to bite or wolf to-prey. . ^Coitgbstb.^ 

One of the iiathers,-if I am 
has defined a woriian to be fcdw 
mal that- delights in finery.' 
treated of the sex in two or thrc 
ably to this deftnition, and hay 
served, that in-all ages they.hai 
ful than the jnen to adorn- tha 
which we getier^ly call the oi 
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ThiK observation is so very notorious^ .that 
when jn or<iinary discourse we say ^tnan has a 
fineliead, a long head^ or^ good head, ye express 
oui%elv^ inetaphoiicnlly, and speak in rdatioii 
to his understanding, wnereas^ when we say of a 
woman, she has a fine/ a long, or a good head, we 
speak o^ly in relatipn to her commode. 

It is observed aqno^ng birds, that nature has 
lavished all' her ornsgpients upon the male, who 
vfeiy often appears in a most beautiful head-dress; 
whether it be a cresf, a^comb, a tuft of feathers^ 
or a natural littje plume, erected like a l^nd of 
pinnacle on the very top.dflhe head. As nature^ 
on the contrary, has ^purad.outhcr charms in the 
greatest abundj^ce upon the fem^epart of our 
species, so they are very assiduous in bestowing 
tipon thenisplves-the finest gsurnitures of art' The 
peacock, in all his pride, does, not display half 
the colours that appear ihthe gjrmehtsof a Bri- 
tish l^dy When she is dressed either for a ball or 
a birth-day." - 

But to ^istiim to oup female heads. Thd ladies 
have been for some time in a kipd of mpulting 
season^ with regard to that part of. their .dress, 
.haying cast kreat quantities of ribband, lace and 
cambriC5^1an(rin swne measure reduced that part 
of the human figure to the beautiftil globular form 
which is natiirsd Ifeo it We have for a ^eat while 
expected what kind of ornament WQuTd^ lae suh^ 
stituted in the. - place pfi those antiquated com^ 
modes. But our female prdectoy s^ were all the 
last summer so taken up With the iinproveme^ 
of their petticoatiu that they had Ao time to attend 
to any thing dse;43iut bavins; at len^ sufficiency 
adorned their lower, parts, ^0y liow JJi^gJfn to turn 
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fhetr tiioughte upon the otibier extremity, as well 
remembering the old kitchen proyero, that if 
you light your fire atboth ends, the middle will 
shift for il^elf. ' 

n by a sight 
a. . A<1 was 
^,1 took no- 
ting together 
1 1 e^rer saw. 
bw, and ano* 
ik colour ;:and 
^ith as much 
jed assembly, 
as upon a bed pf tulipsj, Wid'clid not Know at fiwst 
wh^tiher it might hot be an embassy of Indian 
queensj teitf upon my goidg about ii]^tO. th^ pit, 
and takijig them in front, I was immed^iately un- 
deceived, and saw slo much beauty in,:eVerv fkce, 
th^t I found them all to be English. Such eyes 
and lips, cheeks and foreheads, c^uldbe the 
rirowtb of noother cojjutry. -Th.e, complexion of 
their faces' hindei*ed me from obsei*ving any furr 
ther the colour of their hoo49, though. 1 could 
easily perceive by that un[?peakable> satisfaction 
which appeared in. theii'Tooki^, that their owti 
thoughts were wholly t^ken up pn those jfretty 
ornaments fhey Wore lft>on their heads. 

I am informed th&t this feshion- spreads daily, 
insomuch thjBit the Wbfg and Tory ladies, hegia 
already to hang out diiTerent coJpurs, aiid to show 
thei^ principles in their head-dress; :Nay, if 1 
may believe my frieud Will Hoheycomb, there 
IS t certain old coc^uette of his acquaintance, who 
intends to appear vjery suddenly in a rain-bow 
hood, lik6 thf Iris hi l)ry denf s Virgil,, not que*- 
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Homnrbuttbat iunong such a variety of colours 
die shall hav^ a charm, for every heart; . 

My friend Will, who very much values him- 
self upon his^reat in^ght into eallantry, tells me^ 
Uiat he can ^^ready guea» at the humour a lady 
is in by her ho^, as the courtiers of Morocco 
knofr the disposition of their present emperor by 
the. colour of thjpr dress which he puts on. When' 
Melecinda wraps her headi in flame colour, her 
heart is set upon ex^cutioq; when she covers it 
with purple, 1 would not, says he, advise her 
lover to approach her; but if she appears in whiter 
it Is peace, and he may hand h^ out of her box 



i^ill infonns me.likefdsd, th^t these hoods 
may be used, as signids. Why else, saysijie^ doea' 
Cornelia always put on a blatk' hood when her 
husband is gone mto the country?. 

• Such are iny friend Honeycomb's dreams of 
gallantry. For my own part, 1 impute (his dir 
versity of colours m the hoods to the diversity of 
complexion in the fawses of my.pr^ty countrywo- 
men. Q.vid, in his Art of Love, has £ven some 
precepts a^ to.this particular, though i find they 
are different from tnose which prevail among the 
mod^nfi.^ . He recommeiidfiT a red striped silk to 
the pale complexion, white to the brpwn^ and 
dark to the Ukir. Oti-ilie contrary,, my friend 
Will, who pretends to hie a greater master in tliis 
art than Ovid, tells m& that ,the palest features 
look liieniost. agreeable in white sarsenet; t^t a 
face which is o^rflushed appears ip advi^ge in 
the jdeepedt scarlet, and thatthedarkest co^iplex- 
iott is not a little alleviated by a bladL hood. In 
diott> he is for losing the colour of the faiico in 
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that of the hpod^as a fire bums dimly, and a can- 
dle: goes half 09t, in the light of the sun. This, 
says he. yoiir Ovid hifnselT has hinted, where he 
treats oKthege matters, When he tells lis ^that the 
blue water-nymphls are dr^sed In sky^coldiired 
garments; and that Autoraf who always appears 
in the lieht of the rising sun, isrbbe^ in ssffiron. 
Whether these hts- pbservatio^s^»are justly 
grounded I can not tell : but 1 baV^ often known 
him, as we have stood together b6l)ind the ladies, 

e raise or dispraise the complexion of a face which 
e never saw, from observing the colour of her 
hood, and has bee^n very seldom out in these his 
guesses; ^ '; ' . ^ ^ 

As I have nothing more/at heart than the Bo- 
npur.arid impEOvement'of thefeir sfex, I can liot 
conclude thispaper wi^oiit an exhortation to the 
British ladies^ that they would excel th^ women 
of all othfiii' nations as much in virtue and good 
sense as thdy clo in beauty; which they may cer- 
tainly do, if they, v^^ill be as industrious to culti- 
vate their minds' as they are to adorn their bodies; 
in the mean while 1- shall r^onimepd to their 
most serious consideration ^tb^' saying of an old 
Greek poet: • > ; ; • 1 

ADBisoir. 1 C. 

• ^ Manners, arid hot di^s^ -are the ornaments of Women*' 
See No. 271. This, as weH jis iheiimplex^munditits, df^ 
notes; that tnie skill in female finery is mbri^ displayed h)r 
neatness than giudiness and ^^cpensive ttiippings- 
; — ' ■ ■ , ^ * i'or loveliness " - 

Needs not the fordg^ aid of ornajttent, , 
But ifl^ when anadorn'd, adbrn'd the most.' 
Vol. V, t 
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Idverdegttquodegomihi.puhputmarm 
Me r^frisse^ qucinodo ad(HesceTUuh8 
Mefeirietnn ingtnia et monaposdt'noscere; 

I look iip^n it as my masterpiece;* that I have found, out 
how a young fellow may knpw the disposition and beha^ 
Viour of harlots, and by early kno^l^ng, come- to detest 

them. \ ^ ' ^ \ 

No rice or. wickedness whifelt people fill tnto 
fironv indulgence to desires which are natufal to 
all) ought tp place thena bdow the compassion of 
the virtuou3 part of the world; which inoeed bijten 
inakea^tne a iktteiipt to susp^cl^ the aineerity <rf 
their virtue,^ who are too wamiy provoked: at 
other people'^ personal sins. The unlawful com- 
merce of the sexes is of all others the har4est^ta 
avoid; and yet there is no' one which you shall 
hear the rigider p'art of wopfiankind ^eak of -with 
so little mercy. It is very certain tiaat a mod* 
est tvoman can not abh6r the tireach>biF chastity 
too much; but pray let her hate it for, herself, 
and only pity it in others. * Will Honeycomb 
calls these over-offended ladies the outrageously 
virtuous. - ' - . , 

'I do not design t(^ fall upon failures ill general, 
vi^ith relation td the gifi ot chastity, but at present 
only-^ter upon that large field,' aftd begin with 
Ihe.consideratioh of poor arid public whores. 
Th6 other evening,' pas^ i^g alon^ tHsar Cbvent- 
Grarden, 1 \ya8 ^jogged dn the elbow as 1 <^rned 
into the piazza, oil the right l>fiLiid ecw^ingjou^ of 
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James-street, by t slim youii^ girl of about Seven- 
teen, who wkh a pert airasEed me if 1 Was for a 
pint of wine. I de not know bat I should have 
mdulged my curiosity in havifig some chat with 
her, but that 1 am informed the man of the bum- 
per knows me; and it ivould have made a story 
tor him not very agreeable to some part of my 
writings, though I have in others . sb frequently 
said that I am wlwlly.uhconcenicd in^ny scene 
I am in, but merely as a Spectator. This impe- 
diment being in my way, we stood under one of 
the arcbes by twilight'; arid there I coUld observe 
as exact features as 1 had everseeh, the mDst 
agreeable shape, the finest neck and bosom^ in a 
wQrd, the whole person of a woman exquisitely 
beautiful. ^ She affected to allure me with a forc- 
ed wantonness in her lobk and air; but I saw it 
checked with himgerand cold; her eyes were 
wan and. eager, her dress thin and tawdry, her 
mien genteel and childish. Thi? strange figure 

f aye* me muT^h stnguish of heart, an^, to avoid 
eing seen witli her, 1 w^nt away, but could not 
forbear giving her a crown. The poor thing 
sighed,' curtsied, and with a blessing expressed 
with the utmost vehemence, tam^ from me. 
This creature is what they oall 'newly come upon 
the town;* but \ylio,. I suppose, falling into cruel 
hands, was left in the first month frottUier dishon- 
our, and exposed jto pass through the hands and 
discipliile oi oi^e of those hags of bell whom we 
call bawds. But lest 1 should grow too suddenly 
grave on this subject, ^nd be my^lf o6trageouslv* 
good, I shall turn to a scene In one of Fletcher's 
plays,' where this character is diiwn, and tlie 
economy of whoredom most admirably d^^crib* 
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ed. The-passage 1 would point to is in .the third 
scene of tne second aet oi the llumoroii3 Lieu- 
tenant. Leucippe,<who is agent for the kingV 
lust^ and bawds at the ^ame time for the \yhoi(B 
court, is very pleasantly introduced; reading her 
minutes a^-a p^rsonjof business, with t^o teaids, 
her u^der-^6ctetaries> taking instructions at a tai,- 
ble before her. Her women, both those, under 
her present tutelage artdlthose which she is lay* 
ing wait for, are Sphabetically set down in her 
book, and she is looking over the letter C, iti a 
muttering voice, as.' if. between soliloquy knd 
speakipg out, she sajjs; ' ^ ., 

* Her maideh-head will yield-'me — Ijpt tne 86e now — S 
She*s not fifteen, ^^y say; for her'compleXioh^ 
Cloe^ Cloe^ Cloe; here I have her — 
Cloe, tiie 4aughJ:eE of a; country gentleman; *^ 

Her ag'e upon fifteen: -Now hep 6omple^on-^ ^ ^ 
A lovely brown: here /tis; eyes black and rolKng, *: " ' , 
The body neatly bliilt^ she Writes a Uoite weH 
Sings most enticingly. Ttese h^ps considered, ' * ' 
Her maiden-head wiU amount to some, t^ree hundred. 
Or three hundred^ and fifty frowns; 'twill bear it hand- 
somely; 
Her father's poor; some. little^share deduct^ ' : '" 
To buy hito a hunting nag — i— — . ' 

'These creatjares:6ir^ very well instr^icted in^the 
circumstances' and manners of alj whq are any 
way I'elat^d to the fair ope whom they have a de- 
sign upon. As Clde is to bepiirchasea with three 
hundred and Mv crowps,, and ,ihe father' la]scn 
offwith apad; the merchant's wife next to her, 
who abounds in plenty, is not to have downright 
money; "but. the mercenary part of her mind is 
enga^ with a pi;esent of plate and a little am- 
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bition. She id' made to onder^tand that it is a 
man of quality who dies for her. The examina- 
tion of ti ybui% girl for bu&iness^ and the crying 
down her value lor being a flight thfngj^together 
with evety other circumstance In the scene, are 
inimftably exc6lleof,.and have the true spirit of 
comedv; though it Were^ to be wished the author 
had a(fded a circumstance which should make 
Leucippe's baseness more odious. ' ^ 

It must not be thought a digressioa from my 
intended speculation, to talk of bawds in a dis- 
course, npoir wenches; for a woman of the town 
is not thoroughly and properly suc^h, without hav- 
ing gone throtiffh the education of one of these 
houses. >But the compassionate case of very 
many is, that they are taken iHt<> such hands with- 
out the least suspicion, previous temptation, or 
adtnonition to wnat.glace they af e going. The 
last week 1 went to an inn in the city to inquire 
for some provisions which were sient by a wagon 
out of the country; and as 1 waited in pne of the 
boxes till the chamberlain had looked oyer: his 
parcels, 1 heard an old and a ybut^g voite repeal- 
ing . the questions .^nd responses of the church 
catechism. I thought it no breach of good man- 
ners to peep at a crevice, and look in at people 
so well employed : but who should f see there but 
the mOst artful prcksuressin town, examining, a 
n^ost beautiful country i^irl, who>had come up in 
the same wagon with my things, } Whether she 
was well educatec}, could fc»*bear playing the wan« 
ton with servants and idle fellows^ of which this 
town,* says she, * Is too full?' at the same time, 
* "Whether sKe^knew enough of breeding, as that 
if a 'squire or a gentleman, or one that was ber 
t2 
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betters, should gire her a civil salutej she should 
curtsey, and be liumhie nfiyertheless?^^ H^r in- 
nocent * forsoqths, /esses, andH .please you's, and 
she would do her end^aVour,^ moved ^the good 
old lady ip take her opt of theiiands of. a country 
bumpkin her brother, and. hire her for lier oyvn 
maid. 1 staid till 1 saw^them all march out to 
take coach; the brother loadEd with a great 
cheiese, he prevailed u^n her , to take for her 
civilities to his sister. This poor creature's fate 
is not far off that of her's whom Ispoke of aboVe; 
and it is n6t to be doubted, but after she had been 
long enough a prey to lust, she will be delivered 
evertpfamme. The ironical commendation of the 
industry and charity of these aft tiquated ladies, 
these directors^Qf sin, after they can no longer 
Qpmmitit, makes up the beauty of the inimitable 
dedipation to the Plain Dealer, and is a master- 
piece x)f raijlery on this vice. Bi?t to understand 
all the purlieus of this game the better, and to il- 
lustrate this subject in Tulvire discpurses, I must 
venture myself w^th my friend Will into the 
haunts of beauty and gallantry, ftom patipered 
vice in the habitations' of the wealthy, c to dis- 
tressed indigent wickedness .expelled the har- 
bours of the brothel. (See No. 274 and 276.) 

•STEELE; "'• ', \ ' ;" .* •- T/ 

No. ^67. SATURDAY^ J AI4^UARY 5. 

< Cedite BorMtni amptores^ cedUeGraU. Paofsbt. 

recianwits. . 

re so irksome, as 
ff ^ when they turn 
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chiefly uppn words. For this reaspn I shall wave 
the discussion .of that point which was started 
some years since, whether Milton's Paradise Lost 
may be called^an heroic poem? Those who will 
not give it that title, ma j;^ call rt (if;they please) 
'^a divine poem. It will be suflBcient to its perfec- 
tion If it nas in it all the beauties ©If the highest 
kind of.ppetryi^arid as for those who allege it is 
not an heroic pMoejp, they advance no more to the 
diminution of it, than if they should say, Ad,am 
is not ^neas, nor Eve Helen; 

1 shall therefbre examine it by the rules of epic 
poetry,^ and see whether it falls short of the Iliad 
or -^neid, in t^e beauties which^are Essential to 
that kind /of writing. . 'The first thing to be con- 
sidered in an epic poem is the fable, which is per- 
fect or iptiperfect ac(iordir|c as the action which it 
relates is more or less so. This action should have 
three qjualifications in.it;. First, it should be but 
one action; Secondljr', it should bis ^n entire ac- 
tion; andy. Thirdly, it Should b6'a great action. 
To consider the action of the Iliad, ^neid, and 
Paradise Lost, in these three several lights, Ho- 
mer, ta preserve the.unky of his action, hastens 
into the midst of things, iasHoractS' has observed. 
Had he gone up4o Leda's egg, or begun much 
later, even at the rape of Helen, or' the investing 
bf Troy^ it is manifest that the story of the poem 
would have J)een, a series of several actions. ^^He 
therefore opens hfis poiem witb^he discord of his 
princes, anji iartfolTy interweaves in the several 
succeeding ^rts pt it ah account of every thing 
material' which passed 

befprfi that fatal e man- 

ner, JEneas ma' in the 
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Tyrrhene seas, ?tnd within sight of Ijtaly, because 
th^ action proposed to he celebrated was that of 
his settling himself ^in Latium.. Bqt because it 
was necessary for the readier to know what had 
happened to him in the ^t^king of Troy, and iq 
the preceding parts -of his voyage^, Virgil makes 
his h^ro relate it by way of episode in theseQOnd 
and thii'd books of th6-^neid. The contents of 
both which books come^ befep6j3ipse of the first 
book in the thilDad of the story, thougbj for pro- 
serving of this unity of action they follow them in 
the disposition of the poem. ^J^ilton. in imitation 
of these two great poets^ opens his- Paradise Lost 
with an infernal Qouncil plottiag the fall o^«ian, 
which is the aqtion he proposed to celeNrate; and 
as for tho^e great actions, which preceded in 
point of time the battle of the an^els^ and the 
creation of the World," (whigh would have entire- 
ly destroyfed:the unity of his principal action, 
had he related thei» in the~same order that Jhey v 
happened, ) he cast then! into the fifth, sixth, ahd 
seventh books, by way of ^ episode to^ this noble 
poem. ' ^ . : 

Aristotle himself alkrwk, that Homer has no- 
thing to boast of as to thje unit^ of 1h9 fable, though 
at tlte same time that great critic and philosopher 
endeavoiifs to palliate this imperfectipn: in the 
Ghreek poet, by imputing it in sorfie mieasuri to 
the v^ry naturebf an "epic poem. Some have 
been of ppinion that the rjEneid also labours in 
this particular, and has episodes which may.be 
looked U|>on as excrescences^ radier thanks parts 
of the action. On the contrary, the gpem which 
we have now under our Qonsfderation hath no 
other epispdea than such as naturally arise irom 
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the su^ect; ahd yet it is filled with such a i 
titude 'of astonishing incidents, that it gives i 



imul- 
_ I us at 
the same tiine a pleasure of th^ greatest variety, 
and of the greatest simplicity; Unifotm in its na- 
ture, thouen diversifiea.in the execution. 

1 must Observe also, that as Virgil in the poem 
tvhich was designed to celebrate the original of 
the Roman empire, has described the birth of its 
great rival, the GArthaginian commonwealth; 
Milton, witii tiie Hke art, in his poem on the fall 
of man, has related the fall pf those angels who 
are his professed enemies. Besides the many- 
other beauties in such an episode, its running 
parallel with the ijreat action of the poem, hin- 
ders it from breakms the unity so much as ano- 
ther episode would nave done, that had not so 
creat an affinity with tiie principal subject. In 
sniOrt, thisjs the same kind of beauty which the 
critics admire in the Spanish Friar or the Double 
Discovery, where the two different plots look like 
counterparts and copies of one another. 

The secopd qualification required in the action 
of an epic po^m Is, that it should be an entire 
action: an action is entire when itjs complete in 
all its.parti^; or> as Aristotle describes it, when it 
coiisists of a beginning, a middle, andean end. 
Nothing sh6ulc^go before it, bi^ intermixed with 
it, oi* follow after it, that is not related to It. As, 
on the contrary, no single step should be omitted 
in that just and regular process which' it must be 
supposed ta take from its original to its consum- 
mation. Th'us we see the anger of Achilles in 
its birth, its continuance and effects^ and ^neas^s 
settlement in Italy carried on through all the op- 
positions in his way to it both by sea, and land. 
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The action In Mittoa exeel^ I^ think, both the 
ibrmer in. this }>articular; we see it cpntrivedin 
hell, executed upon earth, and punished hy hea- 
ven. The parts of it are told in the most distinct 
manner, and grow out of one another in^the most 
natural method. ; 

The third qualification of ah epic poem is its 
greatness. Tjie anger of Achillea was of sucji con- 
sec^uence, that it embroiled the lyings of Greece, 
destroyed the heroes of Trov, ancT en^aj^ed all 
the gods in factions. ilLneas's settlement in Ita- 
ty produced the Caesar?, and gave birth to the Ro- 
man Empire. Milton's subject was 'still greater 
than either of the former: it does not determine 
the fete of single persons or. nations, btit of a 
whole species. The ynited powers of hell are 
joined together for the destruction of mankind, 
which they efiected in part, and would have com- 
pleted, had not Omnipotence itself interposed. — 
The principal actors are man in his greatest per- 
fection, and woinan in her highest beauty. Tneir 
enemies are the fallen angels; the Messiah their 
friend, and the Almighty their protector. In 
short, every thing th^t ^s great in the whole cir- 
cle of being, wheuier withm the verge of nature 
or out of it, ha^ a proper part assigned it in this 
noble poem. , - - ^ - 

In poetry, as in architecture, not only the 
whole, but the principal members, and eVery part 
of them,. should be p«at. 1 vnW not presume to 
say, ^at the book of ^mes in the ^neid, or 
that m the Iliad, are not of this nature, nor to re- 
prehend VirgiPs simile of riie top, , and many 
others of the same kind hi the Iliad^ as liable to 
any censure in this particular; but I think we may 
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say, without derog^ting^ from thoBC woaderful 
performaiieeSy that there is an unquestionable 
magnificence in every part of Paradise Lost, and 
indeed a muclVgreater than could have been form- 
ed upon any rags^n System. 

But- ^^ristotle, ,by tKe greatness of the action^ 
does not oitly m^njthat^ should be great in its 
nature, but also in its duration : or, iti other words, 
that it should have a due length in it, afr well as^ 
what we properly caH greatness. The just mea- 
sure of: mis Kind of magnitude, he explains by 
the following -similitude. An animal no bigger 
than a niite can not appear perfect to the eye, be- 
cause the si^t takes it in at once, and has- only a 
confused idesi of the whplQ,^ and not a distinct 
idea of all its parts; if, oo the coutrary^ you should 
suppose an animal of ten thousand furlongs in 
length, the eye would be so filled with a smsle 
psDrt ot it, that it could not give the mind an idea 
of the whole. What these animals'are to the eye, 
a very short or a very long. action would be to the 
memory. The first would -he, as it were, lost 
afid swallowed up ,by it, and the other difficult 
to be contained in it. - Homer and Virgil have 
shown theijp principaj irt in this particular; the 
action x)f the Iliad, and that.of the -^neid, were 
in themselves exceeding short, but are so'"beau- 
tifuUy extended and diversified by the invention 
of episodes, and the" niachinery of gods, with the 
like poetical ornaments, that they iqjake up an 
agreeable stOry, sufficient to employ- the memo- 
ry without overcharging: it ^ Milton'a action is 
enriched with such a variety of cii^ciimstances, 
that I have taken as muc^ pleasure in reading the 
contents of his books as iatne best inviehted story 
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I ever met with* It is possible, that the traditions, 
on which the Iliad and JEneid were built had 
more circumstances in them vthan the history of 
The Fall of Man, as it is related in scrijjture, Be- 
sides, it was easier for Homer arid Virgil to (^aidi 
the truth with fiction, as they Were in no danger 
of offending the religiop of their country by it. 
But as for Milton, he had not only a very few 
circumstances upon which t^'xaise. h»,poem, but 
was also obligee! to proceed with ihh greatest cau- 
tion in every thitfg that he added out of his Own, 
invention. Andjin()eed, notwithstanding all the 
restraint h^ waa under, he has filled tu's stpry with 
so many surprising incidents, which heir so. close 
an analogy with what is delivered in holy writ, 
that it is capable'ofpileasing the most dielicate 
reader, without giving offence to th6. most scru- 
pulous. ' (^ . " 

The modern critics have collected from several 
hiiits in the Iliad and\ZEneid the ^ace of time 
\Vhich is taken lip by the action of each of those 
poems; but as a gtessit part of Milton's story was 
transacted iaregions that^lie 6ut of 4he reach of 
the sun and the. sphere' of day, at js impossible to 
gratify the reader with sueh a calculation, wiiich 
indeed would be more\ouriou$ ih^h in$tru<?tive; 
none of the. critics, either ancient or modern, ha:\^- 
ing laid down. rules; to circumscribe ^e action of 
an epic poem with 4my d]&termined number of 
yearS| dajs, or hours.- n 

Thjs piece of criticSsm, on Milton's Paradise 
Lost, shall be carried on in the following Satur- 
day's paper. 

APl)lS0iE7« ' L. 
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No. 26a MONDAY, JANUARY 7. 

NaribuB horum. hdmintim , Hoii. 

He cannotbearthei'aillery oftheage. Cbugb. 

It is not that 1 think I have been more witty 
thap lought of late, that at present 1 whpUy for- 
bear any attempt towards it: I am of opinion that 
1 ought sometimes to lay before the world the 
plai^ letters of tny correspondents* in the artless 
dress in which they hastily send thetn, that the 
reader may see I am not accuser and judge my- 
self, but that the indictment is.properly and fair- 
ly laid^ before I proceed against the criminal. 

* MR SPECTATOK,* . 

< As you ate a Spectator-geheral, 1 apply my- 
self to you in the following case, viz. T ao not 
wear a sword, but 1 often divert myself at the 
theatre, where' 1 frequently see a set of fellows 

Eull plain people,, by way, of humour and frolic, 
y the nose upon frivolous or no occasions. A 
friend of mine the other night, applaudine what 
a graceful exit Mr. Wilkes madie^ onq pf these 
nose-wringers overhearing him, pinchjed himi by 
the nose. 1 was in the pit the otner night (when 
it was very much crowaed,) a gentleman leaning 
upon me, and very heavily, 1 very civilly request- 
ea him to remove his ];iand; for which be pulled 
me by the nose. 1 would not resent it in so pub- 

* This letter was written by a lifr* Jameff Heywood* a 
fiimous linen draper, who lived till the year Vf70* 
VOL. V. Z 
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lie a place, because I was unwilling to create a dis- 
turbance; but have since reflected upon it as a 
thing that is unmanly aiid disingenuous, renders 
the nose-puUer odious, and makes the person pull- 
ed by the nose look little ancl contemptible. This 
grievance 1 humbly request you will endeavour 
to redress. 1 am your admirer, &c. 

* James East.'- 

* MR. spectator, 

* Your discourse of the29th of December, (No. 
261) on love and marriage, is of so useful a kind, 
that 1 can pot forbear adding my thoughts to 
yours on that subject- Methmks it is "a misfor- 
tune, that the marriage stated which iii its own 
nature is adapted to give us the completest happi- 
ness this life is capable of, should be so uncom- 
fortable a one to so many as it daily proves. .But 
the mischief gener$illy proceeds Trotn the unwise 
choice people make for themselves and an ex- 
pectation of happiness from things not capable of 
giving it. Nothing Jjut the good qualities of the 
person beloved can be a foundation for a love of 
ludgment and discretion; and whoever expects 
nappiness from any thing bat virtue, wisdom, 
good humoui^, and a similitude of manners, will 
find themselves widely mistaken. But howfew 
are there who seek after these thiogs, and do not 
rather make riohes their chief, if not their only 
aim? How rare is it for a man when he engaees 
himseli^ in the thouglits of marriage, to place his 
hp)pes of having in such a woman a constant, 
agreeable companion; one who will divide his 
cares, and douole his joys^; who will manage that 
share of his estate he entrusts to her care with 
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prudence and frugality, govern his house with 
economy and discretion^ and be an ornament to 
him3elf and famify? Where shall we find the man 
who looks out for one who places her chief liap- 
piness in the practice of virtue, and makes her 
duty her continual pleasure? No ; men rather seek 
for money as the complement of all their desires; 
and regardless of what kind of wives they take, 
they think riches will be a minister to all kind 
of pleasures, and enable them to keep mistresses, 
horses, hounds, to drink, feast and game with 
their companions, pay .their debts contracted by 
former extravagancies, or some such vile and un- 
worthy end: and indulge themselves in pleasures 
which are a shame ancl scandal to human nature. 
Now as for the women; how few of them are there 
who place the happiness of their marriage in the 
having a wise and virtuous friend: one who. will 
be faithful and just to all, and constant and loving 
to them; who, with care and diligence, will look 
after and improve the estate, and without grudg- 
ing, allow whatever is prudent and convenient? 
Rather^ bow few are there who do not place their 
happiness in outshining others in pomp and show; 
and that do not think within themselves, when 
they have married such a rich person, that none 
of tneir acquaintance shall appear so fine in their 
eguipage, so adorned in their persons, or so mag- 
nificent in their furniture as themselves? Thus 
their heads are filled with vaiii ideas; and 1 hearti- 
ly wish J could say, that equipage and show were 
not the chief good of so many women as T fear 
it is. 

^ After this manner do both sexes dec^ve them- 
selves, and bring reflections and disgrace upon 
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the most happy and most hbnofur^bie state of life: 
whereas, if they would but correct their depr^vea 
tastOy moderate their ambition, and place their 
haminess upon proper objects, we should not 
findf felicity m the marriage stajte such a wonder 
in the world Sis it now is. 

* Sir, if you think these thoughts worth insert- 
ing among your own, be pleased to give them a 
belter dress, and let them pass abroad; and you 
will oblige your admirer, A. B.* 

* MB. SPECTATOR, 

* As I was this day walking in the street, there 
happened to pass by on the other side of the way 
a beauty, whose charms were so attracting that 
it drew my eyes' wholly on that side, ini^omuch 
that 1 neglected my own way, and chanced to 
run piy nose directljr a^nst a post; which the 
lady no sooner perceived, byt sne fell into a fit 
of lauffhter, though at the same time she w^s. sen- 
sible that she herself was the cause of my misfor- 
tune, which in my opinion was the greater ag- 
gravation of her crime. I being busy wiping off 
Sie blood vvhich trickled down my face, Jiad not 
time to acquaint her with her barbarity, as also 
with my resolution, viz. never to look out of niy 
way for one of her sex mpre; therefore that your 
humble servant maybe revenged, h6 desires jtou 
to insert this in one of your next papers, which 
he hopes will be a warning to all the rest of the 
womenrgazeriB, as well as to ppor 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

*1 desire to know in^your n^xt, if the merry 
game of ^<The parson has loit his cloak,'' is not 
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mightily in^ vogue amongst the fine ladies this 
Christmas; because I see they wear hoods of all 
colours, v^^ich I suppose is for that purpose: if 
it is, and you think it proper, I will carry some 
of those hood3 with me to our ladies in Yorkshire; 
because they enjoined me to bring them some- 
thing from London that was very new. If you 
can tell any thing in which I can obey their com- 
mands more agreeably, be pleased to inform me, 
and you will extremely oblige 

^ Your humble servant.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, Ox/ovd, DcC. 29, 

^ Since you appear inclined to be a friend to the 
distressed, I beg you would assist me in an affair 
under which I have suffered very much. The 
reigning toast of this; place is Patetia; 1 have nur- 
sued her with the utmost diligence this twelve- 
month, and find nothing stands in my way but 
one who flatters her more than 1 can. Pride is 
her favourite passion; therefore if you would be 
so far my friend as to make a favourable mention 
of me in one of your papers, I believe I should 
not fail in my addresses. The scholars stand in 
rows as they did to be sure in your time, at her 
pew-door; and she has all the devotion paid to her 
oy a crowd of youths who are unacquamted with 
the sex, and have inexperience added to their 
passion. However, if it succeeds according to my 
vows, you will make me the happiest man in the 
world, and the most obliged amongst all 

< Your humble servants. * 

< MR* SPECTATOR, 

* I came to my mistress's toilet this morning, 
for I am admitted when her face is stark naked: 
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she frowned, and cried pish, when I ssdd a thing 
that 1 stole; and I will be judged b^ you whether 
it was not very pretty. Madam (said I,) you sh^ 
forbear that part of your dress| it may l>e well in 
others, but you can not place a patch where it 
does not hide a beauty.' 

STEELE. T. 



END OF VOL. V. 
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